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pungplyjwsd ghnwppiwnnnubph Ynnuhg junwpty ko inwppbp wnpnipiitphg hwijwp-
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uwnbnbuwljut Jhdwljh, dhts ginuwuwwinipmniip qujueh wpunwphtt ntnbuwlut
Juwtnph b ubpphtt munbuwjut jupnynipmibubph hblnwgnindwu b yEpnidnipjui niy-
nniupjudp: Swppkp wnpiplitphg nbkntynpnibttp ko hwjupdt) Ujupuwh jppafub
hwunwnmpymutph b Yppudpwlmpughtt  puljbpmpinitbtph,  ppupwbynmp
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UniEjunpy htnnwgnunipjutt mfju pwduh tupwunpynn hhug tupwgnipuubpnid: Unw-
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nuqlunjupmppal dky, vwluyh ppubg Ykphwbndp uplnp hpanlwpalwh E
ipjwé  wpfjuunnmbpl wilpnnowghlbym  hudwp, plyp pugnighs phlnupydul
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Ypw hpwbwlwb wqpkgnipjut Swywubkpp:

3. Uppphowtth utjuunndwdp bPhZ «thuthnil] nidh» punupuljutnipjui dke
ypntwlwb pununphsh nidtqnugdwi dhnnidubpt nt hinwuwpubpp b
Unppkowtih whunwlju i} hwuwpwlului Junnygubph
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hwpwénit punuyudwtt htwn: Unpphowtinmd  untbthwlwbwgdwt  putunhpukpp
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Juunwpl] juydws wpgupgut Eplipnpy wunbkpuquh htnbwiupny untnédws unp
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Jbpunuuwynpnudubpt hpkug wdhpwlut  wqpbgnipnitt Ebt ponunud
wnwpwdwopowbiughtt hpnnnipnitttph Jpu: dbpohtt wynwhuh thnthnjunipniutbpp,
npnip hwdwlgylghtt wnwpwéswoppwinud huyjudwlwt gnpéntth wlinhjugdudp b
nidwjhtt unp hwpwpbpulgnipjudp, powgnytt uwywnbwihp &b twb hEwnwqunud
Zujuunwth mwpwspuyhtt wdpnnowljuinipjutin:

Zujuunnwth uwwhdwbwlhg snpu whwnnipniiubphg tpkpp dntunydwbwlub
hptug pltwlsnipjut pugupdul dbdwdwubinipjudp: Lphunnibujut  hupunipjudp
dhwl Epyhpp dpwuniwtt b, npnbn huypuwdp Epypopny wdbtwnwpuwsws Ypnut L, b
hwiwdw)i Jhwlugpmpjui’ 3,7 Uhihnt phwljsnipjui i inljnup  onipe 400 huqupp
Untunidwbkp Eul: Lupntqh ypu dntunydwubph nknujuyuénipmniiup hwunnd E,
np npno opowtitkpmy’ Upwphw, £ykun bt Chyw Lwippih, Mwihhu, Lugnnbeh, £Juphh,

! http://census.ge/files/results/Census_release_ENG.pdf



Utufubph, dntunydwbbpp Juqunid puwlsmipyui dhgh 100 minlynup: Uhubkpl L, np
pugh Quyujuphg, uUntunydwlibpp gqbhpwlohr dEdwdwulnipmb Eu  Juqund
Zuyuuwnwth hin vwhdwtwlhg poinp ptwuwduypbpnud:

Swplhl] Uwinljuib wrwowpynd Lt hEknwgnumpjui dby wdpwugpb; dh
Juutquynp  dhund  bu.  @nipphuyh hpjuwtnipnitibph Ynnuhg  Qudwjupnid
htnbnnuljuwinptt  hpwjwbwgynny  «hwhmly  mdh» punupulwinipniup:
Lugtwdwupnup nuntuwljub b dowljmpuyht tbppuhwigdudp nipphwub thnpdmd k
Jwpupl)  Qunjwjuph donmpyugpuijut  Wuwnlkpp, Jwpmbwlupup  Ukswghbing
pyuppuljmb wwppp, buwjuwpwhl) wi:  Uw hbwpunpmpemb juw  <puunuih
nupuépmu unbnst) Pmpphwt Unpphgmbht juwnn pymppuljut phwluduypbph
Uhpwlgp, bzt whihupn wijnwbquyhl futghplbp t wewpmghbmt ny huyl
Zujwunnwith, wyjk Ypwunnwih hwdwp: Ywpbnp b hwdwpynud  pungénudp, np
Pmpphugh  hwdwp  dpuwunwbb muph pk wpluwphwpwnupwhub b pk
woliwphwnnbuwlwi  Juplnpmpmit ghyh Yndiuu b Ykbnpnbwlwi  Uuhw
wdbbwupd b Juynit nmwpwighl dwbwwwph Swouybint hwdwp:  Zwpwduyht
Unyjuunid nidbph tnp Jkpunuuuynpdut wuydwtbpnid ) Utjupwb swpnibwlbine
L gqopswnphy htwpwynp wdpnng gnpshpuwluqup  Gkpgpondught, dpwympwygh,
pntwlwib, qunuthwpuljui b puqduljul, Ypuwunwbt hp ninpképnd wwhbne hwdwn:
Ipwunuth hupwdwuub phusnipnit wyu nhypmu jwyjwgnyt phpwjub

Uokp twl, np hwpybunnt dwdwbwluwopowtnid dntthninphigh b Bupwpldbty

ptduh wbuwblnithg Jupbnp b dhowqquyhtt dwdnynid wnkn quws wnipbpp,
ogunuugnpdyk) ku puquuphy unp uljqpiiwnpniptitp, hnpdwsubtp b qppbp
Zpunupulnmpiniibp hnpjwsubp (popnpp Yglws ki)

Upwpu  Qupuyuil, DPuywdwlwl  hwdwgnpswlgnipmit juquulbpynipjut
nhppnpnonidp wpguhywt hwjwdwpunnipjut hwupgnwd, Ukpdui/np Uplkph Eplhpakp o
dnpnynipnakp,  Uplbbjughwunnipnui hwpglbp, XXXIIT (2), 2020 (hwbdajws F
hpuwnupwidwi, dnpndwénil junuugnyh dhislh 2020 . uifupun):

znjuénd  puttwplynud £ Uppplipwth wpuwphtt punupuluwinipju hujudwuljut
mnnmipmniip,  hwdwgnpswligmpmiip  dhowqquyhtt  hupudwlwb  Junnygukph'



dwubwynpuy bu Pujwdwljut hwdwqgnpéwljgnipini Juquulbpynipjut:
dhpmsnipjut E kipwplyynid huyjudwlwl woiwphh wowlgnipniup Unpphowitht’
wpguijuywtt hwpgnid, wyn pynid’ wpguwipgywi kplypnpn wunbpugqind:

Upwpu  Qupuwjuib, Lwghklh  Lujwuwpnul, Chuywlwmbnipyul  qnpénip
upppkowmbhpwinuljmb hwpwpbpmpinibGbbpnid, «Qpunwlwl Upgup», 4 (7), 2020
(hwidbyws I hpunnwipwdwl, dnpnywdnil junuyugpih dhislh 2020 . wijupnp)

Znipjuénd  pubiwplynd £ Upgpplipwinid  Ppwth  Ypnbwlwt wqpblgnipjub
tyuwwnwlubpp, owpdwnhputpp, npubnpdwt dubkpt nt wpwbdbwhwwnlnipniutbpp:
Zuwnntl] nywnpmipinit £ qgupddt] Ungpphowtinid hpwbwlwt Ypnuujut wqpbgnipjut
htwnbwtpubph ntumdttwuhpnipjutp, htgp hwigkgpt] £ Unppligwtinid Ypntwljub unp
hupunipniuph, pwnupwlwtu hujwmdhquh, Ypnuwjuwt wwhywinnuijut L
wpwnuljut  nmpudunpmipnit niubkgnny  oppwbwluph b Ypntwubp  fudpkph
Aliwynpuwitip:

Lhjpe Zwpniypnilyub, Swpbhl] Uwbniljwb, Chuywlwh hwduybpp dpwuwnwbnid.
Apnnpnipnibbkp I wpwidbwhunlnmpinibblp, Upbbjughunmpyub hwpgkp, Bplwih
whknwlwl hwduwyuwpwb, Upbbjughnmpnub pwlnyynkwn, 16/17, 2020, (hwidinjus F
hpwunwpuldwl, dngnywénil jungugpyh dhlsh 2020 jo. wijupunp):

Znnudnid putwplynid £ dpuunwth shugupbwly opowtiibpnid inwpuswopowiughu
tpkp whunmpmutkph Ppwbh, Enipphugh b Ugpplowth winkuwlul, kpuhl, dpwlnipught b
ypniwlut  punupujwimpmip:  Ypugufwi - Yoquhg  Zwjwunwih - wwhdwbwlhg
plwfufuyptpmd @mpppuyh b Unppgwth §nnihg htnbnqujutnptt - ppujubugdnad &
ahuthnty  mdh»  Juubqunp  punupwlwbnpmb’ Ubdwghkng - pimppulul  wwpph
wqnbgnipnitt nt thopdbnyg  thothnjul]  dngndppugpujutt wunlipp:  Zknwqunid  uw
htwpwynpnipinit . dpwunwih nmwpwspnid unbndt] @nipphwt Unpphowtht juwnn
pynppufut ptwuduyptph dhowgp, hust whwyn widnwbquyht tnhpltp b wunuguglting
ny Uhuybt Zwjwuwnwh, wyb Ypuwunwih hwdwnp: Logmd E, np @nipphuyh hwdwp dpuunuih
nith b wohuphwpunupuiub U wohuphuninbuwlut juphnpmpimb ghuh Yngiuu b
Ghtunpniwlwi Uuhw wdkbwluwpd b juynih nwpwighly swnuwgbjnt wkuwilyniihg: Zupuduyh

Unyjuunid nidiph tnp Jhpunuuuynpdut wuydwbibpnud Uujupwt b Fupnit swpniiwline



kb qnpswunpl] htwpunnp wipnne qnpshpwljuqup tkpppmudughl, dpwlmpuyhl, Ypnbwljw,
qunuthwpului b pwquuljub, Ypwunwih hpkig ninbdpnid wwhbnt hwdwnp:

«bujudp Zwpujuyhtt YUndiuund (Cpuwunwb, Ungppbowt. wipnh dhuumdubp,
htiwpunp  dwpnwhpunfbpbibps)»  ghnwhbnwgnunuljmt  Judph  ghiun]up’
W.q.R., nngkun U. Gupuyuh

Lhihp Zupnipniiyub (22 @UU. UR)
Swplhy Uwinijjui (22 SUU. UR)

¢hUBUUYUUL 2UUUSLL 4 UUSULNRU. PLNNRESNPULLESD BY,
UruuLuizusuNkhe3Npuuer

Puwilgh punkp <dpuunwi, @nipphw, Unpphowt, bpui, hupud, shw, «huthnly nid»
Ukpwénipini b

Upguhywt pipnpny wwnbpuquh hbnbwipny vwhdwbttph Ekputhnjudwt wpngniupnid
Atwynpws  woluwphwpwnupului  nmbknuwowpdipt m wpwowguwd  wulwyniunipniup
hwpuynjuuyutt mupwswoppwinid wyjuop wnwyl) pwt tpphlt wpdinpnid b hujuwdwlut
gnpénuh b htwnwjunt gpuw Swwdwt hbnwtwpubph ntumdbtwuhpnipjut jupbnpnipmniun:
Zbngunbpuqujut - dbwnpjws  hpngnipgnibibpp huy ghwnwlut b punupwlub dnpht
unhymd ki ponpkl Jhpwiugt] hupudwlub gnpénin] wuydwiwnpyws phk Ukpphl, ph
wnpunwpht wqnpuijubpt nt ninkuhoubpn:

Zwpujuihtt Gndiwup  dpnwwbu gl B Ypotbkph b punupwyppenipnibikph
puudwt prwsdtpmynud, Jhpusyt] wqqudhgput m dhgybinufu hwpupbpnipmbtph pupny
hwignygh, npnud kpgpufqws & pywbu nwpuwswppgwtughl, wjbwbu k) dhgwqquyht
phpufuunwpbp,  wpiwphwpunupuut b wpuwphwnbnbuwfut - pwhtph m
htwnwppppnipniuttph  thnjpwtpynudubpp b JEpunuwuuynpnidutptt hpkg wudhowlju
wqnbgmpml kb ponunud nupwswppgwtwhtt qupqugmdubph Jpu: dkpght wynuhuh
thnihnpunipiniiitpp, npntp wuydwbwynpgws Eu twb huyjudwlwb gnpéntth wjnhjugdudp b
niduyhtt tnp hwpwpkpulgnipyudp, pewgniyt uywebwhp & Zujwunwih  wwpwspught
wdpnnowljwinipjup:



Zujuunwith uwhdwbwlhg snpu wyhwnnipmititkiphg tpkptt huyjwdwnuyui o hpkug
puwlpsnipjutt pugupdwl] dbdwdwutnipjudp: Uhwl pphuniniyw kpyhpp dpwunwit £, npuntn
hujudp tpypnpy wdktwnwpwsyws Ypnut B Untunydwbwlut hwdwjuputpp dpuunuinid
huwdwlwpqqusd wwypnud &t Mwulhuh Yhpdnwd, £Ybun Lwppihh opowtnmid b Upwphuyh
huptwdup hwipuybnnpniunid: Yub bwb hopp dntunypdwiwud ptwjuduyptp Ywjubphh,
Lqupkih, Bhjwyh b Uwqupten qupywljub ppgwitpnid (kpuhl wnpplowtightitp), hywtu twl
Owuyh, Quuujuph b Fmphuyh ppgwbbkpnud (Ugwphuwihg wjunbn hwunwn]ustp b
dujubipgh pnipplph thopp fjudptip)®: Ephihupnd phwljynid £ Udnwn 16.000 dntuntjdwi: 4

Ulukpl E np pwgh Qwquluphg, Untuntjudwbibpp ghpulohe dbdwdwulnipmit i
Juquniud Zujwuwnwth htn vwhdwtwlhg ponp phwjuduypbpnd:

Puyunlp Ypuwmnwbnid. wunndwlwh wlbupl

Ltpjuwjhu  dpwuinutl wpupuhujudwlut whpuybnnipput wwl wiguy 7-8-py
nuptpnud: Bphpp poputhtg wyn msp dhwyt 1122 p., tpp Gudhp SChtwpwpp, wjwpnh
hwugitng  dpuwunwih  JEpwdpunnpnudp, wqunwgptg Sthnpup bt @mpwjhuhhg wjuntn
nbnuihnjutg dwjpwpunupp: 2npunupu pugdhgnidhg htnn Gpuunwtnd. JEpuljubgjtg
pphunniyutitph punupufwh giphguwtnipnitp’:

zknwqunud bpwh Ukdjut shwjwljut nhttwunhwi b Oudwbyut Juyupnipjut untith
unipwbibpp ukpjunidightt L gpukghtt Zwpwyuyhtt Yngluup: Ywpkp owpnibwl] tputp
dwpunignid  Eht Unduunid  qhipuwlw  ghpplp mbbbwnt hwdwp: dhpohtttiphu
YEpwhuynnnipymip Ipwuinuth twndwdp uputtg hujwdunuju pnippujunu bt hpubwlub
wwppbp ghnbph hwwnwndwbp” tywunkng npnp ppgwtitbph hupulwubtugdubp®;

19-pn nuipnud, Lpp Ontuwunwitp hwunwnytg Zupuduihtt Yndjuunid 4kpntpjuy kplnt
wbpmpniutpt b uvnhyqus nwt twhwiel] wynithwintpd yuhwwiting hpkig npnowlh
wqnbhgnipniip: kL dpwunnwtnid hujwdh htwnhwnnighntwy nipt wiynud wypkg, vwlugt

22014 p. wwounntwlwh dwppuhwdwph hwdwdwi Cpuunwbnud plwljgnud E 400.000 untuntydwl, npp
Juqunid E Eplph ptwlsmipyut 10.7 %-p: Untunydwtwljut hwdwupt hp dednmipjudp tplnh tplpnpy
wlktwdbs hwdwyupl E: http://census.ge/files/results/Census_release_ ENG.pdf

3 Mikadze E., “L’islam en Ge orgie”, Me 'moire de DEA, IEP de Paris, 1995; Meiering Mikadze E., “L’islam en
Adjarie: Trajectoire historique et implications contemporaines”, Cahiers d’Etudes sur la Me ’diterrane’e Orientale
et le Monde Turco—Iranien, No 27, 1999, pp. 241-261.

* Serrano S., ‘Les Aze 'ris de Ge "orgie. Quelles perspectives d’inte "gration?’, Cahiers d’Etudes sur la

Me "diterrane “e Orientale et le Monde Turco-Iranien, No 28, 1999, pp. 231-251.

°* Jdpuunwbh Uhownpupyul wwundmpjut hhdwhwpgbph dwuht dwbpudwul nk'u Zwjuunwih
hwpwlhg Epypitph guwundnipni, 2. 2, Uhoht nupkp, fwdht 4, Ypuuwnwt (Thpp) Gplwb, 2016, te 298-
392:

® Beradze G. and Kutsia K., “Towards the inter-relations of Iran and Georgia in the 16th-17th

Centuries”, in Motika R. and Ursinus M. (eds), Caucasia Between the Ottoman Empire and Iran, Wiesbaden: Dr.
Ludwig Reichert Verlag, 2000, pp. 121-131.



gupuwlwl jwpwwpnipjutt npnodwdp  ©Ophihuphnid  pugdtghtt  Untunydwbwlwb  hnglinp
Uppwpwitbp, npnug hpwlwb gnpbwpnypp unttth U 2hw  hngunpuwluwbbubp  Ypphnt
yuwnpulny gupuljut jupswiupgh «puwpnghstph» yunpuunnudb bp:

1907 p. Ophihuphnid unbnéykg wnwghtt Untunydwbwlwb llmuulllgmp]mh]g‘ «Unnud»
(Mwgnyubmpini»), nph  quwynp  tywwnwlp  twhwigh  pujudwnudut - hwipnyeh
Ypntwlwl puunhupuynpiut juquuybpynuda bp: Uhty w1906 p. (pughpbt pupguwin]tg
U wnwtdpt gppny hpwnwpuljjtg nipubp”

Zujuunnwind,  Ungpphowtnid b dpwunwinmd  pnplhlukph  hojawinipjut
hwuwnwwnnidhg® htimn dhgh 1930 . junphppuyhtt Jhbnndp Jepuwhnulnnnipnit vwhdwikg
ypnuwlut hwdwjupubph tuwundwdp, wjunithtnl, gqnpstiny «dnnnypnh wunithg», thulkg
hnqlinp Ykuwnpnuubpp Eyknkghtkpp, Juipkp ni dqUhpubpp bpusking  nbnbuwlub
wwhbuwnukph:

Upmnihwtntpd,  Bplypnpy - hudwppiwphught wunkpuquh - nwphttpht,  tywnwy
niikbwny uvnwbw] phwlsmpuit b hngnpujwinipjut  wewlgnipnitp, unphpnuygh
holuwtmipmtp  pojugntg  Ypntwlub nwppkp - hwdwyipitph - Gjundwdp Jupgnn
punwpwlwinipniup: 1944 p. Junphppughtt  Untunydwbtbphtt htwpwynpoipynit nipgbg
Juquuynpl] Ypnbwwi hwpgtph 4 Jupsnipinit, npnughg dklp gnpénud Ep Pupynud: dEpohtiu
hwdwlupgnd  tp Zwpwduyht YUnfuuh  huyjwdwnwgwibkpht'  tkpunjw)  dpuunwih
unittthubpht b ohwubkpht?:

unphpnujhtt opowinid Ypwunwhtt hwennykg wwhwywil] wqquyhtt npubnpnidubpp
lbquh, Wwlmpuht b Ypotwlwt punupuijwinipyut wowbgpmd dwllipkny junphppught
qunuihwpujnunipjut b wqquytwljwinpjut  dhol:  Uwluyt  wqquyhtt b Ypnbtwlub
thnppudwutinipnitibph tjundwdp Ypuunwih hplwinipnibibiph punupuljuwinipniut wju
opgwtinul huljuuwlut b thndinfwluwl b’ wugtwbgnpus twl Uneduh punupulul
twhiwuhpmipniuibpny: Unwbdtwhwwnntl) dnnbgnidubp juyhtt tiupptp Epuhy b Ypntwlut

" Ucnam B I'pysun: I[lonutuka u unrerpamus / Viccnenosatenckuit otuer/, Toumucu, 2016, c. 8.

*Jpuunwih unphppuyiugdwt ulqpbwtnymd wjunkny gnpsnid kp omipe 250 dqlhp wnjtjh pw 600
Unjutkpny: Yuyht hhtq pupdpugnyt digpbubtikp, 150 jpnuwjut Ypntwlub npupngubp, npnug phyp
htnuquynid hwubnd £ 172-h shuyus 1926 p. Ypnbwlwt wpwpluibpp hwin]k] thit nupngulub
nuuplpwgutphg: 1929 p. puyniidbg hwipulppnipjut dwuht optupp b ujuytg Ypnwljw nupngutnp
Ybpwugnidp: Sk'u Vieram B Tpysum: Tonmutuka u unrerpamnus / Vccremosatenckuii oraer/, T6umucw, 2016, c. 8;
Bapamupgse P., Viciam u ero ocob6ennoctu B Amxapuu; https://ge.boell.org/en/2005/01/16/islam-i-ego-osobennosti-
v-adzharii

° Uhwdwdwbwly BUZU Nwpngubnpjut whnwlwui yndhinkh 1944 p. imbdpbph 15-h hpudwing
Jpuunwith Untunydwbulu pwlsmpiniup nbnuwhwinjtg vwhdwbughtt ppujuduyptphg. punhwinip
wndwldp 15.568 puwnwbhp (69869 uwpn): Sku Bapammmse P., McmaMm u ero ocoGeHHOCTH B ADKapHu;
https://ge.boell.org/en/2005/01/16/islam-i-ego-osobennosti-v-adzharii



tnppudwutnmipmnitttph tjuundwdp: Uppnihwitigbpd, hyjudwunudwt phwlsnipjut
hwjuwwnwpunipniip Jpuguljut yhnmpjuip ghnbu supnibwulut £ bwb hbnjunphpyught
opowltinid stugud «hwthmy mdh» punupwlulnpyudp wpnwpht Ypntwlul wnkgnipyub
dSwywjdwip b bGpypnid pphunnubmpyuit wdnn hbEphtwlnipjutt m wnwbdbwhwnnyy
Yupquhawlhi®

UZU  tyniquuiip qniquhtn wibjugut jpntwfut  wquunipmnibtbpp: 1991 p.
Ipuunuiih wiiwfungnuihg hun Gpiph hupudouguibbpt winhinpbb ubght hntgndi
dvhowqquyhtt hujudwlut nddwght!: UZU thnignidhg hbnn wnwbdtwhwnntly Juwtp
hwunwunjightt pynippujuitt bt hpwitwfut wuppkp pujudwfut juquultpynipyniutph ho.
uuykg Jkpwhujwdwgdwh pnint gnpspupug  Ypnbwlwh Yppuljwh  hwuwnwnn pniuttph
wlnpy]  JEpufutquiudp jud juenigdwdp, hwjunugpujikph b jpntwlut penipnt
niitignny wbdwig pdh wdény: Ujuniwdbbugthy, wbwpmpniihg htun dpuwunwbind
hujwdwnuuittph  plupwiwyh wiymd b wpdwbwgpdb;; Uw  pugunpynid £ owgl
hwiquuwlpny], np swwn  Untumplwiblkp  hwnljwybu  wyppbowghubp, hwuwnunykgh
Onuwunubnid b Unpplowtnid” pinwkljwh jud nbnbuwljwh nppuygugwunibphg bakmny:

Ypwuwnwlh shwibp. phwlniprui hhdbwlwb spowbhbbn

Ypwutnwinid Untunydwwplial opowtiikpp puuynid ku mipwhuwnnly
Uwpinwhpwybpbph htn' yupdwiwynpjus puquutpihly pinyen] b unghw-nbnkuwfui
hpwyhd&wlh wrwbdtwhwnlnmpnibibpny: Epuhll b Ypnbwlwb  tnppudwutmpniibpnyg
puwlbkgws opowbtbpnmid  wyu  uunphpttptt  niqnuihnpkt winpunpupind  Eo twb
punwpughuful hnkgpuwb npuljh Ypuw:

L4tun Lwppihh opowlt wwlinuliwinpkt dntunydwiwluwi  ptwluwduyp k  npunby
Ukswiwuwldp wwypnd kb kpuhy wnpphgwbghtbp, npnig 93%-p ohwibp &, huly 7%-p

unitthubp? Ujummwdbtuwjuhy npudubwluwt wyju wwppbpnipiniip ndup E wwppbpully

Y Jpwunulh vwhiwiwgpnipput 8-py hnpjush wipugpnid b «Minnuthwn ytinkgnt pugunhly nkpp
Enpph wuwudnipjutt wnwugpnid» b tpuwopuwynpnd L Jbpohtthu hwwnnil jupquihdwlp!®: Unluju
dpuwunuith wnwghtt twhiwquih Qyhwny Fuduwunipnphwi (1991-1992 ppe.) ninnuthun Litntkgnit oinphtg
wnwdtwhwuntl]  Jupquihdwll whwunwlwb  htunhuninbubph b hwuwpwlnmput dholb
hwpwpbpnipniiibpnid: Constitution of Georgia, at http://matsne.gov.ge; Sakartvelos sakanonnmdeblo matsne,
No 8, 19.10.2018

Y dpuuinubh dntunydwibitph Jupsnipjui 2016 p. uljqph ufjuikph hwdwdwy' kpypod gnpénud E 312
Uqyhp wkjh pwl 400 hujpud hnginpulwhubkpm]: Ywb 30 hnglnp qupngubp, npnignid nuuniguinmd &
hupud, Wnipub b wpwpkpbh (kqni: Twipwdwub nku’ Islam in Georgia: Policy and integration, Research
report, Caucasian House, The Center of cultural relations, Tbilisi, 2016, p. 15.

2 Jhkpohtt dtwppuhwdwnh hwdwduyt dpuunuiinid Eptthl wnpplipwightinh phip juqunud t 233.000,
nnhg 182.000 pwljynid £ £4tun Lwppihh opowtnid: Resutls of 2014 general population census. Available at:
http://census.ge/ge/results/census



http://matsne.gov.ge/

wnopju puwipnid. Jub pwpbijudwlwut juwbp, pourt wdniuimpnittkp, widnip unghwy-
nunbuwljub othnudubp, npnug wpnynitpnid dbwynpyt) E htnbkgpdusé hwtpnyp:

£Jtun Luppihh gninujut hwdwyipttpp Ophihupt b wyp opelktnpniiukphlt juwng
tupulupmgjuspubpp qupqugud skb, gninkpp hwdwj junpdws tu dywlmpught b jppulut
hwununmpynibitbphg, hul wlwinuiwt dkimuugus Jiuwlbpyh m unghw-nbnkuwljui
2nudubiph pugujuynipnitp |pgwgnijiu fungppnunnid £ huntgpdwt gnpdpupugp: Ipugkptih
hlwgmpyut gusp Uwhuwppulp bu mpe Junspipnnn b wbquljub  dntunguwbwljub
hudwyipikph  punupwjut b dpwympught hnkgpdwt hudwp: Thquljwl jungpugnunh
hunpwhwpdwip  dhunjwsd  dpugntpny]  thnpd £ wpnid - pupdpugly - wnppigwtghtitph
punwpughwfwut tkpgpujusnipnitp Jpugufjut nknjunjuluot nppnypend b pwity
Ypwunwth wyppigwbwut hwdwjtph hinkgpuwl gnpdplipugp:
Yppnipjub b hinkgpuwh jbnhpbkpp dpuunubh shwpulwb haduybpnid

dtpght Uh pwlh nwphtbph plpugpnud pupdpugniyie Yppnipjut wjuybu Ynyjus «1+4
hudwlupgh>  Yhpwonudp  Jupnp  nbp lowqug wnppbowlghtbph’  Ypugulu
hwuwpwlnipjuttt huinkqplnt gnpénid: Zudwupgp twppwnbtugws b hnppudwutinmipiniukpp
ubpYuyugtng (hhltwhwbnd wyppbgwigh b hwy) kphtnwuwprbph hwidwp' npntp qupngl
wqwpubinig hbwun, hwdwpmd &t dkl wwph wnbnpmpyudp Jpugkpbih  wpuqugyus
nuuptpwgtbtph, wyw wnwind pupdpugnyt ppmpint jud dwubwghnwlub wwppbp
huwnnipjniutbp:

Stnuljwl Yppwlul YEunpnbubph hwdwdwyy' djunbih b np pupdpugnyi Yppnipnta
unutwnt tywinulny Ipwunuthg Unpplgut dkung niuwiinnbph phyp pghtt mwphtikpht
twljwinptt  uuqb; B3 Qniquhbnwpup £Ldtdn  Lwippihh  opowtmd  wnpphowtului
pupdpugnyt Yppuljut hwunwnnipiniubph dwubtw&nintph phyt bujuinpit wdbjuund b

Jpwunwind wigjugdus wijwj hbnwgnunnmipniubpp gnyg ki wnwjhu, np wdnud k£
wjt wnpphgwighttph  phyp, npnbp gwblympmb mubkbt hpklg Epkjuwbbphl nmywuplty
Jpugulul nupnghkp:  Uwnbbnubh Yppuluwl wknbjundulwl Yktupnth  ndrbtph
hwlwduyl  hwipuppuljuwt  nuypngibpnid  niuwbng - Eplhly  wypphgwlghtikph — 70%-p

twpupuwnpnid E hwdwhub] Jpuguljut npupngutpn: Upnmuyhuh wowlbpnutph phyp nuptgunwuph

 Dvali A., Badasyan E., Problems and Foreign Policy Preferences of Kvemo Kartli and Samtskhe-Javakheti
Communities, Centre for Cultural Relations, Caucasian House, Thilisi, 2014, p. 9.



wdnid B4 Quuwnbkup, np wypphgwtbtpbing nunguiyng nupngubpnud Jpughpkih puuwduindut
Ubpnnupuinipinip bu pupbjudwl juphp nih!:

dpwghpki (kqUh hlugnipjul dwljuppuyp oun poy) b hunljuybu wyppgutwlut hudwuph
wybh wwpkg ubplinh ogpgwtinud, hgp pugwnpnid kwjt thwunny, np junphprwiht ppewtnid pmubpkb
Etink) kplhy Juupbph dhol hwnnprwlgnipyut (kqnt, b hbnbwpwp Jpugkpbb ungnptint juphp sh tnk):

Jpuunwind  EpuhYy  wygpphowughttph  huwnbkgpdwt bu dEY  junspugnun £ juwnt
wuntubmpiniiibph gwép wnlnup’ wypphowightbph b Jpwghlkph dhol’ Ypnbwlwb plnyhwinip
wwhdwiwhwlnidubph wungweny: b hwdbnodt’ pupodt ne wjwinuiul ungnpnypubpp, hunjuybu
gniquljul opewtitkpnid, npnowlh wwhuwiwthulnudtbp ko h hwpn phpnd jubwig unghuuiljui
wlnhynipyut hwupgnd, hgh b junspignunid £ hunkgpudwi gnpspupwghte

Ujuntwdbbughy LYytun Lwuppihh wnpphowugh dntunyjdwutibpt wjnhy othnidubp niukh
Uy opowtnid wwypnn Ypugh hwplwbbkph htwn' stinphhy wdnip unghwjulub b ninkuwlwb
Juytph: Cwwn hwdwh mbknulwt pphunnju b dntunijdwt hwdwjupubpp dhwuptt Bu tponud
Ypntwlwt b hwdwjupughtt mntbpp: L4tun Lwuppihh opowth Untuntjdwt hwdwjupubpht punpny
E twlb pwnupulwb wlunphynipjut guwédp dwjupnulp b hojuwtmpnitubph  tjundwdp
skqnpnipiniup:

Jpuwunnwih dntunipdwbwpbwl oppwtiibph Ypnuwljuwb nupngubpnid ntumguignmd k
Anipwl, swphwp, Ypnuh wwuunippit b wy wpwplubkp'®: Upntwluwt nuupbpwugubph
tjuundwdp  dkS  hbwnwppppnipimit Bt gpubnpmid hwnjuwybu phpwhwutbpt m
Ephwnwuwnpnubpp:

Upwuiphl wqnlgnipin: bak, wuwnulih shuyuljul huduybpnid

dpuunnwih wblwjnipnithg htun  Ungpphowth, bPpwth b Enipphugh  wwppbp
ypntwluwt juquulybkpynipmnituubp «hwthnil nidh» Jhpundwdp hbnbinnuljuwiunptu thhnpdnd Gu
hpkug wqpbgnipmiup nmwpwst] dtdn Lwppihh oppwth unitth b shw hwjwwnwguukph
opowunid: Unpphowtip thnpdnid E hp wqpbgmipnitip nwpwsk] quuynpuwybu  Epuhl-
Uowilnipughtt hupunipjut gnpénth sbpnwunpdudp: @nipphwjh nEjudupnipniip ntnbuwjut
pununphshtt qniquhbn wnpwtdbwhwwnnitl Jupbnpnippit £ wwjhu Ypotwlubl, jppulub,
dowlnipuwht b hmdwthwnwp nnpuntkph twhwdbknunipniuttphtt!”: Lytdn Lwppihh b

1% Motika R., “Islam in Post-Soviet Azerbaijan”, Archives des Sciences Sociales des Religions, No 115,

15 Metpesenu E., AGammuzaze T., XKpanus 1., Kutnamsunu A., Ksemo Kaptiu: Bb130B5I 1 nepiexTrBsr; TOummcy,
2014, ctp. 7-8,

16 Inasaridze L., “Meskhetian return stirs Georgian dissent”, IWPR Caucasus Reporting Service, 2003, p. 163,
dtpohtt nwuphutphtt Uwpttnihhg 200 tphnwuwppubp bu dwutulgl] jpntwljut puuptpwgutnh, huly
£ytun Luppihh opewlbihg wyn phyp hwubby k 600-h: Uwbpudwub nk'u Gircistan'da Miisliiman Topluluklar:
Azinlik Haklari, Kimlik, Siyaset, ed. Aydingiin A., Asker A., $ir A.Y, Ankara 2016, ss. 221-223

7Rkl wpu wwpuspowinid  hwinhwnng wpwbdht nhypbph  poppuljut  Swlwpuywonulwb b
qunuthupuliui tpunndinidubpp hbnpnpypyughtt opowtinud hhdwiwljuiinid Jhindus thn Upwphuyhte



Quijubphh shwljwt hwdwjpubpp donwuwybu quynd Eu twb Pputh nwpupuwswopowtiughe
punupwljut opwlupgnid: Pputh jpntwut juquultpympnibtpt whpupng wpwnnod
ki Uwnttnyhh U Quppupuih gniquijub ptwudupbipnid, npnbn wnluw b Yppufui
wihwdwswthnmipnit opojtunnpnuutph hwdbdwwnnipjudp!®: dtpnuojuy Eptp whwnnipjniuubph
ypnbwlut b Ypwlnipujhtt wjnhynipnitup npubnpymd | dqyhputph jurnigdwb, hujudwlu
hnqunp nupngubph $ptwbuwynpdul, Ypnuwlut qpulijuinipyut wwpwsdwt b wwppkp
Upwympuihtt m Yppuljut Spugptph hpufutugdut phtwbuwnpuudp':

Uwluy htwnlbny Ykpeht kpynt wwphtbpht swjwyyng gnpéplipughbpht tyunkh b
wju nwpwswypewnud @nipphwih Ynnihg twl Unpphgwiing dhgtnpunpjws punwipuljut
wlnhjugiut twpwdbninippniuubp, npnup twlb dhndws o bpwth pbph b wgplgnipyut
ujuqbgdwiin:

Upunwpht wqpbgnpjul nwpwsdwt jujugmyt pwupnghyibp phuwplynd & tnp
utipinh Untunydwt hnginpuwljwtubtpp: dpwunwinid wjwq ubpunh hnginpulwinpniit
wjjiv skp - jupny wwinwupubtkp wwg Ephnwuwppiiph qquynit. wunjuswputiwlub
huipgbpht, pwth np tkpthwlfws (hukng unphpyughte vhgu]uypnid, jupdws tp hujudwut
nidduhg b quuthwpulut qupgugdut tnp dhinndubiphg: Zngunpujututph tnp ubpniugyp,
np wunjuswpwbwfut Yppuipmit b ounwgl) Uwmnub Upwphugh, @nipphugh b Ppwth
pupdpugnyt Ypnbwut hwunmwnmpnitubpnid, nith pwpdpulupg Ypntwlub ghnbjhpubp,
hwdwyuinwuwt pupngswlju hdnmpymbikp b wpnwpht wewlgmpmb  kphunwuwpn
Untunijdwutbph hwdwhdpdwt b hwupwugpdwt hwdwn:

Lgklip, np wpuiwuphtt phtiwtiuwljuitt b qunuipwpujut wgwlgnipynit hpwjutugynd £
puuljut tuly dwswhng U dhuy duwwnp, np Gwnbubond Eowughuh wgulgntppul
qnnipjniup gpunid nydws puquuhwnnnp Ypntwjut gpujunipniut k, npp npudwugpynud
Uqyhpltpht m hwjunwgukphtt nwppbp juenygubph dhengny:

Mhnnmpymibtp  smuh Ykpwhuynnnipiut gnpshpuluqd nwpwsyo  gpuijubnpyul,
nuunudtwfut spugptph dpnughnwpluiwl hundwp, hulj hujudwlub Yppogwuiitiphg Uhwy th

pubhutt Ll hwdwgnpswlhgmd  wbntjuumput  (nwiuiudp  puqupughwlul

U Quujwjupht: Uwpwiwul nku’ Ter-Matevosyan V., Turkish soft power politics in Georgia: Making sense of
political and cultural implications; Religion and Soft Power in the South Caucasus; Ed. by Jédikcke A.;, New York,
Routledge, 2017, pp. 21-41

18 KopHu HaCHJIBCTBEHHOTO SKCTPEMM3MA U pafuKanusanuu B Asepbaiimxane u I'pysuy, c. 23;
http://library.fes.de/pdf-files/bueros/georgien/14973.pdf

' Islam in Georgia: Policy and integration, Research report, Caucasian House, The Center of cultural relations,
Thilisi, 2016, p. 25.



hwuwpwlmpjut  juquuljtpympymubtph,  wjwpbdhwiut - jud - jpunduidhgngubph
ukpluyugnighsutph hbw:
Cqpuiljugni pinili

Jpuwunwbh Zwjwunwiht  uwwhdwbwlhg opowtubph dUks dwup phwlbgus E
Untuntjdwbikpn] quwnpuybu phwitkpny, npnbn welw i dh owpp hhutwubnhplbp:
Uwubunpuybu qquih pyny phwikp skl jununid Jpughpki b hwnnppuygnipyut hhdtwlwb
lkqnit pwpnibwlnud E dbwy pnwubpbup: 9hpehtt opowinid whnnipiniit ppuljubuginud |
huunkgpuwl dh pwpp dpwgpkp, npnig tywunwlp tpyph ohw phwlsnipyut wowbjwgnyg
ukpqpuynmdt E Jpuguljub hwuwpwlnipmniind:

dpwunwih  phwywpbuy  ppgwlikpnud  nwpwswypgwiught bpkp  whnnipibibpp
bpwp, @nipphwt b Unppbpwtp thnpdnud i hpkug wqpbigmpniup nupwst] nbnbuwljw,
Eplihly, dpwlnipuyht b jpntwlut gnpshpujuquh pkpnunpuudp:

dpuguljut Ynquhg Zwjwunwbh  uwhdwbwlhg  phwlufuiptpmd - @nipphugh b
Unppigwth Ynnuhg hhwnbnnuluinpth  ppujubugioud £ «hunl mdh»  Junmbgquujnp
punupuluimpmb Ukswgiting pymppulju wwpph wqpbgnipni nt hnpdbng tntnjuby
dnnnyppugpujut. - wuwulbpp: Zknwqunid uw htwpwynpoipmnit juu dpuunwuith
nwpuspmu unbnst) Onipphwt Unppigwht juwnn pinippuljutn puwljwjuyptph dhowgp,
hugt whthwyn winjwwbquyhtt futighplitp £ wowgwgitint ny  vhuyt Zwjwunwih, wyb
Jpwuwnwith hwdwp:

Fnipphwjh hwdwp Jpwuwnwih nip u wnwphwpunupulut u
wohwuphwninbuwlui uplnpmpmt ghwh YUngiuu b Ykbnpniwljwt Uuhw wdbbuups b
Juynih  wiwpwbghly Swpwjbint wbkuwilnithg: Zwpwduwyht Yndjuunid  nidkph  tnp
Jhipunpuuwynpdutt wuydwiubpnid Ubjuwput b Fwpnmit swpnibwlbint i gopsunpby
httwpuynp wipnng gnpshpwljwqup’ tepgpodught, tpwynpught, Ypntwljul, qunuhupayul
b nwqUuljul, Ypuunwtt hpkg ninképnid wwhbnt hwdwp:

SHI'I COMMUNITY OF GEORGIA: REALITIES AND FEATURES
Lilit Harutyunyan (IOS NAS RA), Tatevik Manukyan (IOS NAS RA)
SUMMARY

Due to current processes and developments unfolding in the modern world, a greater attention has been
drawn to the situation pertaining to Muslim minority communities worldwide, and Georgia is no exception. The

Muslim community is the largest religious minority group in Georgia. All Islamic communities and institutions in



Georgia, be they Sunni or Shi’i, are theoretically under the central authority of the imam of Thbilisi’s central
mosque, himself dependant on the Baku-based Administration of the Muslims of the Caucasus.

The researches, conducted in Georgia have demonstrated that despite the historic experience of co-
existence between diverse religious groups, the country experiences longstanding problems related to the lack of
integration of various religious denominations into mainstream communities. The article examines the features of
the Shia factor and the issues of external influence of "soft power" in the processes of integration and activities of

religious minorities in Georgia.

MW TCKAA OBIIIVWHA I'PY31H: PEAJIU 1 OCOBEHHOCTU
Jluut Apytioran (VIB HAH PA), Tarepux Maryxkau (B HAH PA)

B XOHTeKCTe IPOLIECCOB U peayuii OTHOCHUTENBHO IIPOGIEMATUKM MYCYJIbMAHCKUX MEHBIIMHCTB B
coBpeMeHHOM Mupe I'pysus He ABIfeTCS UCKIIOUYEHUEM. VI3 peUrHO3HBIX MEHBIINHCTB MyCYJIBMAaHCKas OOLIMHA
I'pysuu - camas Gosnsuasd. Bce mcmamMckue OGIMHBL XU MHCTUTYTHL B ['pysuu, 6yAb TO CyHHHUTCKME WIN UIMUTCKUE,
TEOpeTHYeCKX IOAYMHAIOTCS BJIACTH HMaMa IEHTPaJbHONH MedeTH B TOMIMCH, IOA STUIOH YIIpaBleHUS
mycynasmaH KaBkasa B Baxy.

Wccneposanus, kacaroupecs ['pysuu, IIOKa3hIBAaIOT, YTO, HECMOTPS HAa MCTOPUYECKUH OIBIT COCYIeCTBOBAHUSA
Pa3IMYHBIX PEJIUTHO3HBIX IPYIII, B CTPaHe CYIeCTBYIOT QyHJaMeHTaIbHbIe IPOOIeMsl, CBI3aHHbIE C MHTerpalyei
Pa3IMYHBIX PEJTUTHO3HBIX KOH(ECCHi ¢ OCHOBHOM 06GWIMHOM. B cTaThe paccMaTpuBaioTCsa 0COGEHHOCTH MIMUTCKOTO
daxropa 1 IpoGIeMbI BHELIHETO BIUAHUI “MATKOH CHJIBL B IIPOLIECCAX MHTETPAIMN U JeSTeIbHOCTH PEIUTHO3HBIX

MeHBIMHCTB ['pysumn.
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Zudwnnuughp
Znpuish byunwlyi £ pitm pjuh Eipuplt) hbnwiujuntpjut nuphtpht b pput hwenpryus spowtnud
Ungpplowtinid Ppwuh Pujudwlwt Zutpuybunmpjut (Ph2) Ypntwlud wqpignipjui tyunwlubpp,
ouipdwnhpltpp, ytip hwilk] ppuw wnwdtwhwnlnipniuttp, ppubinpnudubptt ne kpyuwthnfudw thoybpp:
ZEnwgnuinipjul juinhpt £ twb gnyg nwy Ugppliswunid bpuwth pntwljut wqpbgnipjut hnbwupubpt
nt hknwtjupp:

Munmudbwuhpnipyutt Yhpenid  hwbgh] bBup wyt Gqpuljugnipjub, np  stwjws  ppwbwlub
wqpbkgnipmiit Unpphowtth Ypntwljub nt dpwlnipujhtt nuonnid yuundwlut junp wpdwnttp niuh,
wjunthwinbpd, wtwpwugnidhg hp dtip Unpphipwtht dunnwhngmd Ep wjtt hwbhqudwtpp, np bPputp
guijuinid  tp  wpnwhwil]  puqupwlwi  shuywuinpmip  Unpphowinid  unbnskny
Ypniwuhpnipjudp wsph pulinng hpubwdbin unghwjulul htbwpubitp, wn pynd hputulub Swugnid
niikgnn  wbnupthlubkph opowtnid:  Upmynitpnid, hbwnjunphppughtt  qunutrwpuljut Juljninwdh
yuydwbbkpnid Ungppbowtin punupwljui b punupujppuljut wnnudny Ynndunpnoytg nhuh Bnipphwi:
Pwpnih wdkl Yhpy guijuimd bp wwhywit] whnnpput wouwphhl pinypep hwljuqnbng Ppubh
hwpwdnit  Ypntwlut  ubpputhwignidubpht:  Quuywués  Ungpphowtth wqquyhtt  widunubgnipjutp
hhdtwljuinid hwgnnytg skqnpugl) Ypnbwlwb pnpnjuljutipny nmwupwsynn «hpwbwlu Junwbqubpp»,
wyimwdbiugihd, hpubwlwt wqybgnpeniit Unpphowinid niikgun] unp b wiopekih hknlwbpbp’
Ypntwljut unp hupunipmiuttph, jppiwjut quhywinquljub sppwtwljutnh, punupujui hujmdhquh
b ohuyujut punupughwjut wjnhynipjut Abwynpdwt hmupgnud:

Pwbunh punkp’ Ugppkowl, Fpuwl, Puipphw, Lwppupub, shupalwbnipmnl, pnppalwbnpndd,
Jndljipqgu, «thunhnil nidy, gpnbwlub hlphnipinil, pupngsnipindl, Uqlhpe, uyupenyju:

‘Ukpwédnipnil

Zbnmwtulwjunipyut oppwinid hwuwpwlwlwi-punupulut Jipwthnfunidubph wpniudng
Unppbowbp  qupqugwy  Epthy  pippufulb  hlptmpput b @mipphugh  woluwphhy
Junwjwpdwt dnnbkih ninhny: pwt ninnujhnpkt tywuwnkght twb Ungppbowh tukpghnhl nu
pwqUulutt npppuubph  JEjunpubph ngpnppnudp ghwh  Ppwth  vmwpwswopowtiughe
Upgulhgitp @nipphw b Uwmnyub Upwphw, hisybu twl Ppulh woiuphwpunupuljwb
hujupwlnpputp UUL b bupuyk): bputh tjundwdp dhpwqquyhtt wyuwndwdhongutph b pput
htnbwé qgnpépupwgutnh  wpyniupnid, npnughg Ywplnp btp Ppwth ponipu  dpnudp



Juwuwhgényjwt b hwpuwynduuyyun bujpuququihtt gnpéptupwgutphg, Ppwtp npnywlhnpku
dbyniuwugytg:  Ujunithwinbpd, Othpwbip  &dynibimpnit ppubnpbng  Unpplipwtth  hkwn
hwpwpbpnipniibpod. wyn bpypoud hp wqnbgnipjut wdpuyindut tyuwnwlny dpnwybu
Juplnpk] b wnwetwhbppnipinit £ wdl] «hwhnil nidh» punupuljuinipyuip?: Qtuwyws uyh
hwbquuwtpht, np twppwuquhh ywownnup uvnwtidutinig htwnn pupbttnfuhs 2. (knhwh (2013 .
uhty opu) hpwhwwnpphpwtwlwi hwdwgnpswlgnipyut JEpwihgpuynpdwt tyyunwlng uljukg
Juplnpl]  wbnbuwlwt  hwpwpbpnipnitubph  qupqugdwt  gnpénup,  Unppheowth
holuwlimpiubpp  swpmbwlhbght  wpuwphl, wn  pymd hpwbwlwub,  Gpnbwlub
ubpputhwugnidubph nbd Ynowm hwljuqpbgnipniip: Ypntwlwb pununphst wyn Epypubph
hwpwpbpnipjniutipnid owupnitw g dbw) wnwyt) qquynit juinhphg dkyp?t:

Ppuiih punupwljuminipniih Ungpphowtinid muljuiugnivhg htwnn

1991 p. WUZU-h tdynignudp  unp  htwpwynpnipniiubp  unbindtg Ppwih  hwdwp
Unpplgwtnid hp wqnbigm pym b punjuyilnt hudwp hwodh webking kpjpudwuh hin nikgus
guundwlwl, Ypnuwut b dowlnipughtt  nupwynp Juwwbpp:  Unpphpwth hbwn
hwpwpbpnipniutbph ubpuwgnidp  htwpunpnipymt Yuwp bpubht tdwdl) np oniljw,
owhbjwinpkt hwdwgnpéwligl) Ywuwhg ényh juinhpubph onipg, h ndu Unppligwth dknp phipky
punupuwlul Unp nuobwhhg mdbnughtn] Shwjwlwh  mwbnkdp,  NwpSwWIpewlnIL
Fnipphwjh hkn dpgulgnipjut Uky wnwybjnipinit dtnp phpky, ubpunwugub) juwybpt Unpphowth
ppwiwlwt  swgmd  mbkgnn wnbkqupbhly  dognympnubph’ pughotbph m Yndyuupub
wwpuhlukph  pwpbph  hbw, wwpwstnt  undbjihquh  qunuthwpbbpp, nph uplnp
ulqpnilipbphg ' «lbjugup-t - $unphh»  huykgulupgp, twl hwlwugpkm Ppubwljwb
Unppbowh (Unpuyuwnwluih) hupgh onipe pwhwpynidubpht?:

Quwyws wdkbwwnwppbp nppuubpmd Ppwth htn Abwydnpdws  puquulnnd
hwdwgnpduljgnipjuinp, wjuntwdktwgtihy, dudwiuly wn dudwtiuly Epyynnu
hwpwpbpnipjniuttpnid b hwjn tht quihu jupjwénipjut opwputitp: Ppwtp nhunwplynid kp
nputu ny Junwhbih gnpépultp, npp ny vhuy dgununid Ep Ungpphowtnid nupwst) hp jpntwljut
U punupulub wqpbgmpnibp, wpl hudwgnpsulgmd bp Zuyuunwih hbn' qupupungub
hujudwpunnipjut hupgnid nitktwny npnpwljh hwjwuwpwlonyws dninbgnid, htgp Fupniu
puunid Ep pwguwuwlwb |nyuh ubppn: Unpphpwtnid Ppwuh Ypntwlut wqpbgnipiniup
pujulut nidlin kp 1990-wjuinbph wowehtt Yhuht: Zknwuwpnipjut spowtund Unpplowtn
Utpdwynp Uplbjph btpypubkph hbtwn Jupnud Ep pwg noubph punwpwlwinipmit, husp
qquihnpktt hEonwgunud tp tpdwés thnynud bPpwth  ubpputhwugnidt  Ungpphowt:  Uju
dudwtwjuwhunjuwsnmd Unpphowtp, Jupkh £ wubk], htintndws kp hpwugh dhuhnubpubpnd,

20 bpwitth «hwthnily nidh» puqupwljuinipyul twuht nk u Anar Valiyev, Iranian soft power in Azerbaijan:
Does religion matter?, Religion and Soft Power in South Caucasus, 1 st edition, 2017, Routledge, p. 86-87.

2 Ansgar Jodicke, Shia groups and Iranian religious influence in Azerbaijan: the impact of trans-boundary religious
ties on national religious policy, Eurasian Geography and Economics, Volume 58, 2017- Issue 5: Recinfiguration of

Politikal Space in the South Caucasus, p. 8-9.

22Kynues, DasMup, AsepbaiikaH: MPAHCKUI BEKTOP PeIUTHO3HOTO Bo3poxkmenust, llenTpanpuas Asus Y Kaskas,
2005, Ne 5 (41), c. 165.
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2 (Pdud undkjuhh pupkqopdwui hhpdtwnpudh» dwutwgnnp Ungpphowtmd mkgh) L hwupjniphg wyk;
dwulugmnbp: Uwipwiwub nk u Anar Valiyev, Azerbaijan: Islam in a Post-Soviet Republic, Middle East
Review of International Affairs, 2005, 9 (4).

* U @wpwyuly, bujudl Unpphgwinid . wlgyuyp b tkpljul, Gp., 2014, ke 87-93:

BInternational Crisis Group, Azerbaijan. Independent Islam and the State. IGG Europe Report 191, 2008.

26 Central Asia and the Northern Caucasus: Salafis, Shi'ites, and Jihadists, https://mesbar.org/central-asia-northern-caucasus-salafis-shiites-
jihadists/, January 1, 2014 «Zkqpujuthp» Shw Fnitthwpnih tjundudp twhdub nunuddhe Ep uwhdwk) nhpbu 1996
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Zumuwpuwluwluwt wpwbdhtt Ypntwubp padpiph hwdwp  Ungpplowtnid
ypntwlut hEnhtwlnipniuttp b hwdwpyb] wgbphujut Swgdwdp b
wwhywinnulwt hwjwugpubp niukgnn wjwpnuubp Unthwdbn dwqh
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27 Hema Kotecha, Islamic and Ethnic Identities in Azerbaijan: Emerging trend and tension. A Discussion Paper.
OSCE. Baku, 2006, p. 28.
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wnbkuwulniuhg: Ujniu llnqd}lg‘ Unyljuwup dntunydwbiubph Jupsmpjut (4U9) hnjwunt ukppn
gnpoénn bujwmdwlwt hwdwjuwpwip, npp wuwwupwunnd £ ohw hngunpulubtp, (hnyght
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28 Ansgar Jodicke, Shia groups and Iranian religious influence in Azerbaijan: the impact of trans-boundary religious
ties on national religious policy, Eurasian Geography and Economics, Volume 58, 2017- Issue 5: Reconfiguration of
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31 Unyt mbinnud, 827:
32Sofie Bedford, Islamic Activism in Azerbaijan: Repression and Mobilization in a Post-Soviet Context. Doctoral
Thesis. Stockholm University, http://www.diva-portal.org/smash/get/diva2:200259/FULLTEXTO01, 2009, p. 133.
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«Uniunypdwbwlut Jhwutnipjnits swupddwt nbd, npp nppbgpbing UPY-h punupulub b
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ppwyniiptibph  uvwhdwbwhwliwt bl wwhwioknd ns  dhuwyt  Lwppupuih  unghwy-
ninbuwluwl hwupghph hpunwy msndubp, wy twbh wquuugplus qnpshsitph’ «ungh
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dupnidutph b hwwnnlyy gnpénnnipjniuttph wpmynitpnid, npytu Juint, jujwbwynpynd Ehu

BUkup pugnhdwinid Bup wju junwjuwpnipjuip, npoghbnb bpubp tupupynud Bt uhnthuwnbbphb,
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345t 4 Galib Bashirov, The Politics of the Hijab in Post-Soviet Azerbaijan, Nationalities Papers, 2020, p. 5-6.
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hutinid Uqyhpt E, npp Junnigty L ohwyujut niptpnpy hdwd Ujh hptt Untuw Ug-fRhquagh (766-818) ppng
ghipuquutuntnhmd b wmbnughubph oppwinid huynuh L «Lwpnupwb thhpy widudp: Vuppupuih
plwlsmpnitp  dpnwwbu pupudt] £ jkigunuyht tnwppulut pughptbph uudwsd  qugh,  oph,
EEjunpututpghuh duwnwljupupndubph hbn: Uduind Uk smhbph Ehwutnud tub gnpswiqpnipmniin:
Hapmapan, Kaskasckuit VYsem, https://www.kavkaz-uzel.eu/articles/291187/, 21 wmronas 2017 /huluulhh]_h\
12.05.2020/
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bwlb  hnqlnpulwbttp: 8nyghph Ywqduwlbpyhsubipt nt  dwubwlhgubpp, JUks  dwuwdp,
nuunuwwpnynd Eht wnwbduwlh swip hwigugnpénipinitutnh hnpjuwsubpny®”: Lwppupwh
ohwibkpht jnkigubjnt y&nwljwt thorp dkliwplkg 2015 p. hnljunbtdpbpht, tpp Unpplipwtih dh pwupp
puwnupubkpnid Upnipwyh ugn wpuwpnnnipiniubph wbgugdwt pbd dEntwpldtkghtt quuhs
gnpénnnipjnitiitp, nphg hbnn Vwpnuwpwip Ypyhtt gupdwy phdwnpmput fEunpnt: 2015 p.
unjtdpbphg dkjuwmplkghtt Vwpnuwpwih ywwndhy gnpénnnipiniuttpp, npnup bywwnwl niubkhu
JbEpotmjutiwytiu pwpipwpul] «Untunijdwbwljut dhwutinipinit» pupdnudp, dppuluyb) tpu
wnweunpn ohw puwphquuwnhl hnqginpuljwb Guth Fwunhpquntht, yipghtthu twppupwugh
hwdwnhkphtt' phgubing wjwbp: Uujwsh wuyugnygh kwyl thwuwnp, np 2017 p. hntiuph 25-
ht FPuwph npuunwpwip dbnuppulwt nuwuwddeny (Fuykh Fwunhpqupbht nt bpuw 17
wowlhgubph npuuwwywpnbkg 20 wnwpu  wquuugpuun®: Quwjws  whwnnipjub
ppuwduonidutpht, dwubwynpuybu ‘Lwuppupuwind hpwbwlwub §pnbufut wqnbgnipniup
owpnibwlnid t dbw) hwuwpwlwlwb-punupuljut b §pnbwlwut opwlwpgh powgniyu
qnpénu®:

Bqpuljugnipinii

Unppbowtth  wqqujhtt  wbunwbgnipniip  hbnwbjwjunipjut b npwt hwenpnpwé
wnmwphtbtpht, punhwtinip wpdwdp, Jupnnuguy Ywubkgub] tpypnd Ppwbh Ypntwlub b
punupuwluwb wqpkgnmipmnitp, nph  hwonmmpnitp wuwydwbwynpyws Ep dh owpp wyy
gnpéntiibpn] wyppbowbtwlwt  hwuwpulmpjut  wowbjuwbu  woluwphhly  plnypp,
hwuwpwlnipjub oppwtinid jundbjuhquh qunuthwpubph ns juyb dnpnypnuljwinipniup, Fupyh
pnippudtn Ynndunpnonidp, ppwtwljut Ypnbwut wpbgnipjut nid «aqupnnuujutt hujudh»
Jud «qquonniuljwb shujuljwimt pjuiy b whnwljw dipkiwh §non huljugnlgnipniip®, twb
unitith hujwdh opowbwfubpnid qnpénn gnukbwjuinipjut b Juhwpwujwinipjut npnywlh
wnwolumunugnidt  Ungpphpwtnmd:  Umiu Ynnuhg, Ppwh  wpuwpht  fpntwlub
ubpputhwugnidubph nbd wppuwphhl b pntwluwb hojwimpmbubph hwlwuqpbgnipniu
tuwybku tywunbkg whwnnipjut wohiuphhly hupunipjutt onipg hwuwpwlnipjutt hhdtwlwb
otbpntph hwdwpdpdwtp: Unpphpwtimjutt hojuwtinipniuitiphtt hwennytg qtipd wuwhtk; Ypnup
punupuluiugnihg  hupudp  hdwnnpkl  ogunugnpstiny  npuybu  wqquyhlt  huplnipyub
AtwynpUwtt b hwdwppiwphuyhtt  hyjwdwlwt wqghtt b Untunydwbwlut  pwnwthpht
(nuddwyhty) hunbgpybint gnpshp: Uhlitnygt dudwbwly, hwljdws Gup Jupstint, np Ungppbhowtinid
hpwtwlut Ypnbwfut tkppwthwignidubph b ppuwbtwljut dhpwdnnipjut duuhtt whnnipjut
Alwynpws Jupspwwnhwybpp tbkppunupulut opwjupgnid wpwybjuwbu tywwnwl niukp
ophtwwiwghtint  Jupswlupgh priwdiomdbpp  phk’ Ypnbwlui b phk’ wouwuphhy
npunphunipjut nhd:

37 Luprpupuitth nhyptph bt Buykh Punhpqunth dwuhb dubpudwub nk v Murad Ismayilov, Islamic
radicalism that never was: Islamic discourse as an extension of the elite’s quest for legitimation.Azerbaijan in focus,
Journal of Eurasian Studies, 2019, Vol. 10(2) 183—196.

8 ‘Unyyt mbinnud:

¥Political Islam in the Caucasus: Trends in Islam in the Wider Caucasus, Carnegie Endowment,
http://carnegieendowment.org/files/022212 transcript poli-islam-12.pdf

40 Batipam bammxku, Cyap0s! mun3Ma B mocTcoBeTckoM Asepbaiimxane. JTHorpadudeckoe obospenue 2, M., 2006,
c. 84.
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Udkt  wwpwqunud, hpwbtwlwt gonpdénup wjyuop L owpnitwlnid £ npnowljh
nphpujuunupmpmnit nibkbw;  Unppbowth  hwuwpwlwlwb-punupuljutt b Ypnbufub
nupwnnid: bputthtt hwennytg Unpphowtnid hktp untinst) shwjwlwt swhwynp, wpdwnwlu
b wwhywinnulijut wpwdwugpnippnibiubph dbwynpdwt b pughwbpuybu, «punupulju
hujmdh» qupqugdutt hwdwp: B stuwywé opkupny uwhdwidws uvwhdwbwhwlnidubpht,
wpgkjpubpht b «quounuwlut  hujmdh»  hwlwuqpbgnipyuip, Ungpphowinid  unghwy-
nunbuwlub  juunhpubph, junuph wquumput puguluynipjut, dwpgnt hpwydnibupubph
ninpunid wnfw fjuinhpubph, dké dwduutph hwutnn §npmiyghwih b wpdbpujht hwdwljupgh
YEpyuihnpudwt wuydwbubpnud Ypntp dbdwdwuwdp unghwjuljwt  hwdwpdpdwt nbp k
fuwnnud, npp pbpwgpt wilwubh E Uju hwdwnbpunmd, hpuwbtwlwb Gpnbwlwub b
Uswljm puyhtt wqytgnipintut wybu Juyni hhdpbp niuh Unpphowimd, wyy pynid hpubwljwb
dwgnid niukgnn wmknupthlubkph opowtnud:

IMINUTCKUM ®AKTOP B ASEPBAV/DKAHO-MPAHCKMX OTHOIIIEHWAX

Ilens [paHHOM CTaThU - M3YYUTh MOTMBBL M HHCTPYMEHTapuil peIUTHO3HOTO BiausHuA Vcmamckoit
Pecny6muxu HWpama B AsepGaiimxaHe, Iocie OOpeTeHMS HE3aBUCHMOCTH, BBISBUTH OCOOEHHOCTH, 3TaIlbl
TpaHChOpPMAlUY U IIOCIEACTBUA STOTO BIMIHUA. B pesynbraTe MCCIeNOBAaHMUS MBI IPUIIIM K BBIBOZAY, YTO XOTH
HMpaHCKOe BIUAHUE HMeeT ITyOOKMe MCTOpHUYecKre KOPHU B PEIUTHMO3HOM U KyJIbTypHO# chepe AzepbaiimxaHa,
baky omacascsi HapacTaHWsS MpPAHCKOTO PEJIWTHO3HOTO BIMAHMA, TaK Kak A3sepbaiifkaH IIOJIUTHKO-
IMBUIN3AIIMOHHO 60Jlee OPHEHTHPOBAICI B CTOpoHY cBeTckoi Typuum. ITomumo Typiuu, Azep6aiifkaH Tarke
HajafuJa TeCHOe COTPyZHHU4YecTBO ¢ ommoHeHTamu VMpawa- WMspamnem u CIIA. Xors Asepbaiimxany B
3HAYUTETBHON CTelleHU yJaJoCh HEHTPaIM30BaTh MPAHCKOE PEIUTHO3HOEe BIMSHUE, TeM He MeHee OHO OKa3aso
rIy6oKOe BO3ZTENCTBHE Ha TIOSBIEHHE HOBBIX PEIUTHO3HBIX MAEHTUYHOCTeH, KOHCEPBATUBHBIX KPYTOB,
IMOJIUTUYECKOTO MCIAaMU3Ma M IIMUTCKOM TpaxkmaHcKoii aktuBHOCTU. Iloz Bmusaxumem Mpama B AsepbGaiimxaHe
Hab.TI07a710Ch IPOGYKAeHNe KOHCEPBATHBHOTO IIMU3Ma B TOM YHCJIE CPeAU HAPOAOB UPAHCKOTO MPOUCXOKIEHUS —
TaJIbIIIeN ¥ KaBKa3CKUX IIEPCOB.

KoioueBste cnoBa: Asepbarizpxan, Hpar, Typyusa, HaprapaH, muusM, TIODKH3M, XOMEHHH3M, «MATKaA CHIIa»,
DEIHTHO3HAA HAEHTHYHOCTb, IIPONaraHja, MeYeTs, aATO/LIA.
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SHIA FACTOR IN AZERBAIJANI-IRANIAN RELATIONS

The purpose of this article is to study the goals and motives of religious influence of the Islamic Republic of
Iran in Azerbaijan after gaining independence, to identify its features, stages of transformation and consequences.
As a result of the study, we came to the conclusion that although the Iranian influence has deep historical roots in
the religious and cultural sphere in Azerbaijan, Baku feared Iran because Azerbaijan was oriented towards Turkey
in terms of politics and civilization. Apart from Turkey, Azerbaijan has also established close cooperation with
Iran's opponents, Israel and the United States. Although the national security of Azerbaijan largely succeeded in
neutralizing Iranian religious influence, it nevertheless had a profound impact on the emergence of new religious

identities, conservative circles, political Islamism and Shiite civic activism. Under the influence of Iran, Azerbaijan



witnessed the awakening of conservative Shiism, including among the people of Iranian origin - Talysh and
Caucasian Persians.

Key words: Azerbajjan, Iran, Turkey, Nardaran, Shiism, Turkism, Khomeinism, 'soft power’, religious
Identity, propaganda, mosque, ayatollah.
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Upuwpu Cupujut

Putunh punbkp pyunfwlwmb hwdbpuopnyenil, Puyunfwlwl hunfugnpsulignipnl
Juguulbpynipinil, hwlwudwpnnipinil, wiyjnwbgnipinil, nnpdbwluy nhppnpnonid,
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Udthnthnud

Ubhwpmnippul  Epkunit  wwphbbph  phpugpnid  Ungppkowih  wpunuphl
punuwpwliwinyeyul ke hywdwlwl gnpénip Guwphnp phkp Fonibbgly:  Qhuywus
Upppbowlin wiphnuphhly wkwnnipinil F, npl wdpugnywd F uwmhdwinunppnipjudp, Fupnil
nipo  owhpkp bkpppkg dwu  Guqdbim  dpowgguyhll  pupunfwlub - planwihphb:
UDwublun/npugbu  Zkpup  Ujhbh  popuwbnippul quynig hkwnn  widpugpiykg uyl
wkuwllwnp, np Uppphkowlp ubpunplbli Juyyws b pywdwlulb wohnuphh hkwn
pumupulppulul Guykpny: Uks wky wugny puyyudhls npyku punjubiupwingend,
Shuwlupg b Upwlnyp, Zlpup Uphlp b hknmwquynid ' Prhund Uphbp, undki plis wpkghti’
hwlwgnbini Upppkowinid  pywdh  pupwpwlwinugdwin 0 hgudwlui
pumupuighwlwl wilhnhynippul quupwinp: Zpbhpugu, Unppkowih popnubinipinibbbpp
jujuignyiin - oqunugnpdkghl  pupudwlmli - wopnuphp  bkpmidp Pujunlwluh
hunlwgnpdwilignipinii qugquwlbpuynyeywl o wyy npnywlabph dhongny, hujudwlui
uppiuphnid  Zuywunmwbh pld opwlwpg dbwynpbini b wpguhpywl  hwpgnid
wowlgnipinih  uwnwbuyn:  hwpgnid:  Uppnibpnid,  hkinjbinyg pwyywdwlub
hulbpuwplunipul quyuhwph Yypw, Ugppbowlhi hwonnykg &whwskih nuniuy b pwhly
Uniunydwinulwil wiphnuphh wowlgnipintin wdkhuwnmwpplp npnpunbbpnid: Puywdulwb
wolnuphnud  wdpmgpykg Zuguwmnwih  kpgwpp npgku  wepkunp  wkwnnipindb:
Qniquihkrwpwp, bwlh Poipphugh hpwhpdundp, hujunfwlwl dhounjugpnud, wyn pynid
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Ukpdun/np  Uplbbpnid,  dbhunnpijbghtt  huynipjuil wnisynng winfinwbguyhb
dwpunwhpun/kpbhkp, npnip wnpunfly guyunnih gpublnpnid unwgui 2020 p. woluin
wpguijuyuil Epypnpy wunnkpuqup plpugpnrd:

bujmdwlwt hwdwgnpswljgnipmit juquultpynippniup  (P249) huyjudwlut
wppowphh  pwhbptt n1 hbhwwppppnipnibitpp ukpujugunn  dhpwqquyhte
Juquuljbpynipnit E, nph hhdpnud pujws b huyjwdwlut hwdbpwppunipjut b
hwdwgnpéwlgnipyut qunuthwpp, hisybu twb hyywdwlwbh wpdtpubph Wwhywinid
nt  wuwonwuwbnipmniip:  Ypntwpwnupwlwb punyp nmbbkgnn Juqdulbpuynipjut
opowbwljubpnid  winud  whunmpmnitubpp  hwdwgnpswlgnid B wdkbwwnwppbp
ninpunitpnud, puttwpynid wyt jpughputpp, npnugnud ubpgpudqus Eu dntunyjdwbwljut
Epyputp fud hwdwjupubp*:

wUZU thinignidhg htnn bujudwljut hwdwgnpswljgnipmnit juquuljbpuynipjut
wphuiwphwgpnipitt punuwyidtg: Zwnjubowlwt k, np huyjudp ujukg Jupbnp wnkn
qpunbtgul] Fwpyh wpunwphtt pwnupuwlwunipjut  dbkp: 1991 p.  Unpphowlp
htwpunphppuyhtt dntunydwbwljut hwiipuwybunnipniiubphg nupdwy wowehtp, np
winuduljgkg huyjwdwljut wphtwuphh pupdpwgniyt punupwlut dwpduht: Unpphowh
wpunwphtt punqupujuimpjut dby huyjwdwluit mnpnipmitt wdpuwiundtg ZEnup
Uihth holuwtinipjut opnp (1993-2003) L hp owpnitwlnipjniup quuuy Pihwd Ujhlh
twhwquhnipyut opowimd bu: Zwwnljwbpwlui k, np wppuwphhly hhdptp niukgnn
Unpphowtt hpklt wibpuyuhnpkl hudwpbg pupudwlut Quidwgh punlugnighsp!
dqunbkiny huyjudwlwt wopowphp ubplujuging whknmpmitubph hbn ubpn m
hudwuwwpthwl] hwdwgnpsuljgnipjut hwunwwndwip: Uju dwuhtt puquuphy wiqud
hwjnmwpupt] b pk ZEngup, pk bihwd  Uphliukpp: 2006 p.  Pujudwlwi
hudwgnpsbujgnipyut juquulbpynipjut  wpungnpstwpiwpupubph Fupgh XXXIII
tunwypowbnid kjnygp mikiund Unpphowth wpngnpstuuupup k. Twdwnygupnp
dwutwynpuybtu kg «Unpphowttt huyjmdwljuwt Mdduwh winud E ...b dqumd k
Ukpnpnud niitkiuy wqqbph Epununipyul Uk npujku Yudnipe Uplikph b Uplidnunph
1[11211»42:

Ulptnnptt  htnwdnun  1htkng wpunwphtt punupuljuinipjut  hujudwlut
ninnmpjuh qupqugiuip Unpphowih uljukg wljnhdnpbt hudwgnpswligh) B2Y-h hbwn:
b2U-nid bEpynt wnwulyulhg wydbk] wwphubph ywwndmpnit niubkgnn  Unpplowtp
ubpjunudu hwonnnipjudp ukpgpuydws £ b dwubtwmlhg t Junnygh oppwtwljubpnid
duwuwiynn qplpt  ponp hhdtwlwb  gopdpupwgubpht:  Zpupwgu, Unppphowth
hojwinipnitubpp P24 hwppwlt wpwybjwgnyiu oquuwugnpstghtt tplyphtt hniqnn
lhutinhpubpp pupdpugubing, wpwehtt hipphtt Zwjwuwnwuh nbd opwljupg dlwynphint
hudwp: Ujjunjugnipiut Jipuddus hmjuhuwyjuljut pupngsnipniut hpujutwugytg
pt  Ukppht, phk  wpuwpht uwpwih hwdwp: Upinwphll juwpuwih  hhdbwljwb
phpwhiutnhg Uklp, thwuwnnpkl, nupdwy huyjuwdujut wopuwphnp:

Zwupl k by, np P2U-t hwj-wgpphowtwjut hwjudwpunmpjuit wnwehtt wiqud
wimpunupdun] 1992p.: Lwn 1992p. dwpunht Bkhpwh, Tijwpw, Pupn, Unulpju b
Bplwt wygh kg P29 wuwwnyhpwlnipiniup, nph nkjujunpt kp P29 qluwynp pupunnigup

i Charter, Organisation of Islamic Cooperation, https://www.oic-oci.org/page/?p id=53&p ref=278&lan=en
42 Addresses by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Azerbaijan Elmar Mammadyarov, Journal of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Azerbaijan, No. 15, 2006, p. 7.
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Zudhn Up-Quphph (1989-1996pp.) oguwljwi, ntuyut Unthwdbn Unhuhlp: Lwjupwl
wy, Zwjwunwip nhdlp Ep Upwpulwi  whumpynibbbph  (hquyht b bP2Y-hi
huwjudwpunnipjutt gninh nhwnnpputp niqupyne pugpuipny: Ujgh tyuwwnwl kp
dSwinpwbw] wpguwhywt puunph b tpu moedwt htwpuwynpnipmitiibph Jepupbpyug
nwpwswopowth whwnipmiubph phjwdupubph wbuwlbnbbphtt:  Zujwunwinod
wuwwnyhpwlynipniup  hwinhwynuwlubp mbbkguy UFL-md b Uqquphtt  dnnnynud:
Nunyhpulnipjut winudtbpht pugnittkg twb 22 bwhwquwh L. SEp-Nhwnpnuywbp, npp
htin qpnygnid U.Unhuhuit pngstg juquulbpynipyub wilknd gulnipmiip wewlghy
nwpwduwopowinid  juwnunnipjutt b jumniinipjutt hwunwwndwtp: Ynndtpt
wlipnyjwwnpblh  hwdwpbkghtt  juunhpp Ypnbwut wbuwtynithg  phuwplbnt
dhnnwlubpp: 22 bwppwquhp tokg, np Zujuunwuh nEjwdupnipniip sh gubjubnid,
nputugh punhpp gupbw dh tnp Ypntwlut hwuwdwpunnipnit Upbkph b Uplbdninph
Uholi: Lwli hnyu hwjnutg, np P2U-h twdwb hbEphtwlwynp Juquuibkpuynipjut
wowlgmpinip jupny Eywunty utugph jownwn jupgquidnpdwbp®:

bz4 wwyhpwynipjut Jepunwupdhg htwnn, 1992p. wuyphiht, LEgnuynid, Zwudhy
Ul-Qwphnyp hwjudwpwn Ynndbphtt §nsy wpbkg hwunbu phpk] wbhwwwn Ypuyp
nunuplgubnt b welw juughpubpp jpwnun  Jdhongny nskint puph Judp U
htEnwwntunipniu:

Eynd Ep, pk npnpwlh hpdpkp Eu unbnddty P29-h b Zujwuwnwth dhol ninhy
Juy unknstnt, hsyhu twb hwjuwdwpunnipjut pwunun jupquynpdwt hupgnd 24
owhbljwl nhpwljuwwnwpnipyut hwdwn: b nby, wundhpuljubkpp hpwdwpytghti ny vhuygh
Upguju wyghiky, wyph Gplwimd hwinhuyby Upgujuh wwownbunwplbph htn®:

P24 nhppnpnonudp wpguhyutt hwjudwpunmpjui tjundudp wupdunwybu
thnpudtg, tpp Upguwjuh wuwownwywbwlwb mdbipp Ekpwhulnnnippit hwunwnbght
Cnuphnid b Lwghunwd, htsp htwpwynpmipmit wndkg Jhpulubqul; Upgujuh huy
puulpsnipjutt whdunuwbgnipmipn: Zwjwdwpunnipyut Jepupkpu; P24 nhppnpnodwt
Alwynpdwtt hupgnmd twlwbt wywbwlnipnit niutguy 1993 p. hwyjulwt nidbph
Jtpwhulnnnipjut  hwunwwnnudp pwqUujupujutt  tpwbwlnippit nitkgnn  wy
wnwpwdpupnid bu (LEjpuowp, Unipwpint, Unpud, Quuqkjwut, dhqnuh, Quppuyhy),
htsp tywwuwnbtg Upgujuh onipe wbjunwbgnipjuit gnuint unbnddwtp: Upgujuh
Zumipuybtnnipyui qhtqws mdbph gnpénnmipinitubpp huyjuljwt hwuwpuljuljui-
punupwlwlt  jununypnud  phuwpykg npybu wquuugpnud,  dhowqquyht
opowtuiljitipnid’ npuybu poiuqui]pnud (aggression) hkg wynuku by by quibkn] UUY-
h, twll’ P29 putwdlibpnud:

P24 Jwiuntwunpuljut dwpdhuubpnid Upguuh jaungph onipe hwj-wnpphpwtwlut
hujudwpunnipjutt hupgh wnwehtt wbqud putwpldtg 1992 p. hnithuh 14-ht
Unuwdpnind juyugus winud ywhnnipniuttph wpngnpstwpiupupubph hwinhuydwb
pupwugpnid: Upguhywt hwjudwpunnipjut dwuht phl wnwbdht putwdlb spungniudtg,
uwuytt hwipgp wnkn quuy wdthnthhy huyunwpupnipyut 14-py fhnnud: b2U-u
Zujmunnwutht - Yny wpkg  Jhpwbugl]  dwujupuuuonuutt hp wgpluhy
punupwljwimpiniips, hul dhowqquyhtt hwipmpjuip  «<uwjuunwbh Jpu Shonid

4 Opnuygh qpuenid’ Juyugws 1992p. dwpwnh 21-ht Zwjwunwbh  Zwipuwbunippub twwquh Tint Skp-
NEwnpnupuith b PYY qjluwynp pupuniniquph oghwljw U.Unhuhth dhol (22 UL wpuphduyhtt hwunwpnphp):

# <Cuyuunwtth Zwubpuytnnipmis opwpptpp, 02.04.1992

SU. Gupuywl, bujudwlut  Ynudkpwin  Juqdwlbpuynipmii.  Junnigquspp, qunuuhwpuwjununipniip,
nhppnpnonidp Twpwpwnjut hwljudwpnnipjut Wundudp, Gplwl, 2003, ke 190:



gnpdwnnk], npybtuqh Ybpohtiu nunuph wpgbp nupbtw] hwjuwdwpunmput fuwnun
nsdwl Smbwwuphhly, Jepuljuuqth Ungppliowtth nwpwsépuwhtt wdpnnowljwunipiniup,
Epwohuwynnph thwpunwljuwutbph JEpunupdu hpkug mukp»*e: ‘

bzY-u Zujwunwiht dbknunptg npybu wgpbunp whnnipmit whnbubing wju
hwiquuwipp, np hwljwdwpunnipjut puyuwjinudp juyduws tp juqlulbpynipju
winud  Unppbowth Ynnuhg nidh wbtwpwnby Jhpwndwt htwn:  Ppuljutnd,
Unppgwtp ppgunhuljby Ep Zujwuwnwip, huy Upgupuh hugjulub ptufujwipbph pu
skhtt qunupmud  wnpphpwbwluwt  pwtwlh qupulnénidubpp «Fpurp Juywtbphg,
hpwtnpltphg b qunwughpltphg: P29 guunfnp pwpumnup Zudhy  Up-Guphnhb
nnus  twdwlinud 22 wpungnpstwpwpup £ Zndhwbthuyjwip  wnd  Ep, np
Zuyuunubhy dkqunpbny wgpbuhugh b swdupuuywonnipyub Uk b2U- wnbkunud kp
Unpplpwth wttwhiunby wgpiuhwt Upgwuh nbd*: Vwpowpupt wpdwuwgpniud Ep, np
bz4 phppnpnonudp  hwjuwdwpunmpjut  Jepupbppu; wthwbquunipjutt wbknhp bp
wnwhu:

bz4-h htwnn phywbwghunwlwb sthndubph plipwugpnid hwjuwunwiyub Ynndp
puquhu thnpdl] b wwupqupwinudubp ) wpgujyut hwjudwpunnipyut Enipjul,
huunun musnudubp guubnt Zujwunwih hojowbnipniuubph ewuptph dwuht: vugph
Jbpupbpu)  Zujwunwih wwynnbwluwt  ghppnpnonudp . P2 oppwtimljubipnud
[nuwpubbm wyugnygh k22 twpwquh L Skp-NEnpnuyyuh twdwlp hwugbugpdus
bz4 quwynp pwpuniqup Zwiuhy Up-Quphght b hypudwut  wbunnpemitubph
wpuwpht gnpstph twpiwpwpttph 1993 p. wwyphh 25-29-p Mwihunwih Ywpush
punupnid gnidupdus XXI tunwopowth dwutwlhgubpht: Nintpdnud 22 twpuwgquhp
skp pupgunid, np Zwjwunwih hpfuwbnipnibittipp hntuwpwpqus th, pwth np P24-u
stp wpdwquipl] hwdwgnpswlgnipjutt Zujwuwnwih wrwewplubpht: Upguhyut
hujudwpunnipjut  Wuundudp YnpUtuwywh  punypep, 22 twjwquhh  Jupshpny,
dvhwljnnuuwuh mbnkjuwnynipjut quwndwnny kp, husp tubdwgunid Ep wytt hwpqupp,
npt niukp Jhowqquyhtt  hwupmpmitp Puyjudwljut  hwdwgnpswuljgnipmni
Juquuljtpynipyub tjundudp®:

Zujuwunnwh  wwonnbwlwl oppwtwljubph owupkpp P24 opowtiwlubipnid
wpguwhywb hwupgp (nruwpwubnt ninnnipjudp wbhwpynitwytn Ehu: 1993 p.-hg h Jtp
huyyjwdwlwt wojpwphh pwpdpugnyt punupuljui dwpdhip Zujwunwih Jepupbpug
npntgntg  Ynpin nhppnpnpnud,  htyp  wwphtbph  pbpwgpmd E o wnjbjh ump
otonmunpnudubp  vnwgwy: Upgwjpywi  hwjwdwpunipjut  JEkpwpbpu; 24U
Ununbkgnudubipp htudws Eh ny hwjuwuwnh b dhwlnpdwh mbnkynipmniuutph ypu:

P24  ququptwdnnnjutpnmid b wpuwphtt gqnpstph twjawpwpubph
hwiunhynulubpnid Jbpohtt wwwphutpht, npybtu Juwunb, pugniudl] B «Zwjwunwih
Zutpuybwnnipjut wgpkuhwt Ungpphowth Zubipuybnnipjut nid» pwtwdlbpp, npnug

46 ‘Unyjh inbinnud, te 192-193:

47 Uljuws 1991p. wmwyphih 30-hg kptip wdhu swpnibiwly Unpphowtin hwy wqquptwlsnipjut ntd hpuljubwgptg bpithy
qunudikp b ppiwqunp Qhnupbuh Gupuppowinid b Cwhnudjwh opownid, npwnbkn 24 huyfulwt gninkp
nuuwplytghtt: thnbu 1988-h thtwnpJuph 26-28-p, h wuwwnwujuwb Lintughtt Twpwpwnh npnodwtp, Ungppliowtn
whnujuh dwjupnpulny juquuytpytg Untdqujhph hujtkph owpnbpp, npnig duutwygtghtt punuph ppujuuyuwh
dwpuhbubpp: 1y wuwlwu nudwt tht Qqubownid (Yhpnquwpwy), hull wyinthbnb Fupynd hugtiph wjundwdp
hpuljutug]wé gupnbpp:

4 22 wpingnpsuwjuwnuph bwdwlp b2Y giluwynp pupunniqup Zwdhny Up-lwphpht 06.07.1992 (22 UL wpfuhduyhl
thuwunpupnphp):

9 U. Qupuyul, hujudwlub jnudptwiu juquulitpynipniup, upy. woha., ke 195-196:



pnjuwbnulnipiip  gpbpk tnyutt E Ypwbgnd  P2U-u, pughwtinip wndwdp,
nuunwwupnb] b Zujuunwtt hppll wgpunp, Unpphewth thundwdp tnwpudpuyghi
hwuljunipynitiip nittignn, Unppbhowth dowlnipwghtt wpdbpubptt nt nkunipuubpp
nstswgnn  tphhp: P2U-u UYny b wpl] winud wbunpmuubpht b dhowqquyht
hwipnipjuip «oquuugnpst] punupulul U ninbuwlwb wqnkghl thongutp Jkpe
nubknt hujjuljwt wgpbuhwjhtt b wnpphowbwljuwb mwpwspubpnh prtwquypdwip, qipsd
diw]  Zwjuwunwbht qiup U uwywnwqhimpmibubp  wpudwnpbinig»,  qpuyjuyg
wnwpwdputpnid wnpphpwigh wqquptiwlsnipju nhd gnpénnnipnitutpp npulk) £ hpph
duppnmpjutt ghd  nppdws hwbgugnpdnipmi: P2U-u1 gpuunwwywpnbk] b
«unpphowtwljutt  qpuju;  nwpwspubpnid  dwpunwpuwybnwlub,  dowlnipuyghl,
Ypnuwut hnpwpdwbbph nstywgdut thwuwnpr, yuhwiel], npytuqh Zwjwunwuh
wnwlg twhyuwydwbubtph b wdpnpouwbu pnipu phiph qnppbipt wppphowtwlwt
qpuidju nwpuspbphg, tkpunju) Liptught Twpupunhg hpulwbugibnd UUY Ul
822, 853, 874, 884 pwtwdlbpp b dwbwsh Unppbowth huptihpjuwtinipniun nu
wnwpwspuyhtt wdpnpowjunipniup: b2U-u phut] £ winud wybwunipitubphtt b
dvhowqquyhtt  hwipmipjubp’ Zwjwunwih npbd  oquiwgnpsbint pwnupului b
ninbuwlui (swlikp’ Unpphowbh Uhuwndwdp wgpbupughtt Jbpe ikt hwdwp:
Npwbtu ophtwl] Ywpnn Lup hnnud wtl] nhuyh 2000 p. P2U ququplwdnnnynid
punnitdwsd hwunwpninpep®:

Zudwqquyhtt punpnipitbiph wpyniupnid Upgujuh  Zwbpuybnnipmniunad
Abunpyus honwtinipiniiubpp b2U-tu phnwplty Enpybu ny ophimjupg b hwiguqnps:
Cununwy quwiny bzY4 Bpllununipjutt b hwdwgnpsulgnipjutt  Ephnwuwpnpuljut
$npnudhi Jjuquuljtpynipnitp quunuwwwpnk] E wjuybu  §nsdus  «funpwnih
ginuuwwunipjniipr b gyt dngpbkp hp Ynnudhg hhpwwnwlynn hpwunwupdnipniuubph
guulnud: Uokup, np Ivnowinih htnn juwydwsd wwwndwlwbu thwunkpt Ungpphowth
hohuwinipynitubpp owpnibwlnud Bt wnuyuntb] nt Yhnsdk: vngwinih dwuhtt puiwdl
bzY-u wnweohtt wiqud pungniul) £ 2008 p. hyjudwlwb whwnnipmniuubph wpunwpht
gopstph Yudwuwuwyh (Miquinu) XXXV ynudkpwbunud: b2U-u Yns L wpl) hypudwuljut
tpyputphtt' hwdbtpwopu 1hut) Ungpplowth htw: Uokup, np P2U Bpljununipjui b
hudwgnpbujgnipyjut  Ephnwuwppujut $npnudp unbnddyty E - Unppbowth
Ephnwuwppqujut juquutpynipmniuutiph wqquhtt wuwdpjbwyh  wpwowplny b
dpwgpny: dnpnudh hhdtwnhp hwdwgnidwpp mbnh b niitkgl] 2003 p. ognuwninuht
Pupynid: dnpnudh wpwehtt twjuwdbnunipniiibnhg dbkyp «Lwpwpwn. thwunbp b
htwnlbwupubtp» pupngswjutt ghppt kp, npp nupwsyk) £ P29 oppwtimlubipnud>:

Zwupl E ujuwnh niukuw), np Unpplowtip pugunhll wljnhynipinit £ hwmuntu phipky
P2U-md: Guquuljtpynipjut hbn hwdwgnpswlgnipyut spowbwljutipnid Unpphowtp
unnpugpk) L puquuphy wquydwbwgnptp, npnughg fupbnp E P29 ywhnmpniuutph dhol
nbtntuwlul, wbknthjuijut U  webupwhtt bhudwgnpswlgnipju dwuht
yuydwbwghpp: Ungpplowp ubpunptt hwdwgnpswlgnid L twb P2U Quipqugdut
huywdwlwt pwblyh b P2U-ht Yhg pwquuphy odwunwl Ywnrnygubkph hbwn: P2U-u

50 Resolution No. 25/9-C (IS), On the Destruction and Sabotage of Islamic Historical and Cultural Relics

and Shrines in the Occupied Azeri Territories as part of the Republic of Armenia's Aggression against

the Republic of Azerbaijan, adopted by the IX session of the Islamic summit conference, 12-13

November, Doha, http://ww]1.oic-oci.org/english/conf/is/9/9th-is-sum-cultural. htm#25
>1 0IC/CFM-32/2009/CS/RES//FINAL, https://www.oic-oci.org/docdown/?docID=409&reflD=29
2 U. dwowyuil, Pujudts Unppliowtnid . wgpuyp b thplwb, Gp., 2013, ke 142:



http://ww1.oic-oci.org/english/conf/is/9/9th-is-sum-cultural.htm#25
https://www.oic-oci.org/docdown/?docID=409&refID=29

puquuphy dpugpbp b hpulwiugpt; Unpphowinid, wyn pynid thwpunwlubikph
opowlnid>?:

Juquuibpynipjut htnn hwdwgnpdwlgnipniithg b Jkp Pwpynid wnbnh bku
niukgh] P29 wdkbwwnwpplp dbwswthh puquuphy hwinhynudubp: EJuplykup npuughg
Uh pwthup: 2006 p. Unpphowtinid wnknh b nukgh] P29 twhiwpwptbph dwuppuyjh
tpyne Ynbpbpwlin wpnwphtt gnpstph b gpnuwopompyub: 2006 p. hniuhuh 19-21-p
wpunwphtt gopétph  bwjwpuptbph  Fupyh XXX Ynbdbpwbiub wgph puljuy
Zujuunnwh dwuhlt hwgkgws opwjupgny: Zwunhydwb kqputhwlhy hwunwpnpnid
Ukpunbg Zuyuunwih dwuhl pubwdlp: ULy wy) Pwpyh hoswlugph XIV npnypp
Jbpwpbpnud | Zujwunwih: Zpuyuwpulylig twb Zujuunwih dwuhtt b2Y gjluudnp
pupuninwph qtlnygp>:

2006 p. ubwunbdpbph 9-12-p Pwpynid wbnh nitubkguy P2ZY qpnuwopenipjul
twpiwpwnpubtph V §nudpbkpwbup, nph pugdwip hwinku twy twpiwquh b.Ujhlp: ‘Upu
Einypp wupnitwlnud tp phqbp huyjudwljut Jhwutnmpub, htsybu twb huyyudwlwut
wppiwphhti  uwywnpbwgnny  dwpunwhpwdbpubpht Jhwubwpwup ghdwgpuybnt
wihpwdbonnipyjutt dwuht: Uy hwdwnbpunnid  Ujhlt hypudwlwt - wppawphh
npwnpnipjniup ubbnkg wpgupgywt juunph Jpu: Ungpphswbtwljut mbnEjuwndulju
wnpnipbpp hwinhydwt dwuhtt junubjhu wowehtt htpphtt pungénid tht ny ph
qenuuoponipjut  nnpuinid hypwdwlwb  Epyputph  hwdwgnpswlgnipym b wy
lubnhptbp, wy  wpgupywt hwpgp: Zwinhydwb wjwpnhb pigmigws  Puplh
hpswljugpnid yuunuyuwpunytg «gpudju) mwpwsputipnid dpwlnipuyht b yundwlw
hniowpdwtiubnh nsiswmgut thwuwnp»:

2007 p. wwppih 26-28-p Pwpynud P2U-h  htn  hwdwwnbn  wbglugytg
«Lpmunjudhongutph nbpp hwunnipdnnujuinipjutt b thnjpdppudut qupqugdut
hupgnud» Ynudptpwtup’®: Pugdwt bLnypnwd Ungpphpwtth wpungnpstwjuwpup E.
Uwdwnupnyp hujwdwdnphutt b pugphwipuybu whwpblsnipjut phdwt juuykg
Zujuwutnwih htn: Upguhywt hwupghtt winpunupd tnuy 24 gjluwdnp pwpuniqup E.
bhuwtionnith qtynygnud: vnubny dhouswlnipuyhls, dhoypnuwmub Eplhununipyul,

> Uny wbnnud, ke 151:

>4 Baku Declaration, p. 28; Report of the Secretary General of the OIC on the Aggression of the Republic of Armenia against the
Republic of Azerbaijan p. 23; Resolution No. 9/33-P the Aggression of the Republic of Armenia against the Republic of
Azerbaijan, p. 19-20. Journal of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Azerbaijan, No. 15, 2006.

Pwpyh hpswugnnid dwubwynpuwbu tpduws b «Ukbp §plht Jdpwjubuybe qunuyupunnd Gip Zujuunwith
Zuipuwbnnipjut wgpbuhwt Unpphowth Zwbpwwybunpjut ghd b hwdwonpkt Yny Gip winud huyufuib
ojntyyughntt mdtphtt wudhgwwtu, phy b wibtpuwwh Yepuny nnipu quy Unpplowtth quypdws mwpwsputphg:
Utup Yupénwd Eup, np huy puwyhsutinh wwophuh Ybpwptwltgnidp quypdus wnpphowbimljut tnwpwspubpnud,
wyonhup nunbkuwljub gnpéniubknipnitp b phwljuwt wwowpubph swhwgnpénidp quuyjuy nwpwsputpnid Juwu Eu
huuginid ppwnunnipjut gnpéptipughtt: Ukp nuunuwuyupunnid tup wnpphowbwljuwt dpmnipughtt b yuundwljub
hnupwpdwbibph wpnibwljyng nsywgnudp b wwhwbgnud Gup, np Zwjuwuwnwip Ugpphowtht  thnjuhunnigh
Uhpwqquyhli hpujnitiph hwdwyguwnwuiwt' Zwjuunwth Yoquihg hwugjus ympulubt Jowuh ghiwg: Uklp
hwjnmwpuwpnid Eup dbp junphtt wthwiquuinnipmiip gpudju) nwpwspubpnid Jbpetipu pruljyus quqgusughe
hppthutiph juwuwlgnipjudp b wwhwbenmd bup, np olyniyughntt nidkpt wihwwwn udhongutp Akntwplku
Hyninghwljwl wntwp Yuwijeknt hwdwp: Uklp ghund bup dhowqquyhtt hwbpmipjuip §ny wikng dkntwplby
wtthpudbown pninp dphongubpp hwjuwdwpunnipjut punun jupquynpdwt hwdwp: Ukip hwdwnnpkt Yns Gup winid
Pu4 winud whunmpniutbphtt wowlgnipnit gmguptpt) Unpphowtthtt hupthojuwbnipjutt b tmwpwspuyht
wdpnnowfjwint pju JEpuljutiquiwi hwpgnid»:

5SReport of the forth session of the Islamic conference of tourism ministers, 11-12 September, 2006, Baku, https://www.oic-
oci.org/docdown/?doclD=2988&refID=1102

% International Conference on Role of Media to Encourage Tolerance Commenced in  Baku,
https://en.trend.az/azerbaijan/politics/916389.html



https://www.oic-oci.org/docdown/?docID=2988&refID=1102
https://www.oic-oci.org/docdown/?docID=2988&refID=1102
https://en.trend.az/azerbaijan/politics/916389.html

hwnnipdnnuijuin pjui b thnjhwdwawjinipjut wihpudbsnnmpyub tuuhtt' qoudnp
pupuniqupp hnygu hwynikg, np juquulkpynipniip Yowpnitwljh hwdbpuoju gnpsty
hunpwhwpbnt Ungppbowth nid nmnnyuwsd wgpbuhwb, npp hwjuwunid £ dhowqquyhte
hpwyniuphtt® hwtinit Unpphpwtith tnwpwspuyhtt wdpnnowljmnipjui®:

Lokip, np  Eplup  wwphtbp  juquibpynipjut  quwynp  pwpunniqunp,
nipphwyh ubkplujugnighs b huyywdwlwt wouwphnd hinhttwljwynp gnpésh hwdwpnid
niukgnn Epubnipphtt Phuwbonnitt (2005-2014pp.) dkdwwybu wewlgh] E hujudwlub
opowbwmljubpnid wnpphowwjwt pwpngsnipjwn:

Pupynd mnknh mukgwé b2Y Ukl wy] hwinhynd P24 winud whwnnipmniuaubph
hpwjuwwwh dwpdhuubph ptjudwupbtph hwiunhynwdu Ep (2009p. wwphih 21-22-p),
npubn pugniidbghtt hnswljughp b wyp hwunwpnptp: Ynudtpubup tdhpwsd kp
Jbpwqqujhtt hwihgugnpdmipniiubph nbd wwjpwpht: vnubing Jhowqqujht punyph
hwigugnpsnipnitbph U whwpklsnipjut vwuhtt' Unpphowth twuquh B.UjhUp
kg, np Unpphowip wnbwlwui dudwbwl b «nupwymd b hwuphwb Zujuunwbh
wqpbuhwihg, npp qpuyju) wnppphowbwut mwpwsputpnid unbnst) L sykpwhuljyny
wnwpwdpltp, npnbkn dwnymud ki pUpwphqubup, wwyonphuh qbkuph Jwdwnpp, thnnbtph
1Jwugnidp»:

Unppbowtih hojuwnipjniuittipp gmujwinid thu P24 wunud wyhwnnipniuutpht b
gnyg nubk], np huywlwbt mdtph Ynnuhg Jtpwhuljynny wnwpwspubpnid Juwnwpyng
hwigugnpénipniutpp uwywnpbtwjhp Gu ny  dhuyt  Ugppbhowth, wpl  nno
nwpwswopowth hwdwp® wynuhuny hhdtwynpkiny Zujwunwih ghd dntunydwbufjut
whwnnipnibtbph hwdwhidpwt wthpwdbownnipniup ny Jhuytt mwpwswopowbiughl,
wjllt Uhgwqquht dwwpnulny:

bPujwdwlwt hwdwgnpsbuljgnipnit juquulkpynipjut hwunhynwdutphg htwnn
Unpplpwtth pupdpuwunhdwt wwownnbyuwutpp dh pupp whqudtubp hwjnwpunpt; Eu, np
bz4 winud whwnipmiiubpp quunpuwunygnd Bo gunupbgul] Zwjwunwih hbn
hwdwgnpsulgnipniup: Uhty wydd P2 winwd npbk ywhnnipinit sh gl Zujuunwih
htwn phjwtwghnujut juwbpp: Fugupnipmnit b juqunud @Enmipphwt, Uwninpub
Upwphwt, Nwihunwttt nt Pwbquunbtop, npnup h uljqput Zwjwuwnwih hbwn
nphywbwghunwlwt Juwbph hwunwnnudp  yuwydwbwynpl] b dwubwynpuybu
wpguwhyuwb hwuipgny:

2009 p. P2U-u Pupnit hwjnwpuptg huyjudwlut dpwlnyph dujpupunup: Lnyh
pYwluh hoyunbdptph 13-15-p Fupynid nknh niukguy P24 dowlnyph twhiwpuputph
VI Unudtpwbiup: Unudtpwbuh pugdwt Ungpplowtth twpiwmquht nminkpdny nhukg
Upwlnyph twhwpupbbph VI §nt$bpuiuh dwubwljhgibphtt winpunpuebwng twb
wpguwhywt hwpght: Ynudtpwbunid punnitjws wdthnihhs hnswljugpnid htppuljut
wiquud npuunuuyupnytg «<wjuunwih Ynndhg Unpphiowth gpufju) mmwpwspubpnid
yuundwdrwlnipuyhtt  hnpwpdwbbph  nstyugnudpr, Zwujuwuwnwihg  wwhwbeykg
Juunwpl; UUY-h  pwbwdlbpp®: Lwpwquwhwlwt tunwdupnd  plungniubing
ynudbpwvh wuudhpuwlubphtt® P.Uhup pupbjudnipjut b Gnpuypnipjut opkph

57 Statement by the OIC Secretary General Ekmeleddin Thsanoglu at the Sixth Islamic Conference of Culture
Ministers held in Baku, Republic of Azerbaijan, http://www.oic-un.org/document report/statement 20091014.pdf

58 TmaBa Asepbaif/kaHa BEICTyTaeT 3a KoopamHauio crpanamu OWK Gops6er ¢ oprmpecrymaoctsio, http://www.interfax-
religion.ru/?act=news&div=29889

*® Sixth Islamic Conference of Cultural Ministers, Final Communique, https://www.icesco.org/en/wp-
content/uploads/sites/2/2019/04/Conference-Ministers-Culture-6-2009.pdf
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opowbwmljubpnid wigugdws Ynupbpwuuh wojpwnwuputipp quwhwntg npytu twljub
ubpppnud hyjwdwuwt wknmpmibubph  hwdbpuojumpui b tpwbg dhowqquyht
phpptiph wdpuyindut hwupgnd’ dhwdwdwbwl pupdp quwhwwnbing P28 wunud
whwnnipnibtiph wowlgnipmnit Unpphowht, wyn pynud dhowqquyhtt wmuwwpkqnud,
duwubwnpuybu tjunh nitbtktwnyg 2008 p. UUUY QU-nud Ungppkowth oqunpu b24
winud whknmpnibiubph pybwplynipniup: Lokup, np UUY-h QU 2008 p. Upgujuh
Uwuhtt putwdhl §nnd, wjuhiph Unpplgwitth oqunht pdbwplkghtt b2Y4 wnyud dh pupp
whwnnipnibttp: Ynnd pytwplytghtt hbwnlbjwy Gphyputpp® Udnubunwib, Unppbowd,
Puhpljt, Putiquunby, Fpnitl), Ywdpnow, Yninudphw, Ynunpnu, Qhpniph, dpwunnwl,
bunnutqhw, Ppwp, Znppwtwb, Lnudbjp, Lhphw, Uwjuyqhw, Uwnhdubkp, Unjpnyuw,
Uwpnln, Ujmbudwp, Uhgkp, Lhgtiphw, Odwt, Mwlhunwb, Yuwnwp, Uunigut Upwphu,
Ukttqu), Ukpphw, Uhkpw Ltnubk, Undwih, Uniqut, @nipphw, @nidunt, iqubnu,
Mpwhiw, Uhwugyu Upwpwlwb Edhpnipiniuttp, Qigpijunub, Gkt Futwdlht nbd
pytwpltghtt Utgnjut, Zujwunwip, dpwbuhwb, Zunjuunwbp, ntuwunwip, GUL-,
Juintwwnnit: Qntyquwh dbwg UUY 100 wunud ybwnnipniu®:

bzY-u dudwtul wn dudwtwl winpunupdtb k twb huytph §nnuihg puyjudwlut
hnipwpdwhubkph hpp nsbswguub dwuhtt Unpphowth wwpusws nbnblympymbikpht,
npnllg wwppbpupwp hwiunupdl] kb ph Zujuunwinud, pk Upguund: b pbu,
Upgwjunid b hwpwlhg nupwspubpnid huyjwdwlwt hnpwpdwttiph dwuht jut dh
owipp htwnnwgnuinipjnitinbp®, npntp thwunnd B, np wyy opowtitipnid huyjudwljut
yundwilywlmpuyht wpdbpbpp’ dqihplbp, quipupubibtp b wyl, yguhywigus ki
Uujwsh wuyugnygp Sniphh huyuljw nidbpny Jputnpngdus dqljhplh 2 Upguluh b
hwpwlhg nmwpwsputpnid hujwdwljut hnipwpdwbitpp hhdtwjwinud yupujulwut b
poippubtwlut dwgnid nmiukt, U dhuytt owwnn phy pyny’ wppphpwbwlui: Lodws
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SUMMARY
Araks Pashayan

Position of the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation on Nagorno-Karabakh conflict

The article deals with the resolutions of the OIC on Nagorno-Karabakh conflict, Azerbaijan's
cooperation with the organization, the Islamic support of Azerbaijan in international space.
One of the most important finding of the article is that Azerbaijan used the idea of Islamic
solidarity, trying to get support of the Islamic world in Nagorno-Karabakh issue. Azerbaijan
with the help of Turkey succeed to formulate an anti-Armenian campaign not only within the
organisation but also in the Islamic world for decades.
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whhtt' Upunuimd (npunbn Swp-w-Upwpp puthynd E Nupuhg dng) bt Lbod Yngnud
pnit éngnud: Yuwplnp twhwdbnunipnittph pynud B Zwpwy-Zjniuhu dhowugph
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“STRING OF PEARLS” STRATEGY AS A MEASURE FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION
OF THE CHINESE MARITIME SILK ROAD INITIATIVE

Abstract: The article attempts to show the significance of the “String of Pearls” strategy - similarly
to the “Dual-Use Logistics Facilities” as a measure for the implementation of the Chinese initiative Maritime
Silk Road, aimed at creating sea strongholds or "Choke Points" with military or geopolitical influence along
the Indian coast ocean, as well as in the Persian Gulf and the Mediterranean Sea. The “String of Pearls”
strategy is designed to build infrastructure projects covering the Chinese Sea Lines of Communication and
based on the need of China to acquire foreign oil and trade routes, which are crucial for its development, as
well as to strengthen its influence and expand its presence on the sea routes through the use of investments,
economic, political, diplomatic and military means. Chinese expansion and its military presence grow
steadily in order to protect its interests and ensure the safety of Chinese multi-billion-dollar investments in
infrastructure projects across the entire width of the Maritime Silk Road. Thanks to strategic control over key
points along the “String of Pearls” and new opportunities for launching military operations of the People’s
Liberation Army Navy, China can not only change the balance of power at the regional level, but also have
an impact that goes far beyond its traditional scope.
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The author analyzes the reasons for advancing these strategies, characterizes the likely difficulties
that Beijing may encounter in their implementation process.
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ApYTIOHSIH ATaBHHM AJIeKCaHIPOBHA, KaH/. UCT. HAYK,

BeqyIIUi Hayd. coTpyaHuk OTaena MexTyHapOIHBIX OTHOIICHUN
HNuctutyra BocrokoBenenus Hanmonanbuoit Akagemuun Hayk ApmeHuu.
0019, EpeBan, np. Mapmana barpamsna, 24r.

Pecniybnmnka ApMeHust

aghavni.harutyunyanl@gmail.com

CTPATEI'US «KEMYYXHOU HUTH» KAK MEPA JIJISI PEAJIN3AIIMY UTHUIITUATHABBI
KHUTAMCKOI'O MOPCKOTI'O HIEJIKOBOTO ITYTH

Annomayusa: B cTatbe MpeaNpHUHATA MOMBITKA MIOKA3aTh 3HaYeHHE CTpaTernu « KemayXxHast HUTbY -
aHANOTUYHO «JIOrMCTHYECKOMY KOMITJIEKCY IBOWHOTO Ha3HAYEHHS» B KAdeCTBE MEpHl U peau3allid
kuTacko nHuIKMaTuBel Mopckoit IllenkoBblid MyTh, HAIIEIEHHOrO Ha CO3/JaHNE MOPCKHUX OMOPHBIX MYHKTOB
WJIN «TOYEK YIYIIbs» C BOGHHBIM HJIM T€OMOJIMTHIECKIM BIMSAHNEM BAOJNb Mobepexbs MHauiickoro okeaHa,
a taxxke B [lepcuackom 3anuBe n CpennzemHom mope. Ctparerus «XKemMuyKHOW HUTH» TpeIHA3HAUCHA /IS
MIOCTPOEHUST HHPPACTPYKTYPHBIX TIPOEKTOB, OXBATHIBAIONINX KUTAMCKHE MOPCKHUE JTMHUH CBS3H M OCHOBaHA
Ha morpeObHocTH KuTas B mpHOOpETEeHWH WHOCTPAHHBIX HE(TSHBIX M TOPTOBBIX MAapIIPYTOB, UMEIOIINX
pelaronee 3HaYSHHUE IS €ro Pa3BUTHA, a TAKXKE B YCHICHHWH BIVSIHHUS W PACHIMPEHUH MPHUCYTCTBUS Ha
MOPCKHUX TYTSIX 32 CUET UCTIOIH30BAHMS HHBECTHUIIHNI, SKOHOMUYECKHUX, TOTUTHYECKHIX, JUTLIOMATHIECKAX 1
BOEHHBIX CpeAcTB. KuTaiickas sKCaHCHS ¥ €r0 BOGHHOE MPUCYTCTBHE HEYKIOHHO PACTET C IENbI0 3allUTHI
CBOMX WHTEPECOB M oOecredeHrns Oe30MacHOCTH KHTACKMX MHOTOMWJUTMAPIHBIX WHBECTHIIMA B
nH(pacTpyKTypHBIE TPOEKTHI 0 Beelt mmpuHe Mopckoro IllenkoBoro mytu. brnaromapsi crparermueckomy
KOHTPOITI0 HaJ KIIOYEBBIMH TOYKAMH BJIONb «JKeMUy)KHOW HHTH» W HOBBIM BO3MOXKHOCTSAM JUIS Hadaia
BOCGHHBIX orepanuii Boerno-mopckoro ¢mora Hapogao-ocBoboautensHol apmun, KuTail MOXXET He TOIBKO
M3MEHUTh OallaHC CHJI Ha PETMOHAIFHOM YPOBHE, HO M OKa3aTh BIHSHUE, BBIXOAIICE AaJIEKO 32 PAMKH €ro
TPaIUIIINOHHBIE BO3SMOKHOCTH.

ABTOp aHAJIN3UPYET IPUUMHBI BBIABIKEHUS 3TUX CTPATEruil, XapaKTepU3yeT BEPOSTHBIE TPYAHOCTH,
¢ KOTOpbIMH [IeKMH MOXET CTONKHYTHCS B IPOLIECCE X OCYIIECTBICHHUS.

Kntouesvie cnosa: Kuraii, OmuH mnosic, oauH myTtb, Mopckoii IllenkoBbiii myTs,
«KeMuyxHast HUTb», «TOUKH YAYIIbS», MOPCKUE JINHUU CBSI3H.
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Chinese Maritime Silk Road of the 21™ Century

"All rivers flow into the sea; everything returns to its owner."

This old Chinese saying is the key to the Chinese strategy of the New Silk Road (NSR) or One Belt,
One Road (OBOR), with the official goal of creating a public good for all of humanity, the main beneficiary
of which is, above all, the creator [ Anuxanog, 2017]. The strategy was officially renamed the Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI or Belt and Road (B&R)) in 2016 and was written into the constitution of the Chinese
Communist Party, showing how dedicated Beijing is to developing the project as a way to ensure China’s
economic influence [EFSAS, 2019, P. 3].

BRI was launched by President of People’s Republic of China (PRC) Xi Jinping in 2013, which aims to
connect Asia and Europe via the Middle East (ME), Africa and Central Asia (CA) through a series of vast
networks of transcontinental railways, pipelines, ports, airports and other infrastructure projects [Molavi,
2018]. The idea of the NSR is to create both the Economic Belt of the Silk Road (EBSR) - rail and roads
running through CA and onto Europe complemented by the Maritime Silk Road of the 21* Century (MSR) -
ports and shipping lanes that will connect Southeast Asian States and countries which border the wider
Indian Ocean. Together, both sections make up the BRI - an extensive global trade project that will
potentially encompass a region of over 70 countries with a total population of 4.4 billion people [ISDP,
2016, P. 1]. The funding pledged for this ambitious project is an additional US $124 billion including
assistance, grants, and loans to countries within the BRI. Various estimates for the capital needs of the
projects under the BRI range from US $ 2 trillion to US $ 8 trillion for an indefinite period [Sharma, A.,
2019, P. 2].

At the Chinese B&R forum in 2019, it was announced that Chinese companies had invested US $ 90
billion in B&R countries, which is a lot, but this is only a drop in the ocean. The Asian Infrastructure
Investment Bank (AllIB) and BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa) New Development
Bank have US $ 150 billion at their disposal, and the Silk Road Fund (SRF) for infrastructure — US $ 40
billion. Chinese companies can gain access just under US $ 600 billion from the state-controlled financial
sector [Sharma, M., 2019].

The idea of establishment the MSR was revealed during Chinese Premier Li Keqiang’s attendance at
the 16" ASEAN+China summit in Brunei (9-10 October, 2013) and Xi Jinping’s speech in the Indonesian
parliament (3 October, 2013) [Szczudlik-Tatar, 2013, P. 3]. At the Indonesian legislature, Chinese President
particularly talked about the sea path of the Silk Road (SR) [Bai, 2013, P. 12] and called for establishing a
MSR adapted to the needs of the 21 century. Premier Li said that since ancient times, Southeast Asia has
been an important center of the ancient sea Silk Road, China will strengthen maritime cooperation with
the countries of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), and use the China-ASEAN
Maritime Cooperation Fund, founded by Government of China, for the active development of maritime
partnerships under the MSR [Ruan, 2014]. This coincides with Chinese Premier Li Keqiang’s pledge to
upgrade the Gold Decade (2000-2010) of China-ASEAN cooperation into a Diamond Decade [Zhou, 2014].

Relying mainly on ASEAN countries, the MSR should contribute to the development of the
Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP), and further strengthen China's commitment to
supporting the implementation of the Master Plan on ASEAN Connectivity [Rahardjo, 2015, P. 13]. As part
of its comprehensive transport strategy, China intends to solve the problems of financing the ASEAN
railways with the help of the SRF, creating transport corridors through Asia [Beauchamp-Mustafaga, 2015,
P. 3].

MSR covers more than 20 countries, varying in size, development, history, religion, language and
culture, and passes through the regions that are sensitive to international strategy and has complex



geopolitics [Li, C., 2014, P. 9]. The main attention in the planning of MSR was paid to close cooperation in
the field of finance and economics, infrastructure projects (joint construction of roads and railways),
expansion of cooperation in the field of security, technology and science [Szczudlik-Tatar, 2013, P. 3].

MSR as a Tool to Support the Chinese “Great Maritime Wall”

The MSR will complement the EBSR by linking Chinese ports with other countries via maritime
links, focusing on the use of sea routes and Chinese coastal ports [BDO, 2015, P. 4] to connect China with
Europe via the South China Sea,’ the Straits of Malacca, Lombok, Sudan and along the north Indian
Ocean to the Persian Gulf, Red Sea and Gulf of Aden, encompassing South and Southeast Asia,
particularly Sri Lanka. Thus, the MSR will extend from Asia to the Near East, ME, East Africa, the
Mediterranean and Europe, China’s largest export market [Clemens, 2015, P. 6].

The two from six OBOR economic corridors are included to MSR:

e China-Indo-China Peninsula Economic Corridor (CICPEC); or China-Southeast Asia Corridors -
(three lines Kunming through Vietnam, Laos, Myanmar also connect through Nanning to
Guangdong Province);

e Bangladesh-China-India-Myanmar Economic Corridor (BCIM-EC) - (rail construction, road
construction, industrial parks) [Harutyunyan, 2017b, P. 76-86].*

The Maritime Silk Road will begin:

e From Quanzhou in Fujian province and also hit other southern Chinese ports - Guangzhou
(Guangdong province), Beihai (Guangxi) and Haikou (Hainan) before heading south to the Malacca
Strait;

o From Kuala Lumpur (Malaysia) the MSR heads to Kolkata (India) then crosses the rest of the Indian
Ocean to Nairobi (Kenya);

e From Nairobi goes north around the Horn of Africa and moves through the Red Sea into the
Mediterranean, with a stop in Athens (Greece) before meeting the land-based EBSR in Venice (Italy)
[Brugier, 2014, P. 1-2; Tiezzi, 2014].

MSR targets key littoral states along major Indian Ocean trade arteries for the construction of two
mega-projects - the land-based CPEC® and the sea-based BCIM-EC, which, with large investments from
China, can fundamentally change the political and economic landscape of the Indian Ocean Region (IOR)
[Zhou, 2014], one of the most strategically significant in a world which has become a friction point for
tension between the United States (U.S.), China and India, and where China and India are fighting for
superiority over sea lines. Such tension intensifies as each state takes measures to counter the others and
project dominance within the region [Abeyagoonasekera, 2019, P. 48].

MSR will allow China to enter the Pacific Ocean, "control the South China Sea in the south" and
enter the Indian Ocean from the South China Seas through the Strait of Malacca, breaking through the U.S.
environment [Beauchamp-Mustafaga, 2015, P. 3]. Thus, putting the South China Sea in its sphere of
influence may lead to China’s transition from geopolitical vulnerability to a strong position, effectively
supporting the “Great Maritime Wall”, and providing China with unhindered access to the Indian and
Pacific Oceans [Bouvin, 2019].



The “Choke Points” of the Indian Ocean as the Most
Strategically Significant in the World

In 21* century the Indian Ocean will have more significance; its waters cover an approximated 73.5
million square km, combining half the world’s latitudes and seven of its zones, along with 48 independent
seashores and island countries including of 2.6 billion people which is world’s 39% of population [Khan,
Khalid, 2018, P. 247-248].

Unlike the Atlantic and Pacific oceans, the Indian Ocean is a closed one, bordering four continents,
which makes its access very limited. Its many straits, called “Choke Points”,® some of the famous of them
around the world are:

The Malaccan strait in the Indian Ocean;

The Gulf of Hormuz in the Middle East;

The Suez Canal linking the Mediterranean and the Red Sea;

The Panama Canal linking the Atlantic with the Pacific Ocean;

The Strait of Bosporus (Turkish Strait) linking the Mediterranean Sea to the Black Sea;

The three Danish Straits linking the Baltic Sea with the North Sea;

The Strait of Bab al-Mandeb forming a gateway for vessels to pass through the Suez Canal, through
the east coast of Africa [Marine Insight, 2019].

These narrow straits regulate incoming and outgoing traffic and have historically been used to
restrict access to trade routes during the war. The Indian Ocean multiple straits are its main access points:

the Strait of Bab al-Mandab’ connecting the Red Sea to the Gulf of Aden:

[ ]
e the Strait of Hormuz® connecting the Persian Gulf to the Gulf of Oman:
e the Strait of Malacca® between Malaysia and Indonesia:
e the Sunda Strait and Lombok Strait in Indonesia [EFSAS, 2019, P. 2].
More than 80% of the world’s maritime trade oil passes through Indian Ocean “Choke Points”, in
which:

40% oil passes through Strait of Hormuz;
o 35% passes through Strait of Malacca;
8% passes through the Bab al-Mandab Strait.

A significant part of exported goods produced in the PRC goes to the world market through the Indian Ocean to the
Strait of Malacca [Jash, 2018, P. 73]. Through the Suez Canal 14% of world merchandise trade and 60% of
Chinese exports to Europe pass; and half of the imported Chinese oil source with expectations that it will
double by 2035. Through the Bab al-Mandab Strait passes most of China’s daily exports to Europe cost US
$ 1 billion [Matar, 2018] Some 30% of China’s sea trade worth more than US $ 300 billion presently moves
across Indian Ocean [Khurana, 2008, P. 2-3]. China imports 80% of its oil (through the Strait of Malacca) and
India imports 65% of its oil through Indian Ocean from ME and North Africa (MENA) [Khan, Khalid, 2018,
P. 248]. According to U.S. Energy Information Administration (EIA), more than 17 billion barrels of oil
passed out through the Hormuz Strait per day. More than 85% of the crude oil passing through the Strait of
Hormuz - the geographical “Choke Point” and the main artery for transporting oil from the MENA - goes to
Asian markets, especially to two rapidly growing economies and largest oil importers - China and India, and
also in South Korea and Japan, whose fuel dependence is growing and highly dependent on MENA oil
[Roudgar, 2017, P. 74].

By the end of 2013, China had become the largest trader and largest importer of oil in the world. And
since China becomes more and more dependent on oceans for international trade, fuel supply and cargo



shipment, the ME remains the most important source of energy, security in the Indian Ocean and, therefore,
Sea Lines of Communication security from Bab el Mandeb, Hormuz to the Strait of Malacca are vital for
China [Zhou, 2014].

The Indian Ocean also plays an important role for China in its space exploration program. The vessel
for tracking and controlling spacecraft and satellites "Yuan Wang" is based west of Australia; and in the port
of Karachi there is a Chinese ground station that performs this kind of function. Under the auspices of the
PRC, the Asia-Pacific Space Organization has been created, which includes Iran, Bangladesh, Pakistan and
other countries [JIebenesa, 2011].

Sea Lane Safe Communications as a Key to Sustainable
Development of the Maritime Silk Road

The Indian Ocean also has an impressive number of shipping lines, also known as Sea Lines of
Communication (SLOCs) - sea passages between ports. Given that over 90% of world trade is shipping,
these SLOCs have great geopolitical value, since the country that controls them can either open or restrict
their access. As some of the fastest growing economies are located in Asia, the number of SLOCs in the
Indian Ocean is expected to grow over the next few decades. The 13 busiest ports in the world are in Asia,
and as production grows, the need for safe transit routes in the Indian Ocean is growing more than ever
[EFSAS, 2019, P. 2].

The Indian Ocean as well is home to China’s important SLOCSs, thus raising the stakes for China to
maintain security and stability in the IOR to avoid any instances of being choked [Jash, 2018, P. 73]. In this
sense, China’s strategic and defensive goals for the MSR project are the securing seaports as “outposts”,
naval support, route development, supply lines, political and economic ties [Kuo, 2017], as well as definition
of the broader geopolitics, maritime order and balance of power in the Asia, ME, Africa and IOR [Chellaney,
2015a].%

The most critical interest is China’s energy “life line”, passing through the IOR and, to a large
extent, constituting its “strategic vulnerability” from the ban on the part of the U.S. or India. This makes the
defense of its SLOC one of the most important functions of the Chinese People's Liberation
Army (PLA)’s Navy (PLAN) missions in the IOR and reinforces the need for China's continued presence on
the naval forces in the IOR [Khurana, 2018a, P. 201]. The PLANs modernization has been merged with the
B&R, so that the goals of the two projects can mutually benefit one another [Payette, Sun, 2017,P. 4].

Modern Chinese maritime policy is based on the "Agenda of China on the Seas and Oceans for the
21% Century" (1996) and the "White Paper on the Development of the Marine Economy in China" (1998),
which put forward a strategy for the continued development of the country's marine economy and set the
following goals:

effective protection of the marine rights and interests of the state;

rational development and use of marine resources;

effective protection of the marine environment;

the development of science, technology and education in the field of oceanology;

integrated marine management;

ensuring the peaceful use, development and protection of the seas and oceans and the resolution of
all maritime disputes on an equitable basis [JIu, 2011, C. 162-163].

ocoukrwhPE

It is no coincidence, that President Xi Jinping’s vision of the MSR reinforced the PLA’s naval
imperative, which adheres to the principle of “flag follows trade”. The 2014 Chinese White Paper on
Defense — the first official formulation of China’s military doctrine or strategy, published May 26, 2015 —
for the first time explicitly pointed to the PLAN’s task of “open seas protection”. This indicated a shift from



the PLA Navy’s doctrine of ‘offshore defense’ to that of ‘offshore defense-cum-open seas protection’ for
securing China’s distant interests [Khurana, 2018a, P. 201]. The White Paper says: "... (World) Ocean is the
guarantor of China's peaceful existence and sustainable development. The traditional mentality proclaiming
the dogma of land over the (World) Ocean should be discarded ... Great importance should be attached to the
presence in the (World) Ocean in order to protect communications and the foreign presence of China™
[Amuxanos, 2017]. That means, developing the ocean fleet, and also solving the problem of the lack of
logistics infrastructure, that is, creating a base for the Chinese fleet in the Indian Ocean. White Paper
emphasizes that China’s national interests change as China grows — these are now various global factors,
such as the threat of international terrorism, global epidemics, or the problem of maritime piracy [Kysanaus,
2015].

Thus, the Chinese military doctrine of MSR illustrates the shift in China's emphasis from continental
to maritime strategy, that is, a shift from long-standing attention to the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans to the
Indian Ocean, which has become the world's largest and strategically important maritime corridor for the
global economy and security. China’s ambitions towards the status of a great power can be achieved by strengthening the
dominant role and gaining freedom of navigation in the most important waters of the Indian Ocean, which is catalyzed by the
Chinese Dream [Jash, 2018, P. 73]. The goal of the Chinese Dream or Great Dream is the revival and
rejuvenation of the Chinese nation [Qiu, 2014, P. 108; Harutyunyan, 2018, P. 28-43], which Beijing
formulates as "universal harmony in the world" [Hu, 2013, P. 126]. To realize this dream, China needs a
peaceful and stable international and peripheral environment, and will realize its dream through persistent
endeavors for peaceful development [Yang, 2014, P. 9].

In this context, Beijing’s MSR strategy is of great interest, which focuses on creating Chinese
strongholds or “naval posts” with military or geopolitical influence along the Indian Ocean littoral, in the
Persian Gulf and the Mediterranean Sea, called a “String of Pearls” - similar to the “Dual Use Logistics
Facility” [Lin, 2011, P. 10].

Chinese Strategy of Maritime “String of Pearls”

Beijing has begun work on projects for the “Dual Use Logistics Facility”, which should make up the
"String of Pearls", at the end of the 20" century and continues to this day. The “Dual Use Logistics
Facility” is characterized by its light footprint, its emphasis on providing logistics support to overseas non-
traditional security missions, and its dual commercial and military nature. The “String of Pearls” model is
similar to the “Dual Use Logistics Facility” except that it would include secret access agreements and covert
development of commercial facilities to support later military use, with the ultimate objective of being able
to support major combat operations against India and to dominate the IOR [Yung, 2015].

According to Christina Lin, several elements are needed to carry out “String of Pearls” strategy:

+» Gaining access to airfields and ports through the construction of new facilities (sometimes with
significant subsidies for construction, given that they will be provided if necessary) or the
establishment of cordial relations with countries that already have key facilities.

«» Expanding diplomatic relations, so that airspace and shipping lanes remain free and are often
accompanied by mutually beneficial trade and export agreements. Since securing a “String of
Pearls” depends on linking a number of dissimilar places, it is important to ensure that each pearl is
safe from any potential threats from neighboring states.

+» Modernization of the armed forces for an effective movement to maintain individual pearls, if
necessary, as well as in preparation for appropriate actions and exercises [Lin, 2011, P. 10].

The theory for the Chinese “String of Pearls” is related to Beijing’s need for geostrategic security of
the “Choke Points” and maritime [oil and trade] routes critical to its development] [Bozhev, 2019]. The



“String of Pearls” strategy is designed to build infrastructure projects covering the Chinese SLOCs
[KyBanmun, 2015], and based on China’s need to establish an increased level of influence and advanced
presence on the sea routes through the use of investment, port development, economic, political, diplomatic
and military means [Devonshire-Ellis, 2009]. Dai Xu, a former PLA Air Force colonel, argued in 2009 that
to effectively fulfill its international responsibilities and build a good image, China “needs sufficient power
to protect world peace”. Fulfilling this obligation requires a special supply facility for the provision of
support” [Yung, Rustici, Devary, Lin, 2014, P. 14].

Worth to note, that China has never officially used the term “String of Pearls” strategy in relation to
the Chinese network of marine facilities in the Pacific and Indian Oceans [Kysanmun, 2015]. The term was
coined in 2005, when the U.S. consultancy Booz Allen Hamilton (BAH) published the “Energy Futures in
Asia: Final Report”, predicting that China would try to expand its naval presence throughout the IOR by
building maritime civilian infrastructure in friendly states in the region, a strategy dubbed the “String of
Pearls” [Baker, 2015]. The authors argued that if China needed to protect its flow of energy through the
Indian Ocean, it could build on its existing commercial and security relationships to establish a string of
military facilities in South Asia. The analysis in the BAH study has come to be accepted in some Indian and
U.S. policy circles as a description of China’s actual strategy for its out of area activities. At the time, China
had contributed to construction of naval bases in Burma, funded construction of a new port in Gwadar,
Pakistan, and invested in commercial port facilities in Sri Lanka and Bangladesh [Yung, Rustici, Devary,
Lin, 2014, P. 14].

Moreover, China’s economic assistance in the aforementioned countries (and Greece), together with
investments in overland pipelines, roads and railways through the Caspian region (EBSR), is part of the
“String of Pearls” military strategy to ensure a free flow of energy and naval-access outposts along the great
trade arteries in the event of a Taiwan conflict and resultant U.S. naval blockade [Lin, 2011, P. 10].

In essence, the “String of Pearls” strategy is aimed at achieving the goal of obtaining direct access to
China in the Indian Ocean through the Bay of Bengal, bypassing the Strait of Malacca, which became doubly
relevant in connection with the adoption in 2000 of the program for the accelerated development of the
southwestern provinces of China - Yunnan, Sichuan etc. The construction of a network of roads and
pipelines in these provinces and deep into China from ports in the Indian Ocean, for example, in Myanmar,
accelerates and cheapens the delivery of goods and energy resources [JIebenesa, 2011].

»» Strategy was developed in part due to the lack of progress on the Kra-

It is also worth remembering that the “String of Pearls
canal profect (across the Kra isthmus in Southern Thailand) which would allow Chinese vessels to enter the
Indian Ocean from the South China Sea [Devonshire-Ellis, 2009], bypassing the Strait of Malacca and
Singapore located on its shores. Then the Thai authorities were not ready to delegate national sovereignty to
the Chinese, explaining their refusal by the quirks of local legislation that prohibits foreigners from
registering land as property [Llatypsn, 2016]."

Currently China’s investment is spreading from Hainan Island in the South China Sea through the
coastal areas of the Strait of Malacca, including port facilities at Malacca (Malaysia), a container port in
Chittagong (Bangladesh); Coco, Hianggyi, Sittwe or Kyaukphyu (Myanmar), port of Chauphyu on Ramree
Island in the Bay of Bengal (Myanmar), Mergui and Zadetkyi Kyun (Myanmar); Laem Chabang (Thailand)
and Sihanoukville (Cambodia). They stretch across the Indian Ocean, Colombo and Hambantota (Sri Lanka),
Male (Maldives), the port of Gwadar and Pasni (Pakistan), port of Djibouti (Djibouti), Victoria (Seychelles)
and the islands within the Arabian Sea and the Persian Gulf [Xpamunxun, 2017; Devonshire-Ellis, 2009].
China has invested as well in ports of Greece, the Netherlands, Singapore, Kenya, Togo [Takes, 2016, P. 7].

Beijing insists that all these investments were economically motivated and part of the MSR [Kleven,
2015]. By 2017, about US $ 46.6 billion of investments were announced or completed in China, including 40
port projects, the largest of which are:



» Tanzania (Bagamoyo — US $10 billion);

» Sri Lanka (Colombo and Habamtota - US $ 3 billion);

» Burma [Myanmar] (Sittwe port in Maday Island - US $ 2.5 billion);
» Australia (Darwin, Newcastle, and Melbourne -US $ 2.2 billion);

» Israel (Ashdod and Haifa - US $ 2.9 billion) [Kuo, 2017].

Level of ownership and volume of investments in the port vary. Taken together, Chinese port
operators China Merchants Port Holdings, China Ocean Shipping (Group) Company (COSCO Group) and
China Shipping Terminal Development, all mainland companies, easily compete with the two largest
container flow companies in the world - PSA International of Singapore and Hutchison Ports Holdings from
Hong Kong [Kuo, 2017].

The “String of Pearls” Strategy as a Military Initiative

In fact, the “String of Pearls” concept is often viewed a military initiative, with the aim of providing
China’s navy access to a series of ports stretching from the South China Sea to the Arabian Sea and oil-rich
ME [Harutyunyan, 2017a, P. 95-102]. It begins at the Yulin Naval Base on the territory of the PRC itself, on
Hainan Island - the largest naval base in Asia, capable of receiving and servicing ships of all classes. In the
underground shelter of the Naval Base there can be up to 20 submarines, including a nuclear submarine-
launched ballistic missiles (SLBMs) and a nuclear submarine. Although in the Pacific Ocean, outside the
territorial waters of the China, there were no PLA naval bases, but there were two auxiliary facilities - a
satellite weather station on the island of Karakira (Solomon Islands) and a post of equipment for monitoring
the surface situation on the island of Tuamotu (French Polynesia). The latter is interesting because the PRC
intelligence object is, in fact, located on the territory of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)
member country. In addition, the PLA Navy can be used to refuel Port Moresby (Papua New Guinea)
[Xpamumxwus, 2017].

Actually, China was adopting a “Dual-Use Logistics Facility” approach, involving ports that would
ostensibly serve both commercial and logistics purposes rather than full-scale military operations [Dorsey,
2019, P. 210].

Here are some of the dual-use Chinese logistics facilities:

¢ Hong Kong (China): strong central base;

e Sanya (China): submarine base;

e Paracel Islands: base area for resupply; an upgraded airstrip on Woody Island, located in the
Paracel archipelago about 300 nautical miles east of Vietnam;

e Spratly Islands: submarine locations and resupply;

e Sihanoukville (Cambodia): naval access base;

Isthmus of Kra (southern Thailand): strategic protected corridor for access from South China Sea

to Gulf of Thailand to Arabian Sea and Indian Ocean;

Smith Island (Myanmar): naval base with electronic intelligence;

Sittwe (Myanmar): Strategic location as resupply point, a deep-water port under construction;

Chittagong (Bangladesh): amphibious naval installation, a container shipping facility;

Hambantota (Sri Lanka): military base utilized for protection;

Marao (Maldives): military base utilized for protection and marine expeditions;

Gwadar (Pakistan): strategic, protected location for China as a naval base and intelligence

installation;

e Port Sudan (Sudan): strategic location for resupply and resources, upgraded facilities which
provide vital access to the Suez Canal and the Horn of Africa;

e Al- Ahdab (Iraq): oil and petroleum location, troop support location;



Lamu (Kenya): strategic port location for African resources [Sterioti, 2017, P. 3-4];

Hainan Island (China): upgraded military facilities;

The South China Sea: oil-drilling platforms and ocean survey ships;

Great Coco Island (Myanmar) near the Strait of Malacca: intelligence-gathering facilities;
Irrawaddy transportation corridor: it would link China’s Yunnan province to the Bay of Bengal
through Burma;

e The Iran-Pakistan-India (IP1) pipeline: a potential extension of the IPI through Islamabad and
over the Karakoram Highway to Kashgar in Xinjiang province, intended to transport fuel into China
[Lin, 2011, P. 11].

In fact, the Indian Ocean is considered the main region for preparing the PLA navy and provides the
conditions for navigation and operation in the deep-sea region, which gives the PLAN an excellent
opportunity to practice the escort and defense of the Chinese commercial fleet [Payette, Sun, 2017, P. 5]. A
recent announcement by the Chinese government about the reduction of the PLA with the calculation of an
increase in the size of the Marine Corps from 20,000 to 1,000,000 indicates a tectonic shift in its focus from
protecting the periphery of China to protecting the naval forces. Some of these buildings will be located at
facilities operating in China, in Djibouti and Gwadar [Tsering, 2018, P. 70]. China’s military exchanges
between Thailand, Myanmar, Cambodia, Pakistan, the Maldives, Sudan, the Seychelles, Saudi Arabia, and
others, have laid a foundation for further military cooperation in the western Indian Ocean and the Persian
Gulf [Degang, 2015].

However, it would take the PLA Navy many years to bring into operation a full-fledged Carrier Task
Force, and possibly decades to make it effective enough to achieve sea-control against advanced navies.
Meanwhile, this process can deliver an indelible blow to China’s goal of promoting a “soft” and
“constructive” image in the Indo-Pacific region (IPR), including through its MSR [Khurana, 2018b, P. 177].
It is nothing more than an attempt to restructure the strategy of the “String of Pearls” in harmless soft terms
[Chellaney, 2015b].

For comparison, on the MSR, special attention is paid to infrastructure programs that will stimulate
economic growth and development along their path and link the component of the “road” with the
component of the land-based “belt”. To achieve this, the roadmap requires coordination of policies,
expansion of ties in transport (both water- and land-based) and energy infrastructure, as well as the removal
of trade barriers. Commonalities between “String of Pearls” theory and the MSR include:

Deepening relationships with target countries;

Focusing on strategic waterways in the Indo-Pacific;

Developing infrastructure in target areas;

Sustaining and encouraging economic growth;

Safequarding and enhancing China’s energy security [Drun, 2017].

YVVVYVYY

China’s defense guidance tasks the PLA with playing a more prominent role in Beijing’s new military
diplomacy and national security strategy, a further shift away from “keeping a low profile.” The PLA Navy’s
participation in international counterpiracy patrols in the Gulfs of Aden and Guinea, China’s first naval
deployment outside Asia, is one example of the PLA’s recalibrated engagement [Nantulya, 2019]. In the
eyes of foreign observers, the most striking illustration of China's global ambitions was the sending of
Chinese ships to the shores of Somalia to fight pirates in 2008 - the first in 500 years China’s participation in
a naval campaign outside its territorial waters [JIu, 2011, C. 163]. Between December 2008 and August
2018, China sent 30 naval escort task forces to Somalia in the international anti-piracy effort in the Gulf of
Aden. More recently, Beijing also conducted mass evacuations of Chinese and foreign nationals from Libya
and Yemen [Gaoyuem, Charm, 2019, P. 5-6].



May assume that a naval presence in Africa will give China greater latitude to support its
peacekeeping troops, humanitarian interests, and hard security operations. Together, these deployments
form part of a diverse set of deployments that the PLA calls “new historical missions” [Nantulya, 2019].

Does the “String of Pearls” Strategy Contradict the
Chinese Principle of Non-Interference Policy?

There has been much discussion in the expert community about the possible links between “String of
Pearls” theory and MSR, and their contradictory role to the Chinese principle of non-interference policy.
Many experts are sure that having developed the “String of Pearls” policy and established bases in ports, it
will be difficult for Beijing to adhere to the principle of protecting non-alignment and non-interference and
refuse to pursue a policy of building military bases abroad.

Some analysts believe that “String of Pearls” is not a coordinated strategy on the part of China, and
there is no substantial evidence in Chinese sources or elsewhere to support the allegations of commentators,
scholars, and officials who use it as a basis for explaining Beijing’s intentions in the Indian Ocean [Naval
War College Press, 2011, P. 61]. According to Zhou Bo, Honorary Fellow, PLA Academy of Military
Science, the only thing that can be justified in the “String of Pearls” theory is that it emphasizes the growing
importance of the Indian Ocean for China's ever-expanding national interests [Drun, 2017].

China’s stated non-interference policy is an important element of its national security policy, and the
absence of Chinese military bases abroad is often cited as an example of Beijing’s commitment to non-
interference and non-alignment [Naval War College Press, 2011, P. 61], which in turn was seen as a
pragmatic step towards securing and maintaining access to vital resources in most developing countries, and
played an important role in enhancing “South-South” solidarity in these countries [Aidoo, Hess, 2015, P.
111]. “South-South cooperation,” “non-interference,” and “non-conditionality” were at the forefront and at
the center of China's approach, presented as “one of humanitarian and development aid plus influence
without interference, in contrast to the West’s coercive approach of sanctions plus military intervention”
[Campbell, Wheeler, Attree, Butler, Mariani, 2012, P. 8-9].

However, China’s long-standing commitment to non-intervention does not mean that the foreign
policy community in China has always reached consensus on its validity and relevance. If a few years ago,
almost no Chinese scientist challenged the principle of non-interference, infringement on the sovereignty of
other nations, in recent years more and more have been arguing about this issue. One important factor
contributing to the current domestic criticism of China’s strict commitment to non-intervention is regulatory
change in the international system [Duchatel, Brauner, Hang, 2014, P. 6]. The current debate in China is
resolving around the establishment of what are commonly referred to in the U.S. military as “places”, as
opposed to bases. This type of strategy involves securing with friendly governments diplomatic agreements
allowing access to those nations’ facilities in order to obtain essential supplies, such as fuel, food, and
freshwater, for deployed forces. Such agreements can also involve reciprocal guarantees of military support
in such areas as training, equipment and education [Naval War College Press, 2011, P. 61].

The adherence to non-interference or non-intervention

has been perceived as a pragmatic step towards securing and sustain-
ing access to vital resources in most of the developing world.
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However, it should be noted that China’s first overseas base in Djibouti, opened in mid-2017, like
one pearl in a string, adds the first explicit military component to its MSR, despite the fact that official
statements emphasize the purpose of the base: providing support for military operations other than war
(MOOTW) [Drun, 2017]. The official goal was to open a logistics support base to become the center of
peacekeeping and other strategic policies in Africa and the Indian Ocean region [Lanteigne, 2018, P. 4]. But
actually, in addition to providing a demanded supply point for the PLA Navy, the base will be crucial to
expand China's intelligence gathering capabilities in the area and provide the PLA Air Force with the long-
awaited opportunity to reach world level [Ghiselli, 2016, P. 7].

From here it should be concluded that the Chinese principle of a policy of non-interference, the
rejection of a foreign military presence and ensuring the development of mutually beneficial economic and
trade relations as the main task no longer corresponds to the need to ensure China's security and vital
interests. Therefore, it is possible that in the foreseeable future, China will increasingly have to become a
regional player in competitive cooperation with the U.S. and India [Dorsey, 2017, P. 1].

Chinese Naval Activities in the Indian Ocean
as a Security Dilemma in the Region

It follows from the foregoing that the establishment of places to support extended Chinese naval
activities in the Indian Ocean creates a security dilemma in the region, particularly for U.S. and India. The
emergence of tensions regarding the regional order was facilitated by the modernization of the armed forces
and the increase in military spending in China, which led to naval expansionism and the construction of
artificial islands - not prohibited by international law - and military bases on the islands; also, accelerating
the regional arms race in Southeast Asia [Roudgar, 2017, P. 74]. As a result of the implementation of the first
stage of the long-term modernization plan, the Chinese navy acquired the ability to "project power" over the
entire Yellow Sea, East China and South China Seas within the Philippine Islands and the Ryukyu Islands
archipelago [Turapenxo, 2008, C. 441].

The U.S. and India are concerned that part of the construction of artificial islands includes the
modernization of runways, largely supported by military facilities such as the site on Woody Island, near
Vietnam. This means shifting the balance of power in the Indian and Arabian Gulf from traditional Indian
government, backed by U.S. military power, to China, backed by regional diplomatic ties. Now the U.S. and
India are more concerned about whether this strategy is intended solely for supply of building materials and
trade routes, or whether China will subsequently use them to ensure regional superiority [Devonshire-Ellis,
2009].

Since the IPR is a freedom of action for the U.S. Navy and Air Force in accordance with the
principle of “freedom of navigation”, Beijing’s attempts to establish sovereignty over the South China Sea,
as well as its territorial disputes in the region, are seen by U.S. as an encroachment on the principle
“Freedom and openness”, and as “undermining the sovereignty of neighboring countries” for turning them
into “satellites” of Beijing [Mopo3os, 2018, C. 111]. In this regard, it is not surprising that in 2017 the
Trump administration introduced a new strategy in Afghanistan: withdrew the U.S. from the Trans-Pacific
Partnership (TPP); put an end to the Trans-Atlantic Partnership (TAP) and pursue the Indo-Pacific Strategy
(IPS) in the region [Mopo3zog, 2018, C. 108].

The challenge from the PRC in the struggle for control of the sea spaces to many American experts
seems to be perhaps the main threat to American leadership and the existence of the entire international
order. They believe that in addition to turning the South China Sea into an inland sea, it will also deprive the



U.S. Navy of the ability to act globally to maintain a secure environment and the supremacy at sea that is
necessary to maintain the Bretton Woods system [[Tonomapes, 2016, P. 111].

However, many experts are sure that China did not pose a serious challenge to U.S. naval
superiority, and the U.S. Navy continues to maintain a dominant position in the Western Pacific and around
the world [Li, F., 2014]." The growing anxiety surrounding China’s military spending must be properly
contextualized, particularly given the continued dominance of the U.S. military. China’s potential nuclear
threat, while growing, is still comparatively small and vulnerable when viewed alongside that of the U.S.
China’s nuclear stockpile is currently between a tenth and a hundredth the size of the U.S. arsenal [Renic,
2012; Harutyunyan, 2017b, p. 14].

As for India, despite the fact that MSR covers ports in countries around India, such as Sri Lanka, the
Maldives and Pakistan, but not in India itself, New Delhi believes that China is invading India's waterways.
China's investment in CPEC, which cuts through the disputed areas of Kashmir, and also underlines China's
strong connection with Pakistan, is another problem for India [Lain, Pantucci, 2015, P. 2]. Consequently,
India views the MSR as a threat or form of competition and the “String of Pearls” - as a challenge to the
existing balance of power in the Indian Ocean [Chellaney, 2015a], a threat to Indian security in the IOR, as
well as a tool to strategically encircle India. The OBOR is described as “the double road of China to
superpower status” to implement global hegemony that would threaten India’s dominant position in South
Asia and the Indian Ocean and put China in dominant position in Asia-Africa-Europe [Gan, 2015, P. 68-69].

Some experts believe that since America’s influence in these regions is weakening, and the peaceful
region no longer necessarily requires a U.S. military presence, China’s strategy may be conservatively
supported by other countries in Southeast Asia, with the possible exception of India. Pro-American countries
such as Japan, South Korea, Australia, and the Philippines can take advantage of improving and developing
ties with China, while countries such as Pakistan, North Korea, Myanmar, and Cambodia are already strong
allies of Beijing [Devonshire-Ellis, 2009].

However, more likely that countries in the Indian Ocean may be reluctant to support the Chinese
military presence and be interested in maintaining balanced relations with the U.S. and India while
developing ties with China.

CONCLUSION

At the end of our study, we conclude that while the Chinese legacy denies the concept of creating a
superpower based on naval power to maximize its global dominance, like the British and Americans, Chinese
expansion and its naval presence will grow steadily, which according to R. Alikhanov [2017] puts the
“String of Pearls” strategy in the forefront, combining key strongholds like Guo stones. Here it is appropriate
to draw a parallel, drawn by Henry Kissinger in his book “On China”, between the Guo game and the
strategy implemented in PRC practice: “While the Western tradition highly values the decisive battle and
glorifies acts of heroism, the Chinese ideal [strategy] emphasizes the subtlety, sophistication and patient
accumulation of benefits”. If other world or regional players, as is customary in chess, strive for absolute
superiority or complete defeat of the enemy, then Beijing, as in the game of Guo, tends to achieve relative
superiority by avoiding strategic emptiness and filling it, in this case, by implementing its “String of Pearls”
strategy and MSR initiative.

However, despite the fact that the partial success of the “String of Pears” strategy can become the
most important condition for the emergence of the Chinese fleet in the Indo-Pacific region on an ongoing
basis, for its practical implementation there are a number of geopolitical, geostrategic and geo-economics
problems that China has to solve. And in order to reduce resistance to its rise as a sea power, Beijing needs
not only to pay special attention to the realization of its maritime interests and, to this end, to increase its sea
power, but also to strengthen political and economic cooperation in the Indian Ocean and the Asia-Pacific
region with Japan, the U.S., India and countries of the ASEAN, the MENA. China should not follow the



traditional naval force strategy to strengthen the fleet, because the globalization of the world economy has
tied the interests of different states in such a tight knot that if any of them wants to ensure the safety of their
vital marine communications, then this can only be achieved through cooperation, and not traditional force
struggle at sea with rivals.

10.

11.

12.

NOTES

The Master Plan on ASEAN Connectivity is envisaged to connect ASEAN through enhanced physical
infrastructure development (physical connectivity), effective institutional arrangements
(institutional connectivity) and empowered people (people-to-people connectivity).

The EBSR focuses on connecting China to Europe through Central Asia and Russia, the Persian Gulf through
Central Asia and South East Asia, South Asia and the Indian Ocean.

Control over the South China Sea is one of the milestones in the Chinese strategy for dominance. The sea itself
is one of the busiest commercial routes and the shortest possible way connecting the West Pacific/East Asia
with the Indian Ocean, Africa, and Europe. It also provides direct access to nine of the ten largest commercial
ports in the world. Seven of them are Chinese, including Hong Kong and the other two are Busan in South
Korea and Taiwan.

Four of the NSR’s six economic corridors are included in the EBSR: China-Mongolia-Russia Economic
Corridor (CMREC), China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), New Eurasian Land Bridge (NELB), China-
Central and West Asia Economic Corridor (CCWAEC).

One of the six NSR economic corridors included in the EBSR is the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC), that will extend the Karakoram Highway; it already crosses the mountains between China and
Pakistan and build highway and rail links all the way through Pakistan to the port of Gwadar.

A “Choke Points” refers to a point of natural congestion along two wider and important navigable passages.
Maritime “Choke Points” are naturally narrow channels of shipping having high traffic because of their
strategic locations. Maritime “Choke Points”, or oil “Choke Points”, are congestive pathways in some of the
world’s famous shipping routes. There are many such “Choke Points” around the world, however, a few of
them are extremely famous for ships and thus face high international security conflicts and cross-border
terrorism threats.

The Strait of Bab-el-Mandeb is located between Yemen on the Arabian
Peninsula, and Djibouti and Eritrea in the Horn of Africa. The Bab-el-Mandeb
acts as a strategic link between the Indian Ocean and the Mediterranean Sea via

the Red Sea and the Suez Canal.

The Strait of Hormuz is a strait between the Persian Gulf and the Gulf of Oman. It provides the only sea
passage from the Persian Gulf to the open ocean and is one of the world's most strategically important “Choke
Points”. On the north coast lies Iran, and on the south coast the United Arab Emirates and Musandam, an
exclave of Oman. A third of the world’s liquefied natural gas and almost 20-25% of total global oil
consumption passes through the strait, making it a highly important strategic location for international trade.
The Strait of Malacca is one of the most important shipping lanes in the world and is the main shipping
channel between the Indian Ocean and the Pacific Ocean, linking major Asian economies such as India,
Thailand, Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore, China, Japan, Taiwan, and South Korea. Over 94,000
vessels pass through the strait each year (2008) making it the busiest strait in the world, carrying about 25% of
the world's traded goods, including oil, Chinese manufactured products, coal, palm oil and Indonesian coffee.
About a quarter of all oil carried by sea passes through the Strait, mainly from Persian Gulf suppliers to Asian
markets. In addition, it is also one of the world's most congested shipping “Choke Points” because it narrows
to only 2.8 km wide at the Phillips Channel (close to the south of Singapore).

China’s interest in the Indian Ocean has grown steadily since 2008, when it embarked on a naval mission as
part of a multilateral effort to combat piracy off the Horn of Africa.

And this is not only a matter of regional competition, but of history itself: since 1897, an agreement has been
in effect between Thailand and Britain, according to which the Thai side refuses to build a canal in order to
preserve the significance of Singapore. Now Americans are concentrating military efforts in Asia to maintain
control of the Chinese economy.

According to statistics for 2010, the total tonnage of the American fleet amounted to about 2.6 billion, which is
more than the total tonnage of all the remaining 17 fleets following it (out of 17 fleets, 14 belong to U.S.
allies). The U.S. Navy is equipped with the most advanced weapons in the world, including centralized and
networked weapons systems. In terms of overall missile capabilities, the missile capabilities of the U.S. Navy
exceed the combined capabilities of all the other 20 fleets in the world ranking after it. As for the total number
of battleships, the U.S. Navy at least corresponds to the sum of the Chinese and Russian Navy (203 versus
205), but the total U.S. Navy tonnage is 263 times the total tonnage of the Chinese and Russian Navy.
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Here, the Chinese allude to the travel of Zheng He (15" century), which demonstrated its ability, but not
ambition, to dominate the seas or build maritime empires, as they were stopped when it was proved that there
were no enemies threatening China from the seas.
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ABSTRACT: Launched by Chinese President Xi Jinping in 2013, the One Belt, One Road initiative (OBOR), which
consists of land (EBSR) and sea routes (MSR), aims to connect Asia and Europe through the Middle East, Africa and Central Asia.
The MSR strategy focuses on creating Chinese strongholds or “naval posts” with military or geopolitical influence along the Indian
Ocean littoral; and in the Persian Gulf and the Mediterranean Sea, called a “String of Pearls” - similar to the “Dual Use Logistics
Facility”. It is related to Beijing’s need for geostrategic security of the “choke points” and maritime [oil and trade] routes critical to
its development and based on China’s need to establish an increased level of influence and advanced presence on the sea routes
through the use of investment, port development, economic, political, diplomatic and military means. China hopes to contribute to
strengthening regional security on the southern gateway from the Indian Ocean to the Red Sea and the Suez Canal, one of the world’s
biggest shipping lanes and a pivotal part of the MSR. Today the Chinese energy security policy has been militarized by creating a
navy and deploying troops to protect and implement energy and infrastructure projects in the Middle East and North Africa region. It
is an important hub for the two OBOR routes due to its strategic location at the intersection of land and sea roads connecting Asia,
Africa and Europe, and the three most important economic maritime regions: the South China Sea, the Persian Gulf, the
Mediterranean Sea.
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l. Introduction

Chinese strategy of the New Silk Road (One Belt, One Road)® which consists of land and sea
routes, is the abbreviated name of the double concept of the Economic Belt of the Silk Road (EBSR) and the
Maritime Silk Road of the 21* Century (MSR). It was launched by President of People’s Republic of China (PRC)
Xi Jinping in 2013, which aims to connect Asia and Europe via the Middle East (ME), Africa and Central
Asia (CA) through a series of vast networks of transcontinental railways, pipelines, ports, airports and other
infrastructure projects, with up to US $ 1 trillion of Chinese investment (Molavi, 2018).

The idea of establishment the MSR was revealed during Chinese Premier Li Keqgiang’s attendance at
the 16™ ASEAN-+China summit in Brunei (9-10 October, 2013), and Xi Jinping’s speech in the Indonesian
parliament (3 October, 2013) (Szczudlik-Tatar, 2013, p. 3). The MSR will complement the EBSR by linking
Chinese ports with other countries via maritime links, focusing on the use of sea routes and Chinese coastal
ports (BDO, 2015, p. 4)* to connect China with Europe via the South China Sea,® the Straits of Malacca,
Lombok, Sudan and along the north Indian Ocean to the Persian Gulf, Red Sea and Gulf of Aden,
encompassing South and Southeast Asia, particularly Sri Lanka. Thus, the MSR will extend from Asia to
the Near East, Middle East and North Africa (MENA), East Africa, the Mediterranean and Europe
(Clemens, 2015, p. 6).

The first policy documents outlining the shape of China-MENA cooperation in the BRI framework
was the “Vision and Actions on Jointly Building Silk Road Economic Belt and 21¥-Century Maritime Silk
Road,” published by the Chinese government in March 2015. It describes plans for how the Belt will link
China with the Persian Gulf and the Mediterranean Sea through CA and West Asia (passing through Gwadar,
Istanbul and Tehran and through Afghanistan, Irag, Iran and Turkey); and how the Road will connect
China’s South China Sea all the way to the Mediterranean via the Indian Ocean, Gulf of Aden, Red Sea and
Suez Canal (Harutyunyan, 2019, p. 32).

MSR targets key littoral states along major Indian Ocean trade arteries for the construction of
OBOR’s two mega-projects - the land-based CPEC® and the sea-based BCIM-EC™, which, with large

% “One Belt, One Road” (OBOR) or Belt and Road Initiative (BRI/B&R) or New Silk Road (NSR).
 The EBSR focuses on connecting China to Europe through Central Asia and Russia, the Persian
Gulf through Central Asia and South East Asia, South Asia and the Indian Ocean.

% Control over the South China Sea is one of the milestones in the Chinese strategy for dominance.
The sea itself is one of the busiest commercial routes and the shortest possible way connecting the
West Pacific/East Asia with the Indian Ocean, Africa, and Europe. It also provides direct access to
nine of the ten largest commercial ports in the world. Seven of them are Chinese, including Hong
Kong and the other two are Busan in South Korea and Taiwan.

® One of the six NSR economic corridors included in the EBSR is the China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC), that will extend the Karakoram Highway; it already crosses the mountains
between China and Pakistan and build highway and rail links all the way through Pakistan to the
port of Gwadar.

" Bangladesh-China-India-Myanmar Economic Corridor (BCIM-EC) is a sub-regional cooperation
that aims to introduce new impetus to economic and social development by linking the
southwestern parts of China with northeastern region of India and the Bay of Bengal through
Yangon and Mandalay in Myanmar, and Bangladesh. Although BCIM-EC was initiated long before



investments from China, can fundamentally change the political and economic landscape of the Indian Ocean
Region (IOR) (Zhou, 2014). IOR is one of the most strategically significant in a world which has become a
friction point for tension between the United States (U.S.), China and India, and where China and India are
fighting for superiority over sea lines. Such tension intensifies as each state takes measures to counter the
others and project dominance within the region (Abeyagoonasekera, 2019, p. 48).

1. Chinese Strategy of “String of Pearls” and “Dual Use Logistics Facility”

The Indian Ocean also has an impressive number of shipping lines, also known as Sea Lines of
Communication (SLOCs) - sea passages between ports. Given that over 90% of world trade is shipping,
these SLOCs have great geopolitical value, since the country that controls them can either open or restrict
their access (Mahan, 2019, p. 2). The Indian Ocean as well is home to China’s important SLOCs, thus raising
the stakes for China to maintain security and stability in the IOR to avoid any instances of being choked
(Jash, 2018, p. 73). Since the Indian Ocean is considered to be part of the far-seas, it provides conditions for
the Chinese People's Liberation Army Navy (PLAN) to navigate and operate in a deep-water region
(Payette, Sun, 2017, p. 5). The most critical interest is China’s energy “life line”, passing through the IOR
and, to a large extent, constituting its “strategic vulnerability” from the ban on the part of the U.S. or India.
This makes the defense of its SLOC one of the most important functions of the PLAN missions in the IOR
and reinforces the need for China’s continued presence on the naval forces in the IOR (Khurana, 2018, p.
201). The modernization and expansion of the PLAN's presence in the IOR offers China more opportunities
to build more bases abroad serving PLANS, gain valuable work experience away from home, and also
strengthen and improve China's ability to project geopolitical power (Payette, Sun, 2017, p. 16).

In this context, the strategy of the Beijing MSR is of great interest, which focuses on creating
Chinese strongholds or “naval posts” with military or geopolitical influence along the Indian Ocean littoral;
and in the Persian Gulf and the Mediterranean Sea, called a “String of Pearls” — similar to the “Dual Use
Logistics Facility” (Lin, 2011, p. 10). Beijing has begun work on projects for the “Dual Use Logistics
Facility”, which should make up the “String of Pearls”, at the end of the 20" century and continues to this
day. The “Dual Use Logistics Facility” is characterized by its light footprint, its emphasis on providing
logistics support to overseas non-traditional security missions, and its dual commercial and military nature.
The “String of Pearls” model is similar to the “Dual Use Logistics Facility” except that it would include
secret access agreements and covert development of commercial facilities to support later military use, with
the ultimate objective of being able to support major combat operations against India and to dominate the
IOR (Yung, 2015).

The theory for the Chinese “String of Pearls” is related to Beijing’s need for geostrategic security of
the “choke points” and maritime [oil and trade] routes critical to its development (Bozhev, 2019). It is
designed to build infrastructure projects covering the Chinese SLOCs (Kysamxmun, 2015), and based on
China’s need to establish an increased level of influence and advanced presence on the sea routes through the
use of investment®, port development, economic, political, diplomatic and military means (Devonshire-Ellis,
2009).

the inception of BRI, China later incorporated it under BRI platform as one of the six economic
corridors. Bangladesh-China-India-Myanmar Economic Corridor (BCIM-EC) consists of rail and
road constructions, and industrial parks.

"t China’s investments extend from Hainan Island in the South China Sea, through the littorals of
the Straits of Malacca, including port developments in Chittagong in Bangladesh; Sittwe, Coco,
Hianggyi, Khaukphyu, Mergui and Zadetkyi Kyun in Myanmar; Laem Chabang in Thailand; and
Sihanoukville in Cambodia. They extend across the Indian Ocean, Sri Lanka, the Maldives,
Pakistan’s Gwadar Port, and in islands within the Arabian Sea and into the Persian Gulf.



In reality China’s development of the MSR has made it an Indian Ocean power even without a blue
water navy, capable of projecting power across the Indian Ocean or a collection of overseas bases. Initially
described by Western analysts as a “String of Pearls” strategy, the announcement of the MSR in 2013 gave
greater clarity as to what China had been doing: it built or funded expansion of ports and facilities across the
Indian Ocean in a “‘places’ as opposed to bases” strategy in which China secured access to partner states’
ports and naval facilities (Fulton, 2018, p. 179).

In fact, the “String of Pearls” concept is often viewed a military initiative, with the aim of providing
China’s navy access to a series of ports stretching from the South China Sea to the Arabian Sea and oil-rich
ME region (Harutyunyan, 2017, p. 95-102).

1. MENA as an Important Hub for the BRI

The “String of Pearls” strategy provides a forward presence for China along the sea lines of
communication that now anchor China directly to the MENA region. It is an important hub for the two
OBOR routes — EBSR and MSR — due to its strategic location at the intersection of land and sea roads
connecting Asia, Africa and Europe (BBC, 2015) and the three most important economic maritime regions:

» the South China Sea,
» the Persian Gulf,
» the Mediterranean Sea (Matar, 2018).

The MENA region also is important to the MSR because of the inclusion of maritime
chokepoints for energy transportation, such as:

> the Bab al-Mandab Strait;
> the Hormuz Strait;
» the Suez Canal (Matar, 2018).

It is known that the oil transported through Malacca strait towards East Asia is 3 times the amount
transiting the Suez Canal and 15 times the amount passing through the Panama Canal. Approximately 90%
of the Chinese oil imports in 2016 were delivered from this route, coming from Africa and the ME (Bozhev,
2019). The China-run Gwadar Port in Pakistan reduces distances between East African and Persian Gulf
ports to western China by more than 4 times the distance between eastern China and these regions via the
Malacca Strait and Indonesia (Zenn, 2015, p. 10).

Beijing expands its presence along the Indo-Pacific Sea Route connecting the Strait of Malacca with
the Suez Canal and, consequently, the Mediterranean Sea, where Chinese companies provide their presence
or control in ports and terminals (United Arab Emirates (U.A.E.), Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Algeria, Turkey,
Israel, Djibouti, etc.) through the acquisition, construction, modernization, expansion and operation to serve
commercial and military interests (Linden, 2018. p. 4; Al-Tamimi, 2017, p. 2).

To ensure reliable access for Chinese commercial shipments from the Red Sea to the Mediterranean,
Beijing has adopted a dual-track approach while expanding its interests in the Suez Canal corridor and
following the land route through Israel (Scott, 2014, p. 10). China Harbor is building a new port next to
Ashdod’s existing one, and the Shanghai International Port Group (SIPG) has won a 25-year license to
operate another deep-sea private port planned in Haifa. One long-term plan, that Israel hopes China could
participate in, is building a railroad connection between the port of Eilat and the port of Ashdod, connecting
the Red Sea to the Mediterranean Sea, thereby providing a safe alternative to the Suez Canal, and creating an
inland trade and logistics center for Chinese trade between Asia and Europe (Pevzner, 2017).



The MSR puts Egypt at its center because of the Suez Canal and the megaproject for the construction
of a parallel two-channel canal. Located at the meeting place of three continents, Egypt could become the
capital of the NSR (Sharma, 2019, p. 10). In 2008, COSCO Pacific, China’s largest shipping state-owned
enterprises (SOE), invested US $ 185.6 million in a joint venture to operate and manage the Suez Canal
Container Terminal (SCCT) in Port Said East Port. State-owned China Harbor Engineering Company
(CHEC) also completed a contract valued at US $ 1 billion to construct a quay in al-Adabiya port (Egypt) at
the southern entrance to the Canal. China proceeded with a US $ 416 million investment in a second
contract, for construction of a cargo terminal at al-Adabiya port. Beijing is also considering the Suez Canal
Regional Development Project (SCRDP), which includes the addition of a parallel channel to the Canal, as
well as the construction of sub-sea tunnels under the Canal. Zhenhua Port Machinery Company, a subsidiary
of China’s state-owned Communication Construction Company (CCCC), secured a large-scale infrastructure
project for U.A.E.’s Dubai Port World Sokhna under development alongside the China-Egypt special
economic zone on the Gulf of Suez (Scott, 2014, p. 11-12).

Tehran is also a key node in China’s overland and MSR, with Beijing looking to increase railway
links and perhaps even establish a naval base on one of Iran’s islands (Lin, 2011, p. X). The location of the
Chabahar port (in southeastern Iran, on the Gulf of Oman) in the direction of the International North-South
Transport Corridor (INSTC), thus, transit relations between Russia, Eastern Europe, Central Asia and the
Caucasus, on the one hand, and Southeast Asia, the Far East, the countries of Oceania and the Persian Gulf,
on the other, are seen as a significant advantage for Iran’s participation in the Chinese BRI (Pars Today,
2019). However, Chabahar port is very close to Gwadar port in Pakistan which is developed by the Chinese
as a part of the CPEC: this may lead to economic rivalry within the BRI between the two ports (Garlick,
Havlova, 2020, p. 14).

China ceased investing in Syria immediately after the outbreak of its civil war, despite Syria’s role as
Jordan’s maritime gateway to the Mediterranean and as a land bridge between Turkey and Jordan (Evron,
2020, p. 2). However, Syrian ports at Tartus and Latakia, both currently Russian bases, have been earmarked
as major departure points for Chinese goods entering Europe (Blanche, 2017). OBOR will inevitably feature
a Syrian hub — complete with the requisite legal support for Chinese companies involved in investment,
construction and banking (Escobar, 2017). There is talk now that Tripoli (Lebanon) could even be a terminal
in China’s NSR project, carving a trade route from East Asia to Europe (Issa, 2017).

On the Gulf of Oman, in 2014, privately owned Khorfakkan Container Terminal (KCT) received
the first vessel of China Shipping Container Lines’ (CSCL) expanded joint service with the United Arab
Shipping Company (UASC) (Scott, 2015, p. 14). The two carriers have signed a number of joint service
agreements over the past few years connecting Asian ports with ports in the ME and Europe (Sharjah
Update, 2014).

The 3000-km long CPEC land transport corridor should connect Xinjiang (China) to the Arabian Sea
through the Pakistani Kashmir in the port of Gwadar, linking the maritime and overland Silk Roads and
developing not only its commercial value, but also its potential as a naval outpost overlooking Gulf shipping
lanes (Chellaney, 2015).”

From the east coast of the China, the ships follow the South China Sea to the Straits of Malacca,
from where they are sent to the shores of northern and northeast Africa to reach the Israeli ports via the Bab
el-Eilat and Ashdod — bypassing the Suez Canal. The further route involves the interconnection of trade
routes with Istanbul (where railway tunnels are already running along the bottom of the Bosporus), Athens

2 CPEC, US $ 46 billion project, will allow Beijing to shorten the route of its oil imports from the
ME and Africa to barely one quarter of the current 12,000km. The oil will be offloaded at Gwadar
for transport by pipeline to western China.



(Greece), Naples (Italy), Marseilles (France) and other Mediterranean cities that are part of the euro area
(CypLIVE, 2017).

In April, 2016, COSCO secured a controlling share over the port of Piraeus in Greece. Other
companies have holdings in seaports in Egypt (Alexandria, Adabiya, Port Said), in Algeria (Cherchell), in
Turkey (Amberley) and in Italy (Genoa and Naples) — all of them arguably form part of China’s OBOR
strategy (Feder, 2016). From a military point of view, the addition of a new “pearl” in the Mediterranean Sea
in the form of the Greek sea port of Piraeus allows China to control maritime access to Istanbul and the
Black Sea ports of Bulgaria, Romania, Ukraine, southern Russia and Georgia (Lin, 2011, p. 10).

It is also planned to combine the construction and operation of China’s stable developing four large
industrial parks in Egypt, the U.A.E., Saudi Arabia and Oman with neighboring ports, including the Khalifa
port in Abu Dhabi, the port of Djibouti and the port of Said from Egypt and others, to create an “industrial
park — port interconnection” (Harutyunyan, 2019, p. 33). As the third largest re-export hub in the world after
Singapore and Hong Kong, approximately 60 % of China’s trade passes through Dubai’s Jebel Ali Free Zone
(Jafza), the world’s largest free zone, and Jebel Ali port for re-export (Scott, 2015, p. 12). Wort noting, that
announced during the 2018 Ministers’ Meeting of the China-Arab States Cooperation Forum (CASCF) in
Beijing, the ‘Industrial Park—Port Interconnection, Two-Wheel and Two-Wing Approach’ is a framework
for connecting Chinese built industrial parks in key GCC cities with regional ports, creating a regional MSR
network and establishing a hub that links other important MSR regions such as South Asia and East Africa
(Fulton, 2019, p. 2).”

V. Chinese Military Expansion in the MENA Region

As we noticed from the above, China hopes to contribute to strengthening regional security on the
southern gateway from the Indian Ocean to the Red Sea and the Suez Canal, one of the world’s biggest
shipping lanes and a pivotal part of the MSR (Barisitz, Radzyner, 2017, p. 24). Today the Chinese energy
security policy has been militarized by creating a navy and deploying troops to protect and implement energy
and infrastructure projects in the MENA region.

And since China has limited resources of hard power, due to the fact that the country is not part of
military alliances and did not have a military presence in the MENA, Beijing is trying to expand its influence
through the use of soft power resources, creating new military bases in Africa and in ME and is actively
developing the naval forces (Mao, 2007, p. 124). It will help China increase the frequency of PLAN
operations in the region and multiply the number of Chinese ships passing through the waters of the Horn of
Africa and the Arabian Peninsula (Panda, 2015).

Chinese permanent military presence overseas takes three main forms:

v' Escort fleet in the Gulf of Aden;
v" Navy technical service stops;
v Peacekeeping forces in the ME (Sun, 2015).

After China conducted its first operation outside the PLAN under the auspices of the anti-piracy
mission in the Gulf of Aden in 2008, it became apparent that these operations (and subsequent logistical

™ A project titled as “industrial park-port interconnection, two-wheel and two-wing approach”
cooperation layout, will allow Chinese industrial parks (free trade zone (FTZ)) create business
clusters and increase trade flows.



problems) were too large and spanning in areas just for the supply of fuel and food to the armed forces and
civilians thousands of kilometers from the Chinese coastal waters. These new missions, called “military
operations other than war” (MOOTW), could also include tasks such as peacekeeping, humanitarian aid and
disaster relief operations, as well as maintaining internal stability operations (Marantidou, 2014, p. 3).

From 2009 to 2015, China sent 19 naval escorts to the Gulf of Aden and Somali waters, which
visited Djibouti, Kenya, Oman, Saudi Arabia and Pakistan (Sun, 2015). In 2014, China sent the PLAN’s 17"
and 18" naval escort taskforces consisting of various amphibious landing ships, missile frigates and supply
vessels to the Gulf of Aden, and the PLAN’s 19" naval escort taskforce sent to Somalia, also in April 2015,
the 20™ task force was sent (Panda, 2015).

Chinese United Nations (UN) peacekeeping forces in the MENA consist of 1,152 personnel:

UN Truce Supervision Organization (2 observers);

UN Interim Force in Lebanon (343 soldiers);

UN Mission in the Republic of South Sudan (444 soldiers, 18 police, and 12 military observers);
UN — African Union Hybrid Operation in Darfur (321 soldiers);

UN Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara (12 military observers) (Sun, 2015).

O O O O O

Chinese Navy interim technical service stops in the MENA can be categorized into three types:

«» for ship fuel and material resupply, such as stops in the ports of Djibouti (Djibouti), Aden (Yemen),
Jeddah (Saudi Arabia), Salalah (Oman), Sudan;

« for relatively fixed supply ship berthing and fixed-wing reconnaissance aircraft take-off and landing,
as a stop in the Seychelles, which are based on short-term agreements;

«» stops that allows for a complete recharge to rest weaponry and take advantage of a large ship repair

center, such as the stop in Pakistan, which is based on a long-term agreement (Sun, 2015).

Salalah — a logistics point of the first category, provides refueling of Chinese ships. Aden belongs to
the item of logistics of the second category, it is a large naval base (previously used in this capacity by Great
Britain, and then the Soviet Union). It has 16 berths, provides basing of ships up to and including the
destroyer (Xpamumxus, 2017). China’s Navy increasingly uses the deep-water Omani (is considered a U.S.
pro) port of Salalah on the Arabian Sea as a refueling and replenishing base during its anti-piracy operations
(Molavi, 2018).

Chinese warships use ports in Yemen to replenish supplies. Moreover, in December 2009, Beijing
announced its intention to establish a permanent naval base in the Gulf of Aden/Arabian Sea (Lin, 2011, p.
11). The most likely option is the Yemeni port of Aden than other alternatives — Oman and Djibouti — which
have close ties with NATO and Washington (Al-Rawashdeh, AL-Qatatsheh, 2017, p. 41).

In Sudan, Chinese bases have been deployed for the navy and for the ground forces of the People's
Liberation Army (PLA) and the PLA Air Force (Xpamuuxus, 2017). In July, 2015, the UN invited China to
dispatch a peacekeeping infantry battalion to join the UN mission in South Sudan in order to protect civilians
and UN personnel and facilities while conducting humanitarian rescue operations and helping the
Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD) in supervisory and inspection missions. This time
China is sending out an entire infantry battalion for international peacekeeping, whereas previously China’s
peacekeeping forces were only comprised of an engineering unit, a transportation unit, a medical unit, and a
guard unit (Zhang, 2015).

First overseas “military base”: The “String of Pearls” strategy ends in the logistics point of the third
category in the port of Djibouti (Djibouti, the “Gate to the Red Sea”), opened in July 2017 (XpamuuxuH,
2017). China calls the first overseas “military base” as a support base for escorting, peacekeeping,



humanitarian aid and search-and-rescue humanitarian operations in MENA (Gao, 2017; Headley, 2018).
Djibouti is the first place in the world where China created its foreign full-fledged Chinese military base (for
logistical facilities geared for naval rest and supply) outside the PRC (except for objects on the disputed
islands of the South China Sea). It is the only place in the world where the American and Chinese military
are literally face to face (there is the only U.S. military base in Africa) (Anuxanos, 2017). Although this
strategy is primarily aimed at connecting the Horn of Africa with the IOR and the South China Sea, the
Djiboutian hub can also ensure the development of this strategy in the Mediterranean Sea (via the Suez
Canal) and further moving south along the African East Coast, reaching the South Africa (Sterioti, 2017, p.
2).

Regarding the fight against pirates, it should be noted that since the Strait of Singapore and the Strait
of Malacca (parts of the MSR) are the busiest trade routes, they are the epicenters of piracy. And if even
more cargo will be delivered via MSR routes, then theoretically combining pirates will become easier,
threatening security for the implementation of BRI (ISDP, 2016, p. 6). Thus, Beijing has become a larger
security player in the wider region, and China’s naval forces are engaged in the fight against piracy in the
Horn of Africa (Lyall, 2019). In 2008, elements of the Chinese Navy in Somali waters launched joint anti-
piracy exercises (Sun, 2015). In the Gulf of Aden, a Chinese frigate succeeded to prevent Somali pirates
from assaulting an U.A.E.-owned oil tanker in April 2017 (Ardemagni, 2018, p. 11). Nevertheless, the
deployment of China “security guards” to protect BRI projects opens a new element of the deployment of
troops abroad — a feature that calls into question the Chinese basic foreign policy principle of non-
interference (Kondapalli, 2019).

However, the “String of Pearls” strategy or the “Dual Use Logistics Facility” model can be most
appropriate for supporting China’s future Indian Ocean operations, to address non-traditional security
challenges. It would alleviate the burden of logistical support to China’s overseas maritime operations
(currently primarily anti-piracy operations), but could expand to support limited operations to protect
Chinese citizens and property abroad. This may include the non-combatant evacuation operations (NEOs) of
Chinese citizens, humanitarian and disaster relief operations, and possibly ground operations by special
forces in places like Africa to protect Chinese personnel, property and other economic interests (Yung,
2015).

V. Chinese Military Expansion in IPR and MENA: Reason for Counteraction or
Collaboration for Regional Players

Currently, there are two main points of view on the role of China in MENA and IPR, and its
implications for the foreign policy of the U.S., India and other regional players. Some believe that China’s
actions in MENA and IPR are aimed at expanding Chinese power and influence at the expense of other
regional powers in the region, which could ultimately lead to a conflict between them. The second opinion is
that China’s growing role in MENA will contribute to greater interdependence and cooperation between the
U.S., Iran, China and other regional players, which will benefit all parties (Saito, 2007, p. 3).

In fact, China’s strategic move to the IOR through the Horn of Africa has raised serious concerns
about its military expansion in the region. The long-term Chinese military presence in Djibouti, Gwadar and
other ports of the Arabian Sea and the Indian Ocean, which can also serve as stops for the expansion of the
Navy of the PLAN, create problems for Delhi, Washington and other regional powers. The U.S. is concerned
about China’s growing global military presence, while India is concerned about China’s ability to project its
power in the Indian Ocean without hindrance (Panda, 2015; Molavi, 2018).

Since the economic center of gravity in the world is now concentrated around China and Asia in a
broader sense, the Chinese will seek to attract investment from MENA, especially from the energy-rich
monopolies of the Persian Gulf. Naturally, these factors will encourage the Chinese (and possibly other



participants in Asia, such as India) to be more persistent in defending their national interests at the region
(Politikan.com.ua, 2013).

Therefore, Beijing is fully aware of the possible negative reaction that China’s BRI and growing
economic and military might cause in the international community, and how the perception of the “Chinese
threat” could damage Beijing’s image. Chinese understand that without an effective solution to this problem
of the “Chinese threat” in the U.S. and its neighboring countries, this growth will not be well received by the
international community as a whole (Harutyunyan, 2016, p. 222-223). The “Chinese threat” approach to the
Indo-Pacific region is also evident in the statements of U.S. officials in the Trump administration, as well as
in the National Security Strategy (NSS) in December 2017. And if the U.S. approach to the Indo-Pacific
region continues to be formed as a means of confronting China, the states and regions of Eurasia and the
Indian Ocean can expect a new set of international political challenges, since different views on the Asian
order lead to competition between the great powers, and the Persian Gulf region, probably will participate in
this competition (Fulton, 2018, p. 176).

In this regard, to dispel concerns over China’s strategic foot-forward in the IOR via the Horn of
Africa and the “Chinese threat”, Beijing downplayed the base’s military-strategic importance by calling it a
“support base for supply missions to carry out support, peacekeeping and humanitarian assistance missions
in Africa and West Asia”. Justifying this goal, the Chinese Foreign Ministry said that since 2008, China has
been deploying ships in the Gulf of Aden and waters off the coast of Somalia in order to escort. Strongly
opposing the name Djibouti as a military outpost built as a base for the Chinese military presence and
strengthening its deterrent role in the IOR, Beijing argues that Djibouti acts as logistical support for
replenishing food and fuel. However, this move by China reflects a shift in its foreign policy, as it contradicts
its own commitment to the principle of “non-interference’” and confirms Beijing’s pragmatic drift from Deng
Xiaoping’s dictum of “maintaining a low profile” (Jash, 2018, p. 72).

Meanwhile, worth noting that China avoids countering other players in the region, especially the
United States. Although China is expanding its navy on the military front, it is far from becoming a major
naval power on a scale that could challenge or oust the United States (Calabrese, 2005, p. 4). Beijing takes
advantage of the American security umbrella in the Persian Gulf — the U.S. Navy, which protects sea routes
for barrels of oil, which mainly go to Asia, not to the West (Molavi, 2018). Moreover, the U.S. and China
conducted their joint counter-piracy exercise in the Gulf of Aden in December 2014, which brought together
700 American and Chinese naval personnel. The U.S. Navy (USN) and PLAN conducted extensive training
on search and seizure protocol and aimed to improve communication between the two navies (Washington,
2017). In addition, the dissatisfaction that Donald Trump expressed about the disproportionate dependence of
the international community on the U.S. to preserve the freedom of navigation on critical sea lanes and the
long-term protection of shipping routes to other countries with zero compensation, may even be taken as an
invitation to step up PLAN activities in the western Indian Ocean, the Gulf of Aden, and the Persian Gulf
(Panda, 2019).

Some experts even believe that the U.S. needs to create an integrated regional security structure in
the Persian Gulf or the ME as a whole, so that it as a forum could attract China to a more responsible
position in the MENA. Otherwise, a clash of interests could jeopardize the achievement of U.S. goals in the
region and fuel a more general and undesirable antagonism between the U.S. and the world’s fastest-growing
power (Leverett, Bader, 2005-06, p. 199).



VI. Conclusion

China’s behavior with a cautious strategy based on increasingly developing maritime capabilities is
part of its great strategy of dominating world trade transit and expanding territorial seas, as well as
implementing a strategy that supports greater access to marine resources. “String of Pearls” not only gives
China a safe route for energy, commerce and shipping, but also allows China to deploy its security and
intelligence forces throughout the IPR, IOR and MENA. In fact, the “String of Pearls” strategy can not only
allow China to change the balance of power at the regional level, but also have an impact that goes far
beyond its traditional sphere, achieve global hegemony and put China in a dominant position in Asia, Africa
and Europe, mainly due to strategic control over the main points along the Chinese “String of Pearls” and
new opportunities for the deployment of combat operational groups. Most likely, the Chinese expansion will
grow steadily and its military presence will grow in order to protect its interests and ensure the safety of
Chinese multi-billion-dollar investment in infrastructure projects across the width of the “String of Pearls”.

Here it is appropriate to cite the parallels of Ruslan Alikhanov drawn between the “String of Pearls”
strategy and the games of Chess and Guo. He finds that Chess is taught to focus on calculating multi-way
combinations in order to completely defeat the enemy: the pieces disappear from the board, leaving room for
the winner. While Chess serves the idea of absolute superiority and complete defeat of the opponent, Guo
(which means “game of environment”, one of the four pillars of classical education) teaches players the
concept of the strategic environment of the enemy, as well as relative superiority and does not allow strategic
emptiness: the pieces remain on the board, but lacking the ability to maneuver. In fact, China, with its
economic and financial capabilities, can achieve this goal by filling in the vacuum that could be created by
the U.S. rejecting its international obligations.
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Introduction

Since the establishment of diplomatic relations between China and Djibouti on January 8, 1979,
bilateral relations have made a steady advancement. Djibouti, which is also known as "the world's naval
capital", in the 2000s became the largest stronghold on the African continent, where international forces
and coalitions are concentrated to counter terrorist and international groups that threaten world economic
communications. Due to the active presence of other states in Djibouti, Beijing simply cannot remain
indifferent to this point on the world map, where many strategic interests of both political and economic
nature intersect. Djibouti is a focal point of the western sea line in China's Belt and Road strategy, and is the
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first point connecting Asia, Africa and Europe. It is located on the western coast of the Gulf of Aden and
faces Bab el-Mandab, a transport hub for Europe, Asia and Africa, the location choke throat of the Red Sea
into the Indian Ocean. BRI's Chinese policy includes investment in port expansion in East Africa and China's
growing economic interest in Djibouti is part of a broader strategy to control a greater share of maritime
traffic and port facilities worldwide. To provide reliable protection for the security and stability of the
logistics routes of the 21% Century Maritime Silk Road from various types of threats, China is creating the
String of Pearls - links in the chain of Chinese logistics centers and strongholds that do not formally have the
status of military bases - along the trade route from South China to the Mediterranean Sea through the
South China Sea, the Strait of Malacca, the Indian Ocean, the Bab el-Mandeb Strait, the Red Sea and the
Suez Canal, to the base in Djibouti.

Djibouti - an Important Country for the Chinese B&R Strategy

Chinese strategy of the New Silk Road (NSR) or One Belt, One Road (OBOR)’* which consists of land
and sea routes, is the abbreviated name of the double concept of the Economic Belt of the Silk Road (EBSR)
and the Maritime Silk Road of the 21* Century (MSR). It was launched by President of People’s Republic of
China (PRC) Xi Jinping in 2013, which aims to connect Asia and Europe via the Middle East (ME), Africa and
Central Asia (CA) through a series of vast networks of transcontinental railways, pipelines, ports, airports
and other infrastructure projects.” Xi identified five of its components: political reconciliation, construction
of a single road network, strengthening of trade ties, currency flows, people-to-people contact. The first
part of the project, EBSR or Belt is actually a network of predominantly land roads that are expected to
connect China with CA, Eastern and Western Europe. The second, MSR or Road is a sea route that is
expected to connect China's southern coast with the Mediterranean Sea, Africa, Southeast Asia and CA.”®

At the end of March 2015, the Chinese leadership presented a plan at the Boao Asian Economic
Forum to reformat the global economic infrastructure through a single OBOR project, combining the EBSR
and MSR.” The MSR will complement the EBSR by linking the Chinese ports with other countries via
maritime links, focusing on the use of sea routes and Chinese coastal ports to connect China with Europe
via the South China Sea, the Straits of Malacca, Lombok, Sudan and along the north Indian Ocean to the
Persian Gulf, Red Sea and Gulf of Aden, encompassing South and Southeast Asia, particularly Sri Lanka.
Thus, the MSR will extend from Asia to the Near East, ME, East Africa, the Mediterranean and Europe,
China's largest export market.”®

Although the focus of the NSR is mainly seen on mutual relations with Europe, the countries of
Central and Southeast Asia, as well as attention is paid to Eurasian projects, nevertheless Africa for the PRC
in the framework of OBOR from the most important regions.”” A huge number of projects are being

" OBOR or Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) or Belt and Road (B&R).
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implemented as part of the BRI, increasingly capturing the African continent and connecting new
participants, among them Djibouti, an important country for the Chinese B&R strategy.®

The choice of Djibouti is not without reason, if you look at the geographical location of the country.
The strategic location of Djibouti, connecting the Suez Canal with the Indian Ocean,?! in the Horn of Africa -
between Eritrea in the north and Somalia in the south® - across the road from Yemen, not far from the ME
- touching the Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden, along the Babel-Mandeb Strait, is one of the busiest and
strategically most important shipping corridors in the world.®* Djibouti has long been considered a key
strategic location for ships of the global naval forces, based in the port facilities of the city of Djibouti, able
to control the entry and exit of the Gulf of Aden and the Suez Canal,® which is the key for the global
transport and oil transportation artery.®

Djibouti is of great interest to China due to the fact that the Celestial Empire is very concerned about
the security of the Bab el-Mandeb Strait, through which oil is transported from South Sudan and Sudan.®
Although Djibouti does not have significant natural resources, the port of Djibouti is the only access to the
sea for the neighboring Ethiopia, rich in mineral resources.®’

Djibouti is also ideal as a port for sending raw materials to Beijing, which directs financial flows to
Africa in exchange for access to natural resources. China is currently investing in infrastructure upgrades in
Djibouti: financing the modernization of the railway in the republic, expanding the port in the capital, laying
pipelines for the delivery of water and fuel, building roads and a plant for obtaining liquefied natural gas,
and also investing in projects for the construction of two new airports and several government buildings.
And the military base is an additional insurance for these investments.®®

Djibouti is committed to actively participating in the BRI, as well as implementing joint projects
related to the "eight major initiatives" launched at the Beijing Summit of the Forum on China-Africa
Cooperation in 2018. China is ready to combine the construction of the B&R and the implementation of the
agreements reached at the Beijing Summit of the Forum on Sino-African Cooperation with the
development strategy of Djibouti "Vision of Djibouti-2035", as well as strengthen cooperation in industries
such as the blue economy, telecommunications and the digital economy.?’
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Moreover, its strategic location makes it an important hub for global navies that seek to combat
piracy off the Horn of Africa, in the Red Sea, and in the Gulf of Aden.*® Since Djibouti neighbors Somalia,
whose pirates threaten shipping in the Horn of Africa, as well as belligerent Eritrea and Ethiopia, and with
war-torn Yemen on the opposite bank of the Bab al-Mandeb Strait, China, like the United States (U.S.) and
Western Europe, is established in this region and in this country with its points of military support to
maintain political stability and to repel growing threats.”

For these and other reasons, an African country with an area of only 23.200 km? and with a
population of 900.000 people for a decade and a half has turned from an unknown piece of desert land into
a place where the interests of the strongest states in the world intersect.’

Djibouti as an Important Hub for Global Navies

Just a few years ago, it seemed unbelievable for Djibouti to occupy an important place on the Beijing
security agenda, especially because of Beijing’s strategy of non-interference in the affairs of other states
and the lack of desire to establish a permanent military presence abroad.” Chinese warships only
occasionally visited Djibouti to resupply during their anti-piracy raids in waters around Somalia, where they
had serious difficulties in deploying ships to provide them with the necessary material resources and crew
rest during such missions.** Since 2009, the People’s Liberation Army-Navy (PLA-N) has taken part in anti-
piracy patrols inthe Gulf of Aden, and they were able to do it withouta base inthe region, capable
of adequately supplying their admittedly limited forces.” From 2008-2015, China sent 21 escort fleet,
more than 60 ships and vessels to the Gulf of Aden waters off Somalia escorting.”® By the 2015, China had
50 ships docked in the port of Djibouti.”’

However, the PRC is not the only one showing interest in this place on the map. The port of Djibouti
hosts the operations management of an anti-Somali pirate operation involving the U.S., Great Britain,
France, Germany and Spain. In addition, there are Qatari military personnel in the country. After the
military conflict of Djibouti with Eritrea in 2008, a contingent of peacekeepers from the ME was deployed
on the border disputed territory.” It should be noted that on the territory of the American military base
known as Camp Lemonnier, a routine training of the American military contingent is taking place, while
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joint exercises with partners from France, Germany, Italy, Japan and other countries are held at a rented
training ground.”

A long-term partner for Washington and NATO, the Djibouti is presently home to US, Italian,
Japanese and Pakistani military facilities,’® where both the Doraleh Multipurpose Port and the country’s
only international airport are located.'® Djibouti - the only permanent American military installation in
Africa - is Washington’s most important African ally and since 2002, the US uses its base in Djibouti, Camp
Lemonnier with more than 4,000/4,500 troops deployed, to stage covert operations involving Remotely
Piloted Aircraft (RPA), Predator UAVs and helicopters in Yemen, Somalia, and other nearby regions. The
base is the principal hub for wider US counterterrorism campaigns throughout the region.'® In 2014,
Djibouti signed a 10-year, US $ 630 million lease of the 100-acre Camp Lemonnier with the US It earns over

US $ 60/63 million annually from the US.'%

Since gaining independence in 1977, Djibouti has retained a significant, albeit declining military
presence of 1,450 French personnel (France pays US $ 36 million a year to rent its base).' Italy pays US $
2.6 million a year to rent its base with 90 personnel.’® In January 2017, Saudi Arabia signed an agreement
with Djibouti on the deployment of its base in this country.'®® Shortly after, Japan established its first
overseas property at its 30-acre outpost in Djibouti (US $ 30 million a year to rent its base) under 200
personnel from its Maritime Self-Defense Forces for counter-piracy operations in 2011'%’, China took the
opportunity to expand its presence.'®The Djibouti President Guelleh, who pursues a multi-vector policy
and benefits from the country's geographical position, and who saw his country's future as a global hub for
commercial transportation and wanted to turn his country into Singapore, supported China’s right to
protect its interests, like others.'® Officially, China, like Japan, does not call its stronghold in Djibouti a
military base.'*°

China’s PLA First Outpost Overseas

In 2013, a study report prepared by the National Defense University (NDU) of the Chinese People's
Liberation Army (PLA) and submitted to China's Central Military Commission (CMC), chaired by President Xi

Jinping, proposed building a Chinese military base in Djibouti.'*! But uncertainties remained where the base
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would be located, to the north in Obock along the northern coast of the Gulf of Tadjoura or at the port of
Doraleh to the west of Djibouti City.112 In November 2015, China publicly confirmed that it would establish
a facility in Djibouti. In late January 2016, the two sides “reached consensus” on the terms under which the
facilities would be built."*® On November 26, 2015, the Chinese government signed a 10-year agreement
with I0G’s Djibouti to set up a navy base to serve as a logistics hub for the PLA-N ships engaged in anti-
piracy operations off the coast of Yemen.'** China’s agreement with Djibouti allows for the presence of up
to 10,000 Chinese troops through 2026.'" The base would cost some US $ 100 million a year.'*

On July 11, 2017, the PLAN’s deployed ships from the South Sea Fleet to officially open the military
base in Djibouti'’’, and on August 1 of the same year, China’s PLA opened its first outpost overseas at the
Djibouti Multipurpose Port (DMP) in Doraleh to the west of the capital. It located 8 miles from the center of
Djibouti, and all bases of other NATO and Japanese powers are located near the international airport in the

south, less than 8-11 km."*®

It is worth to note that in 2012, Beijing decided to finance the construction realized by a Chinese
company, of a new terminal in DMP in Doraleh. At the same time, the China Merchant Holding
International - part of the state-owned shipping conglomerate China Merchant Group - bought a 23.5 %
share in the company that has owned and operated DMP since 2017 (the rest is controlled by the
Djiboutian government)."*® China Merchant Group - has announced it will provide a large share of a US $

590 million investment necessary to upgrade the DMP.**°

Although desert and volcanoes occupy 90 % of
the land of Djibouti, and the country is extremely short of natural resources, the team built the base in less
than a year, with communication facilities and logistics support facilities basically reaching the same

standards as in China.'*

In addition, the Djibouti-Addis Ababa railway is expanding to DMP. Built by the China Railway Group
Limited (known as CREC) and the China Civil Engineering Construction Corporation (CRCC), the Ethiopia-
Djibouti 752.7-km railway linking Addis Ababa, Ethiopian capital and Djibouti's port in Djibouti, is Africa's
first modern electrified railway.'”* The railway was inaugurated in October 2016 and has a designed hourly
speed of 120 km with a total investment of US $ 4 billion.'??
and by a loan from China’s Exim Bank and is expected to connect the landlocked country Ethiopia to the
maritime trade routes of the Gulf of Aden and the Red Sea."**

It was financed by the Ethiopian government

It completely replaces a long-defunct French
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line built in the early 20" century, and will reduce travel time between the two cities to 10 hours from the
two to three days it currently takes to navigate the congested potholed roads crossed by 1,500 trucks a

day.’ In fact, Djibouti is a window to Ethiopia that China cannot ignore.

After DP World of Dubai'*® lost control of the Djibouti Container Port (DCP) located near Doraleh, in
February 2018, Djibouti asked Pacific International Lines, a Singapore-based company that had established
a "strategic partnership" with Chinese traders, to expand DCP's operations. And, along with DMP and DCP,
in 2017, China Merchants began to build the Djiboutian International Free Trade Area (DIFTZ), where it
seeks to attract the logistics companies and big data companies (I1ZP, for example) involved in BRI.**’ This
Chinese-run zone with a turnover of US $ 1 billion covers an area of 4,800 hectares. The DIFTZ focuses on
logistics, export processing, financial support, manufacturing and duty-free merchandise.'*®

China provides nearly 40 % of funding for Djibouti’s large-scale infrastructure and investment
projects by 2018. The Import-Export Bank of China has loaned Djibouti nearly US $ 1 billion."* Another
notable investment is the Ethiopia-Djibouti Water Pipeline,”*° a bulk terminal (for potash) at Tadjourah, a salt
extraction plant at Lake Assal, water, gas, and oil pipelines, and a liquefaction plant.™*"

As for the Chinese naval outpost, it will be a combination of weapons and ammunition depots,
moorings for Chinese Navy ships and a helipad. There were technological buildings and sea containers at

132 When approaching the base from the water side,

the facility (some of them with Chinese flags).
coordination and overcoming of a number of protective fences and security posts are required. There are
several other defensive positions inside the base itself. When attacking the base, the Marines located there
will be involved. The base houses ZBD-09 armored infantry vehicles and ZTL-11 assault guns. They are

armed with a variety of automatic cannons, anti-tank missiles and large-caliber cannons.***

Although the PLA remained low-key and the training of its personnel remained unimpressive, in 2018
it completed the construction of a new pier, which is directly connected to its base, and will allow the large
ships of the PLA Navy to dock.”®* The length of the pier is such that the largest Chinese ships can moor
there, including aircraft carriers (with a pier length of 330 meters, the length of the same Liaoning aircraft
carrier is 304 meters), helicopter carriers and nuclear submarines. If necessary, it can easily accommodate
four of China's nuclear-powered submarines. But this is still relatively limited, so it seems natural that China
will seek to increase the piers. A new activity may point to a second embankment or a pier near the first.
Now, there periodically stop Chinese destroyers and frigates passing into the Mediterranean and operating
in the Horn of Africa.”®

The Port of Djibouti can accommodate vessels drawing up to 18 meters of water, including China’s
aircraft carrier or its largest forward-deploying warship, the Type 071 LPD. From Djibouti, China’s Shaanxi Y-
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8 class maritime patrol aircraft can cover most of the Arabian Peninsula and northern and central Africa
136

without refueling.

In September 2017, Chinese troops stationed at Doraleh base held their first exercises. The
maneuvers took place as part of the training of the Djibouti National Gendarmerie and were intended, as
noted in the official releases, to test practical combat readiness in conditions when military personnel and
police officers are faced with extreme heat and humidity - all ubiquitous in Djibouti, as well as in other parts
of Africa.’*’

The construction of a military base in Djibouti shows a symbolic or significant shift in China's foreign
security policy, and the signing and enactment of an agreement on access to armed forces in Djibouti will
help the PLAN to establish its roots in a vital region, ensuring sustainable and significant growth in the
China's naval activity."*®

The Djibouti Hub as a Point of Intersection for the

Development of the String of Pearls Strategy

In recent years, PRC has created one of the most powerful naval forces in the world, capable of not
only demonstrating its presence, but also acting as the main force, capable of hitting targets inside the
country, conducting large ambitious landing operations, etc. For the Chinese, long-distance trips from a few
months to half a year have become commonplace, as they create a completely new generation of sailors,
spending their lives at sea and undergoing very expensive preparation.”*® Chinese President Xi Jinping
recently announced its intention to establish in 2020 the structure of the United/Joint Operational
Command as part of a large-scale reform of the armed forces of the country aimed at increasing its ability
to conduct operations abroad.™*

The establishment of a base in Djibouti is a clear indication that China is becoming a full-fledged
maritime power along with France and Great Britain, if not to speak of the US or Russia. In the surface fleet,
especially in the area of landing ships, the Chinese are not only ahead of modern Russia, but even superior
in power to the Soviet Union in the mid-1980s. The Chinese navy has shown signs of increased activity, and
its surface and submarine fleets are increasingly showing their presence across the ocean, from Latin
America and Africa to the Black and Baltic Seas, gradually turning into a real ocean fleet.'*!

The fact is that in China’s growing global military engagement policy, stretching from the South China
Sea to East Africa, and in spreading its power throughout the world,*** China needs a strong navy and naval
bases like Djibouti, which will allow Beijing to concentrate significant naval forces—above all, the PLAN—in
the strategically important areas of the Indo-Pacific region (IPR) and to secure its interests abroad, including
via the use of its armed forces, and also could be a harbinger of further arrival in the region.’*
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However, in order to distinguish China’s actions from those of the “Western and Japanese
imperialists”, Chinese military thinkers adopted a special term: “strategic strong point”, which has different
meanings depending on the context used. In some cases, it refers to a quasi-alliance relationship, in other
cases it is used in the context of foreign ports. The 2013 Science of military strategy describes them as
places that "provide support for overseas military operations or act as a forward base for the deployment
of military forces overseas". PLAN's new facility in Djibouti has been named China's first “overseas strategic
strong point”. Chinese experts state that China’s strategic strong points offer benefits to host states and
provide them with public security goods. Moreover, these facilities will not be used for offensive
operations, as is the case with foreign bases of other states.'**

In this context, Beijing’s MSR strategy is of great interest, which focuses on creating Chinese
strongholds or “naval posts” with military or geopolitical influence along the Indian Ocean littoral, in the
Persian Gulf and the Mediterranean Sea, called a “String of Pearls” - similar to the “Dual Use Logistics
Facility” ™ In 2004, the US defense contractor Booz Allen Hamilton (BAH) coined the term “String of
Pearls” in a report submitted to the Office of Net Assessment at the US Department of Defense to describe
China’s strategy in the waters stretching south of the Eurasian continent. While the report, “Energy Futures
in Asia”, is not publicly available, those with access have consistently cited one line: China is building
strategic relationships along the sea lanes from the ME to the South China Sea in ways that suggest
defensive and offensive positioning to protect China’s energy interests, but also to serve broad security
objectives.’*

The point is that in recent years, Beijing has been making efforts to create its maritime infrastructure
in the Indian Ocean by building ports and other infrastructures in less developed countries. Such initiatives
are implemented in the form of financing offshore projects through grants, long-term soft loans and other
concessions. Pakistan first struck a deal to develop the port of Gwadar, which is of great strategic
importance to China, and then followed by the southern port of Hambantota Colombo in Sri Lanka, a
number of East African ports and a couple of terminals in Bangladesh (Chittagong) and Myanmar (Sittwe),
etc."”’

Actually, Chinese ambitions extended to Pakistan, Sri Lanka and Myanmar in the northern Indian
Ocean; Djibouti, Yemen, Oman, Kenya, Tanzania and Mozambique in the western Indian Ocean; and
Seychelles and Madagascar in the central South Indian Ocean. According to Beijing, these bases together
would frame China’s three strategic lines for “maintaining the safety of international maritime routes” and,
ultimately “world stability”.**®

Although the String of Pearls strategy, which extends throughout the IOR and ends in Djibouti, is
primarily aimed at connecting the Horn of Africa with the IOR and the South China Sea, the Djibouti hub is
likely to become a point of intersection of the future development of the String of Pearls and will ensure
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the development of this strategy in the Mediterranean Sea (via the Suez Canal) and further south along the
African east coast reaching South Africa.**®

As part of the String of Pearls strategy, China seeks to create port bases - strategic pearls along the
string - i.e. key nodes connecting critical Sea Lines of Communication (SLOC), in order to project power and
safeguard Chinese oil imports, as well as developing infrastructures (railway lines) that will facilitate the
transportation of energy resources to mainland China.™° Strategic strong points will protect SLOCs - China's
"lifelines" that run from the mainland through the South China Sea and through the Malacca Strait to the
Indian Ocean with two main Bab-el-Mandeb and Hormuz straits at the end. In fact, MSR connects ports of
many countries along this route as part of the String of Pearls strategy, and the end of this "lifeline" is a
strategic anchor in Djibouti - the PLAN's first support base.™" The main task of creating a military base in
Djibouti, Beijing poses the need to ensure the safety of the sea NSR (in particular, from Somali pirates off
the African coast), which will pass from Quanzhou through Guangzhou, Beihai and Haikou to the Strait of
Malacca with a stop in Kuala Lumpur crosses the Indian Ocean with stops in Calcutta (India), Colombo (Sri
Lanka) and a transit stop in the Maldives, and then reaches Nairobi (Kenya). The route will pass through the
Red Sea with a stop in Djibouti, and through the Suez Canal will allow to reach Athens (Greece) and Venice
(Italy), where it will join the EBSR, which will run from China through CA and the Caucasus. "

The String of Pearls strategy also allows China to deploy its security and intelligence forces
throughout the Indian Ocean region (IOR).™ Strategic strong points enable China to stabilize and control
situations before they become crises, as well as serve as a pooling function for various intelligence sources
to provide visualized real-time information support for PLAN operations overseas. This system will support

% The base in

PLAN's defensive strategy in its strategic strongholds, sea lanes and core areas of interest.
the port of Djibouti will also provide an airport to China and will improve the country's intelligence
gathering capabilities in the Arabian Peninsula, Egypt, Libya and Central Africa and other places.”>® The
location of the installation in Djibouti also makes strategic sense, since Obock is an eavesdropping device
from the only brick and mortar complex in the U.S. on the African continent, from where Washington

launches its drones at Al-Shabaab and Al-Qaeda targets."*®

With the establishment of the Djibouti logistics base, the Chinese escort fleet crew will not only be
able to land and rest regularly, but transportation and supplies should not rely entirely on domestic
delivery. Some of the supplies can even be airlifted, which can greatly improve the quality of life of the
officers and soldiers sent out.’” Thus, overseas strategic strongholds by effectively shortening the
replenishment intervals can support the long-range capabilities of the armed forces and will be the next
step in creating an "overseas support system" to support escort operations in larger missions in wider

areas, especially near crisis regions, and situations.*®
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The military base will also allow China to provide a protection shield for its citizens in Djibouti and the

greater Horn of Africa region, which it cannot do now in other parts of Africa.”*®

The evacuation operation
during the Libyan crisis in 2011 is a case in point, illustrating that measures to safeguard overseas interests
require substantial diplomatic manoeuvres, and sometimes intensive cooperation from other states in
affairs that China has traditionally perceived as strictly internal.’® In April 2015, the Chinese Navy

evacuated 50-plus nationals from strife-torn Yemen.***

Of course, the creation of the piece of maritime military infrastructure in Middle East and North
Africa (MENA) assists the Chinese Navy in fulfilling its international obligations, first and foremost, its
peacekeeping missions under the auspices of the United Nations (UN).*** China became the second-largest
contributor (10.2 %) to the UN peacekeeping budget 2016-2018, only next to the United States. Beijing set
up a permanent peacekeeping police squad and built a peacekeeping standby force of 8,000 troops, as well

as train 2,000 foreign peacekeepers and carry out 10 mine-sweeping assistance programs.®®

China is involved not only in various peacekeeping activities, but also helps in the training of the
African armed forces. Xi Jinping in 2015 pledged to allocate about US $ 60 million for the formation of the
African Standing Forces. There are over 1 million Chinese citizens on the African continent.*® Since 1990,
over 30,000 Chinese peacekeepers have served overseas on more than 20 UN peacekeeping missions.
More than 2,400 Chinese peacekeepers are operating in seven African task areas including Mali, Liberia and

165

the Democratic Republic of the Congo.™ China also has experience in peacekeeping missions, such as in

South Sudan in 2015.°

China intends of stationing 1,000 troops in Djibouti, mostly veterans from the contingents that
participated in past UN peacekeeping operations.'®’ From Djibouti, the PLA can not only more quickly send
peacekeepers to various United Nations missions in MENA, in which China participates; better protect
Chinese interests and citizens at risk in MENA, and even help secure the BRI.®

Thus, the Chinese base in Djibouti can be not just a military outpost, but also a training experiment
for future bases on the continent, especially in the fight against piracy and terrorism in places like the Horn
of Africa."® In fact, the naval base in Djibouti, which represents the "first pearl of a necklace" that unfolds
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along the sea route connecting China to the MENA, should be seen as a step, albeit modest, in a longer and
more significant path towards realizing China's national, global and military aspirations.'”

The New Global and Maritime Ambitions of Traditionally Continental Power and the Noninterference
Principle

Although China has always been consistent in its rhetorical support for noninterference, in recent
years, a policy debate has emerged regarding the principle’s sustainability. Furthermore, normative
developments in the international system continue to challenge the traditional primacy of state
sovereignty. Meanwhile, China’s embrace of economic globalization entails protecting its expanding webs
of overseas interests, which often calls for a more engaging and proactive foreign policy than the strict
form of non-interference would normally allow.*”*

Beijing’s initial justification for opening the PLA base was its participation in 2008 in the fight against
pirate attacks on civilian ships off the coast of Somalia, which contradicted a long-held policy condemning
the creation of such facilities by the great and “imperialist” powers."”> The Chinese did not officially call
their strongholds military bases, claiming that they do not have military bases abroad. But de facto they
negotiate with the governments of these countries on the calls of their ships for maintenance and
replenishment.'”

After the opening of the Djibouti base, while foreign media call the new facility of Djibouti a
“military” base, China avoids using overt military terminology to describe the base, “preferring instead to
use the terms ‘support facilities’ or ‘logistical facilities’”, which “will ensure China’s performance of
missions, such as escorting, peace-keeping, humanitarian aid and search-and-rescue humanitarian
operations in Africa and West Asia.'’* China maintains that the base is primarily for non-military activities
and that “the Djibouti base has nothing to do with an arms race or military expansion, and China has no
intention of turning the logistics center into a military foothold”. In addition to its basic supporting role, the
Djibouti base will also perform other functions including:

> “military cooperation,

jJoint exercises,

evacuating and protecting overseas Chinese and emergency rescue,
jointly maintaining security of international strategic seaways,
intelligence collection,

non-combat evacuation operations,

YV VVYVYVY

peacekeeping operation support, and counterterrorism.*”

In fact, presented as a logistical support, and not a full-fledged naval base (from 1000 to 2000
people), the PLA's presence in this strategic location is changing the situation not only in this part of the
world, but also around the world. And China's growing military presence in Djibouti clearly underlines the
new global and especially maritime ambitions of this traditionally continental power.'”®
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However, despite the obvious benefits for Djibouti, which will receive many benefits from the
Chinese project, namely: large investments, the development of transport infrastructure, services,
production, etc., the PRC, realizing its national interests in one of the key countries at MSR, will receive
several times more benefits.'’”” Thanks to its large infrastructure projects, China today holds the lion's share
of Djibouti's external debt: 77 % of its GDP (US $ 1.4 billion) of a total of 88 % of GDP at the end of 2018. It
is obvious that Djibouti also cannot pay off interests (10 % of GDP in 2018), as well as the bulk of this debt
in the next few years. Extending China's term to pay off its loans will not solve the problem, because most
Chinese projects in Djibouti lose money: train, DIFTZ, and even DMP, whose income cannot go to China
Merchants. But largely indebted to China, it will have to make concessions that will strengthen China's
influence in that country.'’® It is not surprising that Djibouti was in the top five most indebted countries
along with Kyrgyzstan, Tonga, the Maldives and the Republic of Congo."”®

It is also less convincing that Beijing's interest in installing a base in Djibouti may lie in ensuring
energy security, since, despite their overall strategic importance as intensive sea routes, the waters of the
Red Sea and the Bab el-Mandeb Strait, through which, according to 2013 data only 4 % of imported natural
gas passes to China, and 3% of oil imports, are significantly behind the Strait of Hormuz and Malacca in
terms of their importance for the safety of energy imports from China. 18 % of China's natural gas imports
and 43 % of crude oil imports pass through the Strait of Hormuz, while Malacca is a transit route for 30 % of
China's natural gas imports and 82 % of China's crude oil."® But a deeper agenda includes China’s oil
interests and its arms market, on a wider scale, Africa’s huge share. Chinese companies are investing
heavily in the extraction of huge resources of the continent, the creation of infrastructure and production.
The participation of tens of thousands of Chinese firms in various projects in Africa raises accusations that
China is the “largest colonizer” of our time, and concerns about China's dominance and control over the
economies of some African countries are growing.181

It should also be noted that the Djibouti base was constructed within the context of allowing China to
create their base over the US’ objections.182 The rise of the Chinese fleet, its intentions to build an ocean-
going fleet and overseas bases, in particular a base in Djibouti, cannot but worry the US, formerly the
world's only maritime superpower, and may lead to a deterioration in relations between the PRC and the
US, forcing the latter to work to strengthen the concept of containing Beijing.'®* Naturally, the US would
not want Chinese military aircraft, including unmanned aerial vehicles, to fly near American facilities.'®*

Sensitive to national security concerns, Washington actively protested the 2014 security and defense
agreement between Djibouti and Beijing, and agreed to double the rent it paid for Lemonnier, hoping to
keep President Guelleh on his side, accused by political opponents of intent to run for a fourth presidential
term. On the eve of the May visit of US Secretary of State John Kerry, US lawmakers even sent a letter
calling for Guelleh's double standards of Washington, as well as its long-standing human rights violations
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and autocratic tendencies.'®® Washington feared that if they got too close to China, Guelleh might be

tempted to impose restrictions on US access to the base, which would seriously affect Western efforts to
gather information on the Islamic State and Qaeda.'®

Moreover, the US took note of Chinese operations in the western Indian Ocean, in 2015 for the first
time confirming the deployment of Shang and Song-class nuclear submarines. The emergence of
submarines in Obock could mean that China will view the Djibouti base as a naval base designed to fully
support PLAN's expansion into Western Asia and beyond. The point is that nuclear submarines armed with
YJ-18 supersonic anti-ship missiles typically aren’t necessary for humanitarian assistance or anti-piracy
missions.™®’

Some commentators have suggested that Beijing may seek to "curb Western influence" in Africa and
the Middle East with plans to open a Chinese military facility in Djibouti. It is believed that China's
diplomatic efforts to create a naval logistics center for patrol boats in Djibouti demonstrate that "Beijing is
in Africa for a long time" and that it can ultimately play the role of "removing Western influence in the
region and providing access to the continent's vast mineral resources". Russian experts suggest the base is
more than a sign that China is poised to become a great maritime power."*®

India as well may continue to be wary of Beijing’s growing presence in the Indian Ocean under the
B&R framework.'® Djibouti's position on the northwestern edge of the Indian Ocean has fueled worries in
India that it would become another of China's String of Pearls of military alliances and assets encircling
India, which include Bangladesh, Myanmar and Sri Lanka."®® Indian analysts and observers have long-feared
that China’s investment in civilian ports in the region is leading up to a sudden proliferation of dual-use or
military facilities in the IOR.*! They believe that, thanks to the MSR initiative, Beijing aims to make China
the center of the new order in Asia and the IOR by establishing control over many coastal states at strategic
locations and choke points. Thus, China not only seeks strategic penetration into such small states, which
are becoming vulnerable to Chinese proposals, but also creates an image of a strong but benevolent power,
withering soft power under covert long-term strategic goals. Perhaps it's no coincidence that when
concerns in some Asian capitals about China’s geopolitical aims developed, Beijing quickly rebranded the
String of Pearls as the MSR initiative.™

However, on the other side, NATO, Chinese and Japanese are making serious efforts to show that
there is no ground for conflict in Djibouti between them, and each is busy with his own business. To this
end, in October, 2018, the European Union's Joint Anti-Piracy Task Force in Djibouti and the PRC Navy held
a joint exercise to coordinate the practical suppression of pirate attacks. Meanwhile, this cannot hide the
fact that the Western powers are concerned about the expansion of China's presence outside the base, and

if China seizes control of the Doraleh commercial port, "the consequences could be significant".**®
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Conclusion

The construction of a Chinese military base in Djibouti more than clearly demonstrates Beijing's
intentions to expand its sphere of influence not only in the Indian Ocean, but also far beyond its borders.
With the growth of global interests, growing geopolitical ambitions and manifestation of activity in matters
of international security, China is transforming from a purely continental state into a global oceanic power,
capable, if necessary, of defending its ever-growing interests in the world militarily.

China is promoting a "new concept of regional security" in the Indo-Pacific region, and establishing its
military bases overseas, aimed at cooperating to protect interests without creating alliances, and to ensure
the security of its global projects such as the BRI. It is believed that China is creating new military bases on
the African continent and thereby increasing its potential as a deterrent, posing a threat to strategically
important economic routes and corridors of the likely transfer of reinforcements. Strengthening the
international potential of the PLA of China enables Beijing to not only effectively monitor the actions of
potential adversaries, but also force them to spend more resources, taking into account many options for
the development of events. The impression is that Chinese leaders are increasingly looking for
opportunities to use their growing economic, diplomatic and military power to ensure their regional
superiority and expand international influence, betting on a "new type of relationship with the leading
powers" and wanting to build their interaction with them as an "almost equal "player.

Building a military base in Djibouti is a logical step for China, reflecting the ongoing development of
its economic and military strategy. And although China, emphasizing its "anti-imperialist" policy, announced
its refusal to create its own military formations beyond national borders, the rapid economic growth and
development of the country's economic interests require a revision of the established principles. Thus, the
establishment of a base in Djibouti can be seen as one of the results of China's changing military strategy
and China's growing ambitions to balance its military and economic power.
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China’s Soft Power Policy in the Middle East and North Africa
Aghavni Harutyunyan

Abstract. Until the 1980s, the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) was a relatively low
priority for Beijing. Sino-Middle Eastern cultural exchanges and diplomatic contacts were relatively
rare, personal and institutional relationships were small, and China’s ability to project hard or soft power
was limited. But with the boom in Chinese economy and its growing influence in the world order, with
an active multi-vector policy aimed at increasing the effectiveness of its soft power, China managed to

improve its perception of the countries abroad, including the ones in the MENA region.

Keywords. China, Middle East (ME), soft power, foreign aid and investment as a tool of soft

power, combination of soft and hard power, One Belt, One Road, mediation diplomacy.
Introduction

China’s rapid economic growth, military modernization and rising energy demand in recent
years have led many to talk about the “Chinese threat”, since China’s growth has been viewed in the
west with uncertainty, anxiety and suspicion. In order to counter the international perception of the
looming “Chinese threat”, Beijing proclaimed several “big ideas”, including “Peaceful Rise”, “Peaceful
Development” and “Harmonious Society” as China’s metanarrative of its rise. Moreover, to project the
influence of soft power on the international environment and to shape a positive image, Beijing used
public diplomacy trying to transform China’s rise from a hard rise to a soft rise. The notion of “Beijing
Consensus” became the most vivid reflection of China’s modern experience in creating an effective

ideological product combining elements of “soft” and “hard” power (Harutyunyan 2017: 5-6).

The “Beijing Consensus” or China Economic Development Model also serves as a means of
rapprochement with MENA. This model became more popular and attractive mainly among the
authoritarian or semi-authoritarian countries of the MENA against the background of the “Washington
Consensus” defined by western economic ideals of the free market and supported by the dominant
United States (US) institutions such as the International Monetary Fund (IMf) and the world Bank.
although the Middle Eastern regimes were largely unable to ensure state capacity, industrialization, and
the institutional structures necessary to achieve success, like the China Model, Beijing’s economic
alternative is likely to remain China’s soft power source to enhance its impact in the MENA region (lyall
2019). and Chinese economic, political and military assistance to the MENA countries could help
emulate the China Model among them (Huwaidin 2018: 67). The fact that China has never been an
occupying power in its modern history was another positive factor for rapprochement with the

countries of the region, who view the Asian giant as a country without colonial ambitions. China
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skillfully uses these comparative advantages, although it has not yet developed a concept or policy to

transform the region (Calabrese 2005: 3).
Chinese Investment, Foreign Aid and Humanitarian Contacts as a Soft Power Tool

The economic direction plays an important role in the Chinese strategy of soft power and is
realized mainly due to investment attractiveness, which, unlike the west, does not impose requirements
on human rights, transparency or sustainability. Investments are an important tool to ensure a national
economy with resources and markets (Harutyunyan 2018: 186). They aim to improve China’s world
position, as the country’s prosperity increasingly depends on road, sea and air links with the rest of the
world (Molawi, 2018). To facilitate the direction of energy resources in the world’s fastest growing
economy, the Chinese government, following the tactic of “not offending anyone” in the region, uses its
soft power to promote China’s long- term economic interests and creates favorable conditions for the
interests of Chinese business (Mao 2007: 113). It is worth to note that while adhering to the principle of
non-interference in the internal affairs of other countries, Chinese foreign aid and investment in
developing countries are provided on one condition: adopting the “one China” policy and recognizing

Taiwan as part of China’s sovereign territory (Harutyunyan 2018: 186).

However, in the MENA countries that receive Chinese aid and investment, there are problems
associated with high levels of corruption, weak institutional capacity, and the likelihood of default by
the recipient countries on debt with strategic and political consequences (Almeida 2018). There are also
a number of legal problems related to serious differences in the system of employment, tax and financial
law, security in the legislation of most countries in the MENA, as well as suspicions of Chinese experts
in the judicial systems of the MENA countries about their possible control by “external forces,” which

can significantly complicate legal issues (Glazunov & Savchenko 2018: 4).

However, Beijing believes that thanks to substantial investments in capital, personnel and
technology, Chinese enterprises in MENA could play an important role in maintaining and modernizing
the regional economy and promoting social stability in an often-conflicting region (Xinhua,
english.news.cn 2016). Beijing is confident that any solution to hot spots and political issues, especially
in the Arab countries, depends on economic growth and improving people’s lives through national
development and economic recovery, that is, security through development. Chinese experts find that
this approach to MENA is different from the west, which mainly cared about political interests and

security issues, while China is focused only on economy and trade (Fulton 2018).

China’s soft power policy in the MENA is implemented also through the allocation of foreign aid
and the strengthening of humanitarian contacts (Deutsche Welle 2018). China was one of the first
countries to provide humanitarian aid to Egypt, Tunisia (US$ 5 million), Syria and Libya during the Arab
Spring events (Yao 2012: 18). In July 2018, Beijing pledged US$ 20 billion in loans to Arab countries and
over US$ 100 million in financial aid to countries most in need, including Lebanon, Jordan, Palestine,
Syria and Yemen (Almeida 2018; Reuters 2017). In total, the Chinese authorities have allocated a credit
line in the amount of US$ 20 billion to restore the economies affected by the conflicts of Arab countries
(EA Daily 2018; Alexeeva 2018; Interfax 2018). as part of its aid programme in Arab countries, China has
sent nearly 2,000 medical workers to Yemen in the past 40 years to implement health projects in the

impoverished countries (al Tamimi 2017).



One Belt, One Road as a Means of China’s Soft Power in MENA

One of the main tools of China’s soft power in the MENA has become the Chinese
geopolitical and geo-economic project OBOR or BRI'*4, which consists of land and sea routes - SREB and
MSR. The MENA is important for the project because of its strategic location at the intersection of land
and sea roads, as it connects Asia, Africa and Europe and links three of the most important economic
maritime regions: the South China Sea, the Persian Gulf and the Mediterranean Sea (Matar 2018). The
MENA is of strategic importance for BRI as it provides security of energy supplies to China through the
Indian Ocean and the Malacca Strait, and is the only sea route and narrow bridge for access to ME,
Africa and Europe that can be blocked in wartime (BBC 2015). ports are vital links for China’s land and
sea trade routes, spanning the Indian and pacific Oceans. The China-run Gwadar port in Pakistan
reduces distances between East African and Persian Gulf ports to western China by more than four times
the distance between Eastern China and these regions via the Malacca Strait and Indonesia (Zenn 2015:
10).

It should be noted that BRI, called “the most significant and far-reaching initiative that China
has ever put forward” is dramatically expanding Chinese interests (Fulton 2019: 1) and providing China
with unprecedented means of influencing regional processes. It boosted Beijing’s interests in the MENA
by significantly expanding China’s share in regional stability. at the same time, Beijing is replacing its
polemic tone against the US with a spirit of cooperation and can use the OBOR-related means to foster
dialogue (Evron 2017).

Combination of “Soft” and “Hard” Power to Counter Some Challenges and Threats

As it is known, China rejects the “spheres of influence” mentality, but when Chinese interests
are threatened, in order to increase the effectiveness of the soft power strategy, to protect its commercial
interests and confront some security challenges and threats (Islamic radicalism, piracy, transnational
crime, etc.), China sometimes applies measures using a combination of “soft” and “hard” powers
(Glazunov & Savchenko 2018: 4). Beijing even passed a law in December 2015, allowing the Chinese
army to conduct anti-terrorist operations outside the borders of China, with the consent of the country
in which the operations will be conducted. This law gives China the opportunity to play a larger role in
the fight against the Islamic state or any other organization that is detrimental to international stability,
and not just to provide troops to the united Nation’s peacekeeping force (Yellinek 2016: 3). Since China
has limited resources of hard power, due to the fact that the country is not part of military alliances and
did not have a military presence in the MENA, Beijing is trying to expand its influence creating new

military bases in Africa and in ME and is actively developing the naval forces (Mao 2007: 124).

China’s permanent military presence abroad, which is taking three main forms: escort fleet in

the Gulf of Aden; Navy technical service stops and peacekeeping forces in the ME (Sun 2015), will help

194 “One Belt - One Road” (OBOR or BRI/B&R) or New Silk Road (NSR) is the abbreviated name
of the double concept of the Economic Belt of the Silk Road (SREB) and the Maritime Silk Road
(MSR) of the 21% century, about which the president of the people’s Republic of China (PRC) Xi
Jinping spoke for the first time in 2013.



China increase the frequency of people’s liberation army (PLA) operations in the region and multiply
the number of Chinese ships passing through the waters of the Horn of Africa and the Arabian
Peninsula (panda 2015). Chinese companies have gained a significant presence or control in ports along
the Indo-pacific Sea Route through the so-called “pearl string” that connects the Strait of Malacca with
the Suez Canal and the Mediterranean (linden 2018: 4).

However, the long-term Chinese military presence in Djibouti, Gwadar and other ports of the
Arabian Sea and the Indian Ocean, which can also serve as stops for the expansion of the Navy of the
PLA, create problems for Delhi, Washington and other regional powers. The US is concerned about
China’s growing global military presence, while India is concerned about China’s ability to project its

power in the Indian Ocean without hindrance (Panda 2015; Molavi 2018).

China’s Soft Power as Mediation Diplomacy in the Region

Another pillar of China’s soft power politics is mediation diplomacy, where Beijing positions
itself as a mediator and peacemaker of managing conflicts, crises and other security events in the MENA
region (in Afghanistan, Syria, Sudan, Yemen, Iran and the Israeli-Palestinian peace process) (Mordechai
2018). China expressed its desire to join the four-party Center for the Exchange of Security Information
between Iran, Russia, Iraq and Syria, established in 2015 in Baghdad (Dialog Tsivilizatsiy 2019). China’s
Middle East foundation for peace and Development (MEFPD) in cooperation with the China-Arab
Exchange association launched in December 2015 the ME peace forum to promote peacemaking efforts
in the turmoil-stricken region and to enhance methods of resolving ME issues and pushing for the

development in the region (Xinhua, China.org.cn, 16.05.2016).

However, China still sees itself as the second-tier actor, and not as one of the main external
powers affecting the developments in the MENA. Beijing has tried to balance the geopolitics of the
MENA carefully, accommodating but restraining the US and European union’s agenda on issues such as
Iran, and backing the Russian stance on issues such as Syria while attempting to portray itself as the
more moderate, balanced party in its backing for the Syrian government (Dominguez & Juan 2015).
Chinese diplomats played a key role in the P5 + 1 negotiations on Iran’s nuclear program and in
brokering the Joint Comprehensive plan of action (JCPA). China seeks to mediate in the Syrian and
Palestinian conflicts, by hosting opposing parties in Beijing and engaging in pre-summit peace talks
(Hornschild 2016: 2). with regard to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, China made a proposal in 2013, and
in 2014, China put forward a five-point proposal to end the armed conflict in Gaza. In 2012, China came
up with a four-point proposal to end the Syrian civil war (Evron 2017). Beijing proposed during a visit in
mid-July 2017 by Palestinian authority Chairman Mahmoud Abbas to establish a “China-Palestine-Israel
tripartite dialogue mechanism” (South China Morning post 2017).

Ultimately, it can be assumed that in the near future a gradual abandonment of its cautious
position focused on protecting long-term access to the MENA may lead Beijing to take a strategic
decision to play a more decisive role in resolving regional disputes or to insist that no regional problem is

resolved without the participation of China.



China’s Cultural Diplomacy in the MENA

Another influential tool of China’s soft power policy in the ME is cultural diplomacy, through
the active use of which Beijing intends to foster goodwill and friendship, as well as develop inter-
civilizational harmony and mutual understanding (Mao 2007: 123). Beijing pays more attention to
teaching Chinese in the MENA by creating dozens of Confucius Institutes, trying to educate a
generation of Arabs better attributed to the Chinese state, who understand the country, appreciate the
spirit of its language and help build bridges between China and the Arab world. apart from the
Confucius centers, Beijing is working on setting up and expanding Chinese language departments at
various universities (al Tamimi 2017), funding Chinese cultural institutions, sponsoring several Chinese
Cultural weeks, Chinese Movie weeks, and exhibitions of Chinese arts and history in the MENA
countries. In 2001, a non-governmental Sino-Arab friendship association was established, headed by a
Chinese Muslim and the deputy director of the standing committee of the National People’s Congress, to
encourage friendly activities and cultural understanding (Mao 2007: 123). China has also stepped up its
efforts to reach Arab audiences with an Arabic version of the monthly magazine “China Today”, which
has a regional office in Cairo (Alterman 2009: 74). Many conferences related to Arab countries have
been held in cities across China for a few years now, and dozens of Arab researchers and academics are

invited to attend (al Tamimi 2017).
Conclusion

Thanks to the strategy of soft power, China has achieved tangible political and economic success
in this complex region of MENA with minimal resources, especially without interfering in internal
affairs and conflicts. This is due to the fact that the Middle kingdom interacts with MENA countries
without imposing ideological or political prerequisites, for example, in exchange for foreign aid or
investment. although it would be naive to think that China does this without any expectations of

reciprocity or without its own benefits.

As for mediation diplomacy, it makes China more visible and authoritative, which, in addition to
increasing its national and international prestige, helps to gain power and influence in the wider
transformation of the regional balance of power. It also promotes its own economic interests and
political influence in countries and regions where some of its strategic competitors were previously

dominant.

However, some observers, especially in the west, believe that China has “hidden agenda” behind
its soft power policy, arguing that China has become more active and ambitious in the MENA in a bid to
expand geopolitical reach. Despite Beijing’s denial of its intentions to fill the “vacuum” left by the
“rebalancing” of the US from the MENA to the Asia-pacific region, the new choice offered by China’s
OBOR is tacitly understood as an alternative to the “old choice” of reliance on the US. The scale of the
BRI and the reduction of the active US military presence in the region means that Beijing “will be
forced” to increase its economic and security presence in the MENA. and looking to the future, there are
a number of factors that will complicate the future paradigm of non-intervention in the context of
China’s presence. Thus, until the hard power of China is fully formed, China will continue to fight for
influence through soft power policies and public diplomacy in the form of foreign aid and investment,

cultural and educational exchanges, and encouraging dialogue between people.
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Diplomatic relations between Republic of Turkey (RT) and People’s Republic of China
(PRC) were established in 4 August 1971, against the background of "detente"” in relations between
the Soviet Union and the United States (U.S.). However, exchanges between the two countries were
expanded only from the 1980s (65, P. 12), began to improve rapidly from the beginning of the
1990s (66, P. 5) and full-scale revitalization of Turkish-Chinese relations occurred only during the
rule of the Justice and Development Party (AKP) in Turkey, which came to power in 2002 (7, C.
71). In recent decades, Turkish-Chinese trade and economic relations from the directions of
Turkey’s multi-vector foreign and Asian-Pacific policy have been the most successful (61, P. 1; 20,
P. 2).

An important event strengthening relations between the two countries was the Joint
declaration on Establishing Strategic Relationship of Cooperation of 2010, where both sides
identified themselves as “emerging developing countries” (64, P. 205). Sino-Turkish strategic
cooperation was also strengthened by President Erdogan’s state visit to China on July 29-30, 2015
and his participation in the Fifth Summit of the Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building
Measures in Asia (CICA) in Beijing on June 15, 2019 (39). The enthusiasm for expanding
cooperation with China, in a sense, is also explained by the fact that many young and ambitious
Turkish bureaucrats, conducting their master's or doctoral studies in China, and a new group of
qualified bureaucrats who have appeared in the influential ministries of Turkey, see huge potential
for cooperation between two countries (40).

Relations have also taken on a military character over the last decade, as Turkey pursued a
more autonomous foreign policy from the West and pushed for greater strategic maneuvering space
during the earlier months of Arab Spring movements (40). In 2013, Turkish Prime Minister Recep
Tayyip Erdogan, visiting St. Petersburg, repeated his request for Turkey to be admitted to the
Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) in order to “get rid of troubles” when trying to enter the
European Union (EU), while at the same time possibly approving Turkey’s entry into the Eurasian
Union (EAU) led by Russia (46).

However, if in the middle of 2015, anti-Chinese actions were held in China with the broad
support of the largest foreign Uyghur community, then after the deterioration of relations between
Russia and Turkey (as a result of an incident with a Russian Su-24 shot down by Turkey), Beijing
and Ankara began to strengthen relations by the end of the year, and Turkey even expressed its
readiness to fight the movements previously supported by it to create East Turkestan. In early July
2016, contacts between Turkey and China intensified, primarily in discussions on the construction
of railway communications within the Chinese New Silk Road initiative (NSRI) or Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI), including through the transport corridor with the participation of Uzbekistan,
Azerbaijan, Georgia, Turkey and Ukraine (2).

After the failed coup attempt in July, 2016 Erdogan has reiterated that RT shares more “common
values” with the Shanghai Five: China, Russia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and Tajikistan, and that SCO is
better — much more powerful than EU (47). Moreover, Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan said in
December 2016 that in its efforts to strengthen the falling lira, RT is taking steps to allow trade with Russia,
China and Iran in local currency (33).

Sentiment on Turkey's need to find new allies in Russia and China intensified after the U.S.
supported the Kurdish forces in conducting the Ragga operation in Syria and after holding the BRI
forum in May 2017 in Beijing (49, P. 84), where President Erdogan supported the Chinese initiative
to build the BRI, expressing Turkey’s readiness to take advantage of its unique geographical
location (31). After negotiations for membership in the EU were unsuccessful, Turkey began to
consider BRI as an alternative to the EU (49, P. 75).

Turkey as a Bridge and Transit Country for BRI
Originally announced in 2013 by Chinese President Xi Jinping with the goal of restoring the ancient Silk Road
linking Asia and Europe, the scope of the NSRI has expanded over time to include new territories and development



initiatives. This project, also called the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) or Belt and Road (B&R) or One Belt, One Road
(OBOR) envisages the construction of a large network of roads, railways, seaports, electric networks, oil and gas
pipelines, and related infrastructure projects (43, P. 143)."%°

Turkey is along the route of both land and sea branches of the BRI, and Ankara have signed several
agreements under the B&R project regarding the development of railway infrastructure, the use of ports and
the creation of roads (49, P. 81). Turkey’s geo-strategic position makes Turkey a leading energy corridor and
a transit centre for the main oil and natural gas producers in the Caspian, Caucasus and Central Asia (CA) as
well as for consumer markets in Europe (41, P. 222). The foundations of B&R cooperation have been
strengthened especially with two inter-governmental agreements signed during the G20 summit in Antalya
(Turkey) in November 2015, namely the memorandum of understanding on “Aligning the Silk Road
Economic Belt and the 21* Century Maritime Silk Road with the Middle Corridor Initiative”, and the
Agreement on “Cooperation in the Field of Railways” (21, P. 121).

One of the six BRI corridors is a land-based China-Central and West Asia Economic
Corridor (CCWAEC), which requires China to coordinate with participants in six countries of
different levels of development and political stability: Turkey, Iran, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan,
Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan (45, P. 46). With the increase in global energy demand and trade made
through China, it is aimed to provide direct transport economic corridors between Chinese export
centers and European markets by modernizing the transport networks through planned and
implemented projects that involve Turkey (37, P. 121). Geographically, EBSR starts from China at
the eastern end of the Eurasian continent, passes through Central, Western and South Asia and some
other regions with three corridors, approaches the Caspian, Black Sea, Mediterranean Sea and the
Arabian Peninsula and arrives in Europe and North Africa on the west end of Eurasia. Specifically,

the EBSR considered the establishment of three trans-Eurasian economic lines or corridors:

1. "North Line": (China-Central Asia-Russia-Europe) starting from China, via Kazakhstan, through southern
Russia, through Ukraine, the Belarus area, by Poland and other Eastern European countries, and finally
reaches Germany, arriving in Western Europe.

2. "Middle Line": (China - Central and West Asia - the Persian Gulf and the Mediterranean Sea) starting from
China, via Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and other Central Asian countries, by Turkmenistan, and
continues along the south shore of the Caspian Sea, finally reaching Europe through Turkey.

3. "South Line": (China - Southeast Asia - South Asia - Indian Ocean) starting from China, via Afghanistan,
Pakistan, through Iran into the Arabian Peninsula, and then reaches North Africa through Egypt (6; 56, P. 3-
4; 42, P. 75).

In the new rail and road links, however, the pivotal points of entry into Europe are through Turkey,
assigning it a strategic role. One of the EBSR corridor - New Eurasian Land Bridge railway project, is
being planned linking the Port of Shenzhen (near Hong Kong) to Kunming in Western China and onwards to
Myanmar, Bangladesh, India, Pakistan, and Iran, and then across Turkey into Rotterdam in the Netherlands.
It will cross 20 countries and measure 15,000 km, a much shorter distance than by sea via the Indian Ocean
through the Malacca Straits. A branch line would begin in Turkey, crossing Syria and Palestine and end in
Egypt, providing a rail link from China into Africa (51, P. 135).

The new road route runs via CA and Iran, through Turkey, into Europe via Venice—Rotterdam—
London, in addition to the road leading to Europe via Russia (22, P. 279). China plans to build a high-speed
railway between China and the United Kingdom (UK), which will connect Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan,
Turkmenistan, Iran, Turkey, Bulgaria, Romania, Hungary, Austria, Germany, Belgium and France. The
project, with an estimated cost of US $ 150 billion, was planned to be completed in 2020-2025 (14).

% The first part of the project is called the Economic Belt of Silk Road (EBSR) or Belt, which is
actually a network of predominantly land roads that are expected to connect China with Central
Asia (CA), Eastern and Western Europe. The second is called the 21% Century Maritime Silk Road
(MSR) or Road, which is a sea route that is expected to connect China's southern coast with the
Mediterranean Sea, Africa, Southeast Asia and CA.



The further route involves the interconnection of trade routes with Istanbul (where railway tunnels
are already running along the bottom of the Bosporus), Athens, Naples, Marseilles and other Mediterranean
cities (58). Another railway project plans to build the China-Kyrgyzstan-Uzbekistan railway (53, P. 38; 4),
that would go from Kashgar in Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region (XUAR, China), through Torugart and
Kara-Suu in Kyrgyzstan, to Andijan in Fergana Valley of Uzbekistan, then across Afghanistan (52), and in
the longer term, the planned route might provide a shorter rail link from China to Iran, Turkey and even to
Europe (35).

China, Kazakhstan, Georgia, Azerbaijan and Turkey in November 19, 2015, agreed to establish a
consortium for the transportation of goods from China to Europe via the Trans-Caspian International
Transport Route (TCITR) (42, P. 158-161), which runs from China through Kazakhstan, the Caspian Sea,
Azerbaijan, Georgia and Turkey, and further via Ukraine to Europe (9), that will help the EU get rid of
Russian "transit dependence” and aiming to continue the path to Turkey (8). TCITR provides Beijing with
access to the Black Sea coast of Georgia with subsequent shipment of cargo to the ports of Romania, Ukraine
(Odessa) and Bulgaria (Varna, Burgas) (13).

Wort to note that Turkey’s importance for the implementation of Chinese initiatives
increased especially after China lost the tender for the creation of a deep-water port in Anaklia in
Georgia, which would become a logistics center for communication between the Caucasus and CA
railway network with Eastern Europe via the Black Sea (1).

Turkey, in turn, intends to develop its transport infrastructure, and by 2035 expand the
Turkish track and railway infrastructure from 12,500 km to 31,000 km, presumably with an
investment of about 30 billion euros (36, P. 9). Turkey is the most important link for China in
connecting the railway system of Western China, the countries of CA and Iran with a gauge the
width of the "European” standard (1).

According to Turk experts, the pragmatic interest of the Turkish Justice and Development
Party's (JDP) government in China’s BRI, especially after the failed coup on July 15, 2016, has two
main economic reasons: the expectation of growth in direct Chinese investment, the consolidation
of Turkey itself as a transportation hub in the “Middle Corridor", which uses coordination
mechanisms for rail transport and customs clearance of ports for the China-Europe corridor (38, P.
296), also to become a manufacturing and logistics base for Chinese enterprise (54).

The Middle Corridor or Iron Silk Road

Trans-Caspian East-West-Middle Corridor Initiative shortly named as “the Middle Corridor”, is a big
gain for Turkey to have an alternative for both the Northern Route (it is also called Trans-Siberian Railway),
which includes Russia, and the Southern Route, which covers Iran (21, P. 119). The Middle Corridor is more
economical and faster compared to the Northern Corridor as a trade route between Europe and Asia and as
such, is 2.000 km shorter, has more favorable climate conditions and shortens the travel time by 1/3rd (15
days) compared to the sea route (60).*

Caspian Sea is another geostrategic pivotal point as all the freight trade from China will
eventually pass through north of Caspian Sea via Russia. An alternative option being considered is
turning southwards from Kazakhstan to Turkmenistan, Iran and Turkey called the Iron Silk Road
(ISR - the railway connection between China and EU) or “Middle Corridor” (34, P. 137). Any of these
routes aligning to connect China to Europe such as Trans-Asian Railway (TAR), Trans-Siberian Railway
(TSR), Trans-China Railway, Baku-Tblisi-Kars (BTK) as a part of ISR, are accepted as links of ISR (50, P.

19 1n one year, out of approximately 10 million containers that are transported from China to Europe, 96 % utilizes the
sea and only the remaining 4 % uses the Northern Corridor. Furthermore, the Middle Corridor offers great opportunities
for the cargo traffic in Asia so that the loads can reach ME, North Africa and Mediterranean region by benefiting from
the port connections in Turkey.



2). Turkey will play a key role in the NSR with its recently attracting mega investments like Marmaray,
Yavuz Sultan Selim Bridge (entered service on August 26, 2016), Eurasia Tunnel (inaugurated on 20
December 2016) that connects the Asian and European sides of Istanbul via a 14.6 km undersea highway,
Canakkale 1915 Bridge, the New Airport (3", that is an international airport under construction on the
European side of Istanbul with 150 million annual passenger capacity (49, P. 82). With the Baku—Tbilisi—
Kars (BTK) railway line, the Marmaray railway tunnel and the Third Bridge in Istanbul/Turkey, ‘Middle
Corridor’ is estimated to cut the Beijing—London transportation period from 45 to 15 days (22, P. 279).
“Middle Corridor” will enable Turkey to provide new services and products to countries in East and South
Asia amid escalating trade wars and tightening customs rules (38, P. 296).

The Edirne-Kars high-speed “East-West” railway project (worth US $ 30 billion), linking the
BTK railway line with Europe and crossing the country from one end to the other, with a view to connecting
the north-eastern province of Kars with the north-western province of Edirne, which goes straight to
Bulgaria, is also part of the BRI (32).

China already took an active part in the Turkish railway infrastructure sector back in 2005, when it
won the contract for the construction of a high-speed railway line between Ankara and Istanbul worth of US
$ 1.2 billion (23). In 2014, China state-owned companies completed the second session of Turkey’s Ankara-
Istanbul High-Speed Railway with the assistance of US $ 720 million loans from China Exim Bank (69;
28). In July 2014, the second phase project of the Ankara-Istanbul High Speed Railway completed by a
Chinese company opened to traffic successfully (39). The estimated speed of trains on the Ankara - Istanbul
line (including Eskisehir) is 250 km per hour. But Chinese experts are confident that this figure can be
increased to 280 km per hour (16).

Marmaray is a railway project that connects the railway lines of Istanbul’s European and Asian sides
with a tube tunnel passing under the Bosphorus. The first stage of the Marmaray project, which was started
in 2004, was completed in 2013 (49, p. 83). In November 2019, the first container train from Xian to Prague
passed through the Marmaray submarine tunnel. To further develop this direction of cargo transportation in
the near future, Turkey plans to send trains with export goods to the new corridor to China (12).

The total length of the BTK railway line, which forms the backbone of the Middle Corridor, is 838.6
km (22, P. 279). The project, worth US $ 450 million, reduces the transportation route between Asia and
Europe by about 7,000 km, and aims to unite Azerbaijan and Turkey through the capital of Baku in
Azerbaijan and the cities of Thilisi and Ahilkelek in Georgia and transfer to the city of Kars in Turkey. This
is the third largest project, jointly implemented by Turkey, Azerbaijan and Georgia after the Baku-Thilisi-
Ceyhan and Baku-Thilisi-Erzurum pipeline projects, will deliver goods from China to the Caspian Sea and
the port of Baku-Alat via Kazakhstan and Turkmenistan, and then to Europe through Georgia and Turkey,
eventually connecting Beijing with London by uninterrupted rail (49, P. 82-83). BTK is important both for
trade between Turkey and China and CA, and for trade between Europe and CA and China (22, P. 279),
allowing the latter two, which so far traded with Turkey mainly through Russia, to be included in transport
and logistics chains (11).

RT invited Iran to join the BTK railway project, intending to create an alternative to the
BTK railway through the Kars-lgdir-Nakhichevan project with access to Iran, which would allow
Turkey to direct cargo flows east to Iran, Pakistan, India and Southern China. Trains arriving from
Edirne to Kars could continue their journey through Thilisi and Baku with access to Kazakhstan and
Turkmenistan, and then reach the northwestern provinces of China (15).

It is also planned to build a logistics center in Kars, which will allow the Turkish side to
send 300-400 trains along the corridor in 2020, and in the next three years to increase this number
to 1000, giving a new impetus to the further development of agricultural production in the country
(12).



The Russian company Far East Land Bridge (FELB), which operates most of the container trains
between China and Europe, is preparing for a new container train between Suzhou (China) and Poti
(Georgia) and, if run regularly, it could be the precessor of China-Turkey train, approaching very close to the
Turkish border and providing cargo connections with Turkey after Poti (50, P. 6).

It should be noted that Ankara closely followed the plans of Chinese corporations to invest billions
of US dollars in the development of transport infrastructure during the implementation of the strategic plan
of the Syrian President “Four Seas” (3). In this context, the civil war in Syria is of interest, which created a
trilateral alliance between China, Russia and Iran over the interests of Russia in the Tartus naval base, and, in
turn, brought Iran and Russia to the Chinese Maritime Theater, initiating a series of exercises at sea
expanding the scope of these new triangular relations (40).

Despite this, there is also an opinion that China and Turkey are gradually withdrawing the
International North—South Transport Corridor (INSTC) - Indian-Russian-Iranian project- from the big game
because of Great Britain, which, after leaving the EU, promised India, Pakistan and China a privileged trade
partnership. This is why Tehran continues to persistently cut through the corridor to Syria with the Iran-Irag-
Syria railway project and the Iran-lrag-Syria gas pipeline (so far in the Iran-lraq format), and Moscow,
Tehran and Damascus were determined to take the initiative by opening a joint transport corridor in Latakia
(Syria) (15).

As for the MSR project, Chinese companies have also invested in Turkish ports since 2015 and are
most interested in Kumport, Candarli and Mersin (49, P. 81). Two Chinese port companies, China Merchants
Group, based in Hong Kong, and China Ocean Shipping Company (COSCO), and the country’s largest state
fund, China Investment Corp. (CIC), have signaled their intent to buy Turkey’s largest private port, Kumport
(44). At the end of 2015, they bought out a nearly 65% stake in one of the largest Turkish container terminals
at Kumport in the port of Ambarli (located in Istanbul's European side) for almost US $ 1 billion (5, P. 74).
Turkey and China could also expand their partnerships in Turkey’s other ports, in the Mediterranean Sea, in
the Aegean Sea, and at the Black Sea. And a critical move is not just to combine these ports with railway
projects and extend the lines, but to create a logistical network” (30). However, ports intended to be
developed in Filyos, Candarli and Mersin still require substantial investments, while China already preferred
Greek port of Piracus under BRI (48). From a military point of view, the addition of a new “Pearl of String”
in the Mediterranean Sea in the form of the Piraeus, allows China to control maritime access to Istanbul and
the Black Sea ports of Bulgaria, Romania, Ukraine, southern Russia and Georgia (29, P. 10).

Wort to note that Ankara and Minsk are interested in organizing freight traffic along the Dnieper,
including the construction of a river port in the village of Nizhny Zhary in the Bragin region (Belarus), which
in the future could become an important transit hub connecting the eastern and western parts of the New Silk
Road from China to Europe (17).

Sino-Turkish Cooperation in Finance, Logistics, Energy, Manufacturing and Telecommunication
Sectors

During the initial stages of the BRI’s implementation, foreign direct investment (FDI) from China to
Turkey has increased, albeit modestly. Chinese FDI has been mainly focused on the finance, logistics,
energy, manufacturing and telecommunication sectors (63). Turkey became a founding member of the Asian
Infrastructure Investment Bank (AlIB) on April 16, 2015 with shares of 26,099 and a capital subscription of
2,609.9 (55; 59; 24; 26). To expand the scope of cooperation between the two countries and help the country
accelerate the development of urban and energy infrastructure, the AlIB Board of Directors approved two
investment projects in Turkey in 2019 for a total of US $ 500 million. Among these investments, a US $ 300
million loan from a sovereign fund for the Istanbul project to reduce seismic risk and prepare for



emergencies will increase Istanbul's resilience to earthquake disasters and the city’s preparedness for
emergencies (18). In addition, a credit facility worth US $ 200 million was added to AlIB investment to
provide long-term financing through Tiirkiye Kalkinma ve Yatirim Bankasi (TKYB - Turkish Development
and Investment Bank) to private companies in Turkey for investments in renewable energy and energy
efficiency infrastructure (19).

The number of Chinese companies (more than 1,000 operate by 2019) in Turkey rose after the
world's largest bank state-owned lenders Industrial and Commercial Bank of China Limited (ICBC) and
Bank of China established a presence in the country in 2014 and 2017, respectively (57). ICBC on May 25,
2015, completed the acquisition of a 75.5% (US $ 250 million) stake in Tekstilbank from Turkish GSD
Holding, making it the first commercial institution managed by a Chinese bank in the country. ICBC also
made a tender offer for the remaining Tekstilbank shares held by public shareholders in accordance with the
country's regulatory requirements (26).

In April 2012, both countries signed a nuclear agreement, reaffirming their readiness for deeper
cooperation in the field of nuclear energy (40). Preliminary agreements on cooperation in the field of nuclear
energy were concluded on June 29, 2016, after RT opposed India’s participation in the Nuclear Suppliers
Group, taking essentially China’s position (2).

On June 2, 2016, Beijing and Ankara signed an agreement to create an electronic cross-border trade
platform. The basis of Sino-Turkish economic maneuvers - the agreement on a free trade zone between
Ankara and Islamabad (which was scheduled for September 2016), in fact means free trade between Ankara
and Beijing, as Chinese goods flow unhindered into Pakistan through the railway, which began in
northwestern Xinjiang (14).

Tel Aviv also is interested in developing trade with Beijing and Ankara, viewing Turkey as an
economic “bridge” to East Asia. Turks are interested in Israeli natural gas, and the Chinese are interested in
the achievements of the Jewish state in the field of research and development (R&D) (14).

In 2018, with the aim of supporting the Turkish economy, strengthening partnerships and discussing
the possibility of creating joint projects in the private and public sectors, as well as finding new investment
opportunities between Turkey and China, the richest fifty-nine Chinese businessmen (the individual welfare
of each of them ranges from US $ 15 to 30 billion) led by billionaire Jack Ma (internet giant Alibaba) visited
Turkey (27). Jack Ma has decided to invest in Turkish e-commerce firm Trendyol - one of the most famous
Turkish fashion retailers, supported by foreign investors and a leader in the fragmented e-commerce market
in RT (25).

Huawei, China's largest telecommunications equipment company, is working with 5G Internet with
Turk Telecom, focusing on cloud computing, Internet of Things, and most importantly, public security (30).
In the first ten months of 2014, nearly 70 Chinese companies including Hainan Airlines, Huawei and New
Hope have invested in Turkey with an aggregate investment of US $ 190 million and year-on-year growth of
11.8 % (39).

However, RT seeks a more balanced trade partnership (RT's trade deficit in relations with PRC
exceeded US $ 20 billion in 2017) (10), stimulating the participation of Chinese investors in large
infrastructure schemes (23). Bilateral trade grew steadily from US $ 238 million in 1990 to US 28 billion in
2017 (63). In January 2017, China's accumulated direct investment in the RT reached US $ 809 million (68).

Difficulties in Sino-Turkish Cooperation Under the BRI

Despite the fact that the BRI provides a wider space for further expansion of cooperation between
the two countries, however, there are also many obstacles and difficulties both local, regional and global
characters. Due to the fact that Turkey is ready to reduce its dependence on Western allies, some fear that a
NATO country, like Turkey, traditionally and historically oriented to the West, is making a mistake trying to
establish deeper ties with the eastern powers like Russia and China. But some analysts believe that in this



global world this is inevitable (23). Turkey’s departure from the West and its dialogue partnership with the
SCO “as an alternative to the NATO and the EU” may be “more likely associated with Turkey’s
disappointment with its Western identity than with a commitment to the common leadership of Russia and
China” (38, P. 296). According to the Turkish expert, diversification of alliances with countries such as
Russia and China, and becoming more independent while remaining in NATO, has long been the goal of
Erdogan (57). But the biggest obstacle to Turkey’s accession to the SCO may be the demand to begin the
process of withdrawing from NATO (47).

It should be noted that since EBSR is being replaced by roads on which the interests of Turkey and
its Turkic-speaking partners may prevail, Turkey’s active efforts to develop economic and cultural ties with
the Turkic countries of the former Soviet Union may revive the Pan-Turkic project, which lost its relevance
in the late 1990s. Turkey, because of its ideologization, has too many doctrinal foreign policies based on the
principle of “ethnic solidarity" and the idea of pan-Turkism and neo-Ottomanism (11). Although the AKP
government has stated that it has abandoned pan-Turkism or the political aspirations of the “unity of the
Turkic world”, Turkey’s cultural influence in CA remains a remarkable force and has evolved from
“territorial unity” into cooperation and cultural demands (67, P. 69).

Many experts as one of the obstacles to the construction of the EBSR see the conflict in the Xinjiang
of the PRC, which marks the exit of the new highway to CA. The occupation of northern Iraq and Syria by
Islamic State (IS) terrorists (Daesh, I1SIS) has already jeopardized its southern route through Turkey and Iran.
And the terrorist underground in the north-west of China itself poses a threat to both the EBSR project and
the new gas pipelines through which Turkmen gas flows to China (11). Beijing is concerned that many
Uyghur separatists have taken refuge in Turkey, and many Turkish NGOs with close ties to the AKP support
and help Uyghur separatists, and that many Uyghur extremists have left China to join the IS or other terrorist
groups, traveling in Turkey. China fears that many Uyghur extremists (holding Turkish passports offered by
Turkish embassies in China and other Southeast Asian states) will return to China to intensify the fight in
Xinjiang against the Chinese government (62).

For its part, despite the many advantages of BRI for Ankara, the Turkish side also takes into
account the risks associated with China’s “colonial goals”, China’s circumvention of Turkey,
widening the current commercial deficit and trade gap, and considers the initiative to be much more
profitable for China than other countries, even if the project seems to be a win-win (49, P. 92).
Some circles in Turkey view the EBSR as a competitive initiative of China against Turkey in the
context of considering CA and the Caucasus as part of its Turkish influence (67, P. 63).

However, in general, the discourses of Turkish media and politicians are optimistic about
BRI, and it is believed that the project gives Turkey the opportunity to strengthen its economic,
social and political relations with China and Central and Middle Eastern countries, as well as find
alternative alliances with the EU and the U.S. (49, P. 92).

Currently, amid tremendous changes in the international and domestic political situation in
Turkey, the BRI will not only help Turkey economically compensate for its economic dependence
on the West, but will also strengthen the country's strategic partnership with China by offering more
options for cooperation. The Turkish need for Chinese technology and foreign investment, as well
as China’s desire to promote its BRI, create the potential for communication between the countries.
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Abstract: In recent years, with the cessation of defense relations, Israel and China have sought to expand their
diplomatic and economic relations, mainly in the field of industrial research and development, large-scale academic
cooperation, and investment. The expansion of cooperation between the two countries is mainly due to the status of
Israel as a start-up country, which can satisfy China's technological needs and help it modernize many of its industries.
Beijing also sees Israel as a strategic outpost in its regional interests - a small but vital stopover under the China Belt
and Road Initiative (BRI), connecting the Indian Ocean and the Mediterranean Sea through the Gulf of Suez, as a land
bridge connecting trade and energy routes from the Far East through Africa to the Middle East and further to Europe on
profitable trade routes by land and sea. The construction of a railway line from Eilat to Ashdod connecting the Red and
Mediterranean Seas, as well as the construction of a new port in Ashdod, will provide a safe alternative route to the
Suez Canal, filling another ring in the Beijing strategy of a “String of Pearls”. Israel’s well-secured human capital, a
developed economy, a high-tech foundation, a stable public and state business environment have further enhanced the
country's attractiveness as a key element of BRI.

Keywords and phases: China-Israel relations, Belt and Road Initiative, infrastructure, investment, innovation,
start-up nation.

Introduction

Israel was the first and, until 1956, the only country from the Middle East (ME) to recognize the
People's Republic of China (PRC), even though the two countries did not exchange ambassadors until
1992.'®% |n the 1980s, under Deng Xiaoping, when China began to look with interest at developing arms
cooperation with Israel, making the first deliveries of Israeli weapons to the PRC, and began the active phase
of the peace process between Israelis and Palestinians, this allowed both countries to establish full-fledged
diplomatic relations in January, 1992.° Following the opening of embassies in Beijing and Tel Aviv,
economic and trade ties between Israel and the China grew, first moderately and then at a faster pace.”®

Although in the early 2000s, under pressure from the United States (U.S.), Israel unilaterally
abandoned existing military contracts and broke off its close relations with Beijing, the mutual
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perception of future economic and technological benefits contributed most to overcoming the crisis
between the two countries.”” On November 1, 2005, the PRC and Israel signed an
intergovernmental agreement in Jerusalem, according to which Israel officially recognized the full
market status of the Chinese economy.?*2

From 1992 to 2018, the volume of bilateral trade with China increased from 50 million to US

13.9/15.6 % billion dollars.”®® It makes China the largest trading partner of the Jewish state in Asia and the
third largest foreign trade partner in the world after the U.S. and the European Union (EU),* and second
only to the U.S. by 2019.*® The U.S. remains the main country for export to Israel, but China, together with
Hong Kong, occupy the second line.”® Since Chinese trade excludes business relations with Hong Kong,
despite the fact that most of it is directed to the mainland, the actual trade figures are higher than officially
announced. Moreover, these figures do not include Israel’s lucrative arms sales to China.?”” However, Israel
is not an important market for the Chinese economy, since transactions with Israel account for only 0.3 % of
total Chinese trade.”®®

One of the main reasons Israel seeks to deepen its economic relations with the fastest growing large
economies in the world and expand trade with Asian markets is the desire to diversify its export markets and
investment sources from its traditional partners, the U.S. and the EU.?® Israeli companies are increasingly
turning to Asia to capture a boom in demand for their technology, as the government urges them to diversify
export markets in response to Europe's rising “anti-Semitism” and potential trade sanctions.”™

China is one of the leading manufacturing markets on the planet, and Israel is one of the
leaders in research and development (R&D).”** The fields wherein Israel envisaged economic
cooperation with China included industrial R&D, large-scale academic cooperation,

21 Yoram Evron, “The Economic Dimension of China—Israel Relations: Political Implications,
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investments.?* Israel's achievements in innovation and in some technical fields make it a
particularly attractive partner for China, as Beijing is trying to become a world leader in high
technology, moving from an economy focused on investment and exports to an economy focused on
innovation and consumption.™® For a long time, Israel’s exports to China consisted of high-tech
products, including electronics, optical, agricultural and water technologies, chemical industry,
communications, while China’s exports to the Israeli market include popular and competitive raw
materials, textile products and consumer goods.?**

China has relatively low labor costs, huge production capacities and high demand for
advanced technologies, and Israel is looking for export markets for its advanced technological
products, while it carries high labor costs and limited industrial production capabilities.”*> Well-
secured human capital, a developed economy and high-tech base, as well as a stable business
environment for society and government, make Israel a particularly valuable asset for the Chinese
New Silk Road Initiative (NSRI) or “Belt and Road Initiative” (BRI) in the long run.?*®

l. Israel's Significance in the China’s Belt and Road Initiative

1.1.1srael as a Part of Belt and Roads Initiative

Originally announced in 2013 by Chinese President Xi Jinping with the goal of restoring the ancient
Silk Road linking Asia and Europe, the scope of the NSRI has expanded over time to include new territories
and development initiatives. This project, also called the BRI or Belt and Road (B&R), envisages the
construction of a large network of roads, railways, seaports, electric networks, oil and gas pipelines, and
related infrastructure projects. The first part of the project is called the Economic Belt of Silk Road (EBSR)
or Belt, which is actually a network of predominantly land roads that are expected to connect China with
Central Asia (CA), Eastern and Western Europe. The second is called the 21* Century Maritime Silk Road
(MSR) or Road, which is a sea route that is expected to connect China's southern coast with the
Mediterranean Sea, Africa, Southeast Asia and CA.%
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Survey, Vol. 56, No. 2, The Institute of East Asian Studies (IEAS) at UC Berkeley, March/April
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Israel did not declare its position on the BRI after its announcement, and only after China launched
the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AlIB)*® in October 2014, Israel became one of the last seven
countries to apply for membership. On March 31, 2015, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu formally
signed a declaration of accession to the AlIB, and Israel became one of the 57 founding states. In this way,
Tel Aviv positively supported the Chinese BRI, which could cause confusion in Washington.?® In January
2016, the Knesset Finance Commission approved in the second and third readings the bill on Israel's entry
into the AlIB, which became the first pan-Asian economic structure with full membership of Israel in one
working group with South Korea, Mongolia, Uzbekistan and several other Asian countries. Of the bank’s
total registered capital of US $ 100 billion, Israel’s share will be US $ 150 million (Israel has 0.91 % of the
vote), and Tel Aviv will provide commitments in the amount of US $ 600 million in case of need to buy back
shares.”

Israel’s AIIB membership will open up opportunities for the integration of Israeli companies into
bank-financed infrastructure projects. The Israeli Foreign Ministry hailed the AIIB as "a diplomatic
achievement™ and "one of the most important initiatives in terms of China’s foreign policy and, in particular,

n 221

for President Xi Jinping".

During Netanyahu’s visit to China in March 2017, President Xi announced the intention of the two
countries to consistently promote major joint projects as part of the jointly building of the BRI. Prime
Minister Netanyahu also expressed the readiness of the Israeli side to actively participate in infrastructure
and other cooperation within the framework of BRI,%? and declared that Chinese-Israeli ties are “a marriage
made in heaven”.?* Chinese Prime Minister Li Kegiang reminded that "the Chinese people and the Jewish

people are the great nations of the world".?*

In March 2015, Premier Li Keqiang underscored in the “Report on the Work of the
Government” that China should promote Free Trade Area negotiations with Israel and other
countries.””® The two nations wrapped up their 7" round in November 2019, and could very well
finalize the deal by the close of 2020. The idea that one of America’s closest allies would enter into
such an agreement with its “strategic rival” could have been accepted without enthusiasm in

218 Established in 2015 as one of the financing arms of BRI, the Beijing-based AllB aims to boost
infrastructure connectivity in Asia and beyond.
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Washington.?”® However, it should be noted that this is part of the Chinese strategy to create free
trade zones (FTZ) in those states that can be called traditional U.S. allies in order to facilitate the
supply of goods and simplify the creation of joint ventures through the FTZ.?%

1.2.Israel as a Logistics Center and a Potential Hub for China’s BRI

On March 28, 2015, a year and a half after Xi Jinping’s first proposal of the BRI, the Chinese
National Development and Reform Commission (NDRC), the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA) and the
Ministry of Commerce (MOFCOM), authorized by the State Council, jointly published a document entitled
“Vision and Actions on Jointly Building Silk Road Economic Belt and 21% Century Maritime Silk Road”.??®
It describes also plans for how the Belt will link China with the Persian Gulf and the Mediterranean Sea
through CA and West Asia (passing through Gwadar, Istanbul and Tehran and through Afghanistan, Iraq,
Iran and Turkey); and how the Road will connect China’s South China Sea all the way to the Mediterranean
via the Indian Ocean, Gulf of Aden, Red Sea and Suez Canal.”®

Given the country's geographical position, China also needs Israel as a BRI logistics center and land
bridge connecting China's trade routes from the Far East through Africa to the ME and further to Europe.?®
Since BRI routes require not only seaports, but also railways, logistics centers, warehouses, airports, as well
as hardware and software for the transportation system, Israeli companies can contribute to B&R projects by
developing and integrating transport and logistics technologies and related systems, for example, for trains,
aircraft and marine equipment.® Through BRI, China seeks to play a more active role in the ME, and
improved ties with Israel could offset China's historically closer ties with other countries in the region,
including Iran and Israel’s Arab neighbors.”®* Some Chinese authors even see Israel’s location next to the
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Arab states as a “balancing factor” that can “give credibility to Chinese soft power in the region”,
considering Israel’s limited role in the BRI due to its small size, bounded transport links with countries in its
region and lack of experience in large-scale projects.”®® Tel Aviv’s deep ties with the U.S. and the EU can
help China expand its ties in the Eastern Mediterranean and the ME, and Sino-Israeli ties can enhance
Israel’s role in trade between Asia and Europe.”®

Chinese companies, involved in national infrastructure and construction projects in Israel, have good
experience in implementing infrastructure projects at a lower price and in a shorter time.” The ability of
Chinese companies to successfully build infrastructure in a highly developed country such as Israel, not only
can help Chinese infrastructure companies enter the U.S. or Europe, but will improve their image and give
legitimacy to their activities, leading to additional projects in other developed states, since most BRI
countries where Chinese companies are building infrastructure have low and medium incomes.**®

1.3.1srael as Pivotal Location for the Implementation of Maritime Silk Road
Initiative (MSRI)

To implement MSRI, China has been actively developing several global infrastructure and
investment projects designed to increase the efficiency of the economic interaction of the Asian giant with its
partners around the world. One such project is a network of commercial ports “String of Pearls”, similar to
the “Dual Use Logistics Facility”,”” which focuses on creating Chinese strongholds or “naval posts” with
military or geopolitical influence along the Indian Ocean littoral, in the Persian Gulf and the Mediterranean
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Israel has the potential to be a small but important stop on the MSR, connecting the Indian Ocean
and the Mediterranean Sea through the Gulf of Agaba and the Suez Canal.?® From the east coast of the
China, the ships follow the South China Sea to the Straits of Malacca, from where they are sent to the shores
of northern and northeast Africa to reach the Israeli ports via the Bab el-Eilat and Ashdod - bypassing the
Suez Canal.?® To ensure reliable access for Chinese commercial shipments from the Red Sea to the
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Mediterranean, Beijing took an adopted a dual-track approach while expanding its interests in the Suez Canal
corridor and following the land route through Israel.**

The massive development of energy resources in the Eastern Mediterranean, new ports appearing on
its Mediterranean shores, new trade routes between Israel and its Arab neighbors, a growing geo-economic
alliance between Israel, Cyprus and Greece and significant financial resources in Israeli investment intuition
make this a very attractive market BRI for China.**” China has raised its naval presence in the strait of
Hormuz, Bab al-Mandeb strait, and Suez Canal as well as made ports of call across the Gulf and in
Egypt, Israel and Iran. Given the natural naval points of the ME (Hormuz, Suez, Mandeb), each of
which faces a high level of geopolitical uncertainty, China’s modern dependence on others for
providing these points of attraction and sea routes is unstable in the long run.?*® While most of these
transcontinental routes will be located in Central and South Asia, the littoral states of the Eastern
Mediterranean—Turkey, Lebanon, Israel and Egypt—play a crucial role in completing China’s Eurasian
bridges.**

“String of Pearls” strategy is particularly evident in the fact that China gained control of two of
Israel’s three sea gates, the ports of Haifa and Ashdod, which are part of China’s ambitious trans-Asian
strategy to use three key resources for China’ future greatness: petrochemicals, consumer markets and
advanced technologies.?®

In 2014, one of China's largest state-owned enterprises and the second largest dredging company in
the world - the China Harbor Engineering Co. Ltd - won a tender for the construction of new container
terminals in Ashdod port (25 miles/40 km south of Tel Aviv), worth US $ 3 billion,** which will become the
most important port for maritime trade with Europe. Ashdod on the Mediterranean coast is the destination of
90 % of Israel’s international maritime traffic. It is one of the largest foreign investment projects in Israel in
history, as well as one of the largest projects for the China Harbor Engineering.?’

And in 2015, Shanghai International Port Group (SIPG), which operates the Port of Shanghai, won
the bid to expand the deep-sea private Haifa Port, near Israel's alleged nuclear-armed submarines. It will also
have the operation rights for the terminal for 25 years after the facilities enter into service in 2021. This new
terminal is just 1 km from the docks, where U.S. warships are anchored when they call at the port of Haifa.?*
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The Israelis allowed to rent and maintain a terminal in the port of Haifa due to traffic difficulties and
increased strikes by local workers. It was assumed that new facilities built by the Chinese would unload the
old port, and enterprises arriving from China would violate the Israeli state port company’s monopoly.
However, some observers believe that if the SIPG extends the lease of the port due to the lack of competing
offers, then the Israeli authorities will be in a dependent position for a long time.** It is also noteworthy that
the decisions to award the Haifa tender to a Chinese company were made by the Transportation Ministry and
the Ports Authority without involvement of the National Security Council and the participation of the
Navylzso

Another long-term plan, that Israel hopes China could participate in, is building a railroad connection
between the port of Eilat (in the southernmost point of Israel on the Red Sea) and the port of Ashdod, so-
called “Red-Med Railway”. It will connect the Red Sea to the Mediterranean Sea, thereby providing a safe
alternative to the Suez Canal, and creating an inland trade and logistics center for Chinese trade between
Asia and Europe via the Red Sea.”* From Eilat goods will be transported by new railway to the port of
Ashdod on the Mediterranean coast and delivered further by sea to European customers, thereby bypassing
the vulnerable neck of the Suez Canal, provided that the fare on the new line remains at a fairly competitive
level %

From an Israeli perspective, the “Red-Med” would bring economic benefits as a catalyst for
development of the southern Negev region. It could also improve its regional standing and strengthen its
bargaining position vis-a-vis Egypt. For decades, Cairo was able to partially isolate Israel by threatening to
close the Suez Canal.® To solve the problems of competition between Egypt and Israel over China in the
construction of new transport corridors between the Red and Mediterranean Seas, the presidents of China
and Egypt met and discussed trilateral negotiations with Israel in December 2015.%*

To avoid a bottleneck in the Strait of Malacca, China is building the Sino-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) as a workaround. And Bab al-Mandab will guard Beijing's military base in Djibouti. The
only missing node in ensuring the security of China’s Sea Lines of Communication and “String of Pearls” is
the Suez Canal, for which the “Red-Med railway” is considered the ideal logistics solution.”® Taking into
account the fact that the full railway and road corridor going to the port of Gwadar (on the Arabian Sea)
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between China and Pakistan, Turkey-Pakistan FTA will strengthen the interaction of Beijing, Ankara and
Tel-Aviv.*®

China has been a partner in important national initiatives, such as construction of the Red Line - the
first stretch of a light rail line going from Petah Tikvah to Tel Aviv.”’ Israel has added a rail line from the
port of Haifa to Beit She’an (less than 10 km from the border with Jordan) and has invited Chinese
companies to take part in a project of extending further its north-eastern spur right up to the border with
Jordan. From there, a short link to the Jordanian town of Irbid will enable connection to the Jordanian rail
network and on to Saudi Arabia and the Persian Gulf. Under the auspices of BRI, this international project,
led by multinational corporations, and built on a centuries-old Ottoman network, with the intention of linking
the Palestinian Authority and incorporating an inland logistics and trading port in Jordan, passed through
non-diplomatic countries, such as Israel and Saudi Arabia.”®

In 1997, Israel and Jordan signed an agreement on the establishment of a Special Industrial
Zone (SIZ) in the Jordanian city of Irbid (it began to operate in 1998). Apparently, using the holes
in the SIZ agreement, the main advantage of the work of the SIZ in Jordan is received by the
Chinese, who invest in the enterprises operating there, and manage to hire cheaper Chinese workers,
not Jordanians. Of the 71 companies operating in 2008 in the SI1Z, the majority of employees 23 of
them came from mainland China. At least 50 % of the profits from the supply of textiles to the U.S.
from Irbid are received by companies with Chinese ownership.?*°

If we add to this that China is actively interested participating in the construction of a light metro in
Tel Aviv and digging a tunnel on Mount Carmel in Haifa, it seems that the PRC seriously considers Israel as
a logistic hub between Europe and Asia.” It is believed that the strategic security implications of the tunnel
on Mount Carmel and the high-speed train in Tel Aviv, were also not considered.?

In recent years, a significant breakthrough has been made in the field of inbound Chinese
tourism in Israel. As a result of a strategic decision taken in 2012 by the Israeli Ministry of Tourism
to focus on attracting a large number of tourists from China, the flow of tourists from China to
Israel increases by 15-30 % annually. And if in 2015 the country was visited by 47,000 Chinese
tourists, then in 2016 it was already 79,000, and in 2017 their number for the first time in history
exceeded 100,000, amounting to 113.6 thousand people. The increase in tourist flow from the
Middle Kingdom was stimulated, in addition to the growth of general interest in Israel, as well as
marketing campaigns and simplification of visa procedures.?®?

50 weekly flights help not only to establish an exchange of tourist flows but learn to
understand each other's culture and mentality.?®® By early 2019, there were direct flights from
Beijing, Shanghai, Hainan and Chengdu to Israel, which not only bring economic benefits of
tourism but also greatly promote exchanges and cooperation between Israel and China in various
fields. With the booming China-Israel tourism industry, China’s e-commerce giant Alibaba has
launched payment service in Israel since January 2018 to provide convenience for Chinese tourists
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in Israel. At present, Alipay is available at nearly 100 vendors in Israel, while Tencent, Alibaba’s
competitor in China, has geared up to launch WeChat payment service in Israel.?*

2. The Promotion of Innovation on China-Israel Relations and
the Increase in China's Investment in Israel.

2.1. Israel’s Attractiveness for China as a “Start-up Nation”

In order to achieve its ambitions to become a leading superpower and dominate the global
high-tech industry, China uses not only the strategy of BRI, but also the policy “Made in China
2025 (MIC 25) - a state industrial initiative aimed at opening their capital markets.?®®> China wants
to become a world leader in advanced technology, both for commercial and military purposes, and
has many national plans designed to stimulate the development of its technology sector. The
Chinese government is issuing various industry-specific plans, such as the Next-Generation
Artificial Intelligence Development Plan, released in July 2017. Key plans and policies include the
National Long- and Medium-Term Plan for Science and Technology Development (2006—2020),
Internet Plus, and MIC 2025.%°

The MIC 2025 Initiative, launched by Prime Minister Li Kegiang in 2015, aimed at
modernizing China’s industrial potential, consolidating China’s global leadership position in high
technology, reducing the country's dependence on foreign technology imports, and investing in
significant funds in their own innovations to create Chinese companies that can compete both
domestically and around the world. China sees MIC 2025 as a chance to fully integrate into the
global manufacturing chain and more effectively cooperate with industrialized economies.?’
Beijing’s ambitious plan to create one of the world's most advanced and competitive economies
using innovative manufacturing technologies (“smart manufacturing’) aims to turn the country into
a “manufacturing superpower” in the coming decades and challenge the economic primacy of
today's leading economies and international corporations.®

In July 2017, China’s state council released its new generation artificial intelligence (Al)
development plan, intended to make China the leading global powerhouse in Al by 2030. In July
2018, two state-backed Chinese companies, China Merchants Group and peer SPF Group,
announced a partnership with London-based investment firm Centricus to launch a US $ 15 billion
fund that will invest in or acquire tech companies in both China and globally.*®
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Thus, China is making its move from a commodity manufacturer economy to a high-tech
one — and Israel is playing a key part.?’® Since 2005, when defensive and diplomatic relations
between China and Israel were in decline, China was still looking for opportunities for
technological cooperation with Israel. Chinese companies have set their sights on Israeli
commercial technology in line with China’s national mandate to become a world leader in industrial
technology by 2025.%"* Israeli technology attracts Chinese companies because many of them have
global operations and the same standards as in Silicon Valley, but without sky-high cost estimates.
Chinese investment in Israel covers almost every major breakthrough technology sector in
industries such as autonomous and electric vehicles, where major Chinese automakers support
research centers. In other sectors, such as the use of artificial intelligence, Israel is one of the leaders
in almost every area.?

It is no coincidence that Chinese investors have focused on Israel, the “start-up nation”, with
the highest number of start-ups per capita of any country in the world and the highest absolute
number outside of Silicon Valley. Israel is especially known for its high-tech sector, with thousands
of well-regarded companies focusing on cybersecurity, defense, agriculture, biotechnology and
pharmaceuticals—all of which have found eager investors in China.?”® Israeli entrepreneurs are
highly sought after in China, predominantly in the fields of mobile and web technologies,
telecommunications, gaming, clean-tech, agro-tech and digital health, which all go hand in hand
with Israeli high-techexpertise.””*

In 2018, 12 % of all investments in Israeli startups were Chinese. Regarding large
investments, whose size is US $ 25 million or more, 25 % of all investments in Israeli startups are
of Chinese origin.?”®> More than 1,000 Chinese companies are active in Israel and several hundred
Israeli in China. Of all foreign investments in Israeli hi-tech, 20 % belong to the Chinese.?"®

However, some experts consider that for the U.S. and other major industrialized
democracies, the Chinese tactics of MIC 2025 not only undermine Beijing's stated commitment to
international trade rules, but also pose a security risk and are based on discriminatory treatment of
foreign investment, forced technology transfer, intellectual property theft and cyber espionage. This
prompts the U.S. President Donald J. Trump to set tariffs on Chinese goods and block several
China-backed acquisitions of technology companies.?”” In addition to the U.S. trade war, which is
an important tool to curb the rapid growth of its strategic competitor China, Washington has also
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put the MIC 2025 at the forefront, trying to hinder the development of China's high-tech sector,
including artificial intelligence, chip manufacturing, and 5G technology.?’”® Meanwhile, many other
countries have tightened control over foreign investment, and debate has intensified on how to
respond to China's behavior.?"

2.2. China-Israel Cooperation in Innovation Economy

The successes of military-technical cooperation (MTC) have pushed the Chinese leadership
and business people to look closely at Israel in terms of evaluating its successes in developing
China's innovation economy.?®® China’s unique interest in Israel is evidenced by the dozens of
delegations of senior government officials and businesspeople who have visited Israel in recent
years. Representatives of large companies and private investors from China often arrive in Israel in
an attempt to crack “the Israeli code”, to understand the local innovation ecosystem and to
implement the innovative and entrepreneurial Israeli character into their own DNA.?%

China and Israel have both made innovation a top priority in their domestic development
strategies. China’s strategy of pursuing innovation on three investment direction: bilateral,
regional, and global, has become an essential part of China’s “New Era” vision of a country of
innovators, as articulated by Xi Jinping in his 2017 speech to the leadership of the Chinese
Communist Party (CCP) at the 19" Party Congress. In addition, through many projects under the
BRI, China promotes and invests in innovation, both regionally and globally. At the regional level
China seeks large investments in industrial parks in countries neighboring China, such as Vietnam,
Thailand and Russia. At the global level, under the BRI flag, China seeks and invests in innovation
in less developed countries such as Africa, as well as in countries with developed innovative
economies such as Switzerland and Belgium. If, in the framework of investment diplomacy with
innovation, China and Israel cooperate on a bilateral basis, within the framework of the BRI, in the
conteégtzof Beijing's desire for scientific and technological innovation, it cooperates at the global
level.

Technology and innovation was one of the main topics of conversation during the two separate
visits of Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and then-President Shimon Peres to Beijing.?* In May 2014,
Liu Yandong, Deputy Prime Minister of China, during his visit to Israel, attended the first Innovation
Conference in Israel, and published an article entitled “to Make China-Israel STI Cooperation Bloom” on the
Jerusalem Post. In January 2015, in Beijing, at the first meeting of China-Israel Innovation Cooperation Joint
Committee, the two sides signed "the Three-Year Action Plan for Cooperative Innovation", including the
establishment of the Cooperative Innovation Center, set-up of China-Israel “7+7 University Research
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Federation”, agreement on the 2015-2019 Cultural Cooperation Action Plan, and the start of construction of
China-Israel Changzhou Innovation Park.?**

In March 2017, Beijing hosted a meeting between Chinese President Xi Jinping and Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. The parties announced the creation of an innovative
comprehensive partnership.?®®> In 2018, Israel and China held the fourth intergovernmental
“Innovation Conference: Israel-China” for the establishment of a comprehensive partnership in the
field of innovation. A Sino-Israeli trading platform has been created, the first of its kind in China.
And immediately, 4 patents were acquired, which Tel Aviv University possessed: from the field of
intellectual production, smart cities, digital economy and biomedicine. The Chinese bought a patent
to detect neuropathy for a symbolic sum of US $ 49 thousand, acquiring not supporters, but
advocates and lobbyists. The first China-Israel Changzhou Innovation Park (CIP), created by the
two governments in the area of complementary technological innovation, was founded in
Changzhou®® for Israeli companies seeking to open a branch in China and to give Israeli companies
a “soft landing” in the Chinese market, to facilitate the adaptation of Israeli technology in the
Middle Kingdom.?®” China is encouraging the establishment of Israeli innovative enterprise in
China, such as Shouguang’s Water City, which incorporates Israeli water technologies.288

2.3 Israeli-China Research and Development (R&D) Collaboration

A more substantial channel of Israeli technology transfer to China is R&D collaboration
between companies and academic institutions of both states, as well as R&D activity of Israeli
companies in China. In the early 2000s, Israeli government bodies and Venture capital (VC) firms
started to promote technological-commercial cooperation between companies in the two states. The
national academic science foundations in the two countries signed an agreement in 2012 to support
joint research projects in science and engineering (Council for Higher Education). While the
projects are purely academic, some of them, for example, in nanotechnology, new materials, and
satellite technology, can be of military relevance.?

In September 2013, Tel Aviv University (TAU) and Tsinghua University signed a
memorandum of understanding to establish the XIN ("new" in Mandarin Chinese) Center. It should
become one of the largest academic R&D centers in both countries, develop strategic cooperation in
research and teaching, and will also serve as an international center for scientific and technological
innovation for research both in the early stages and projects that can be prepared for market. Two
governments provided funding for the project, but most of the money came from private sources in
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both countries.”® In 2014, TAU and Tsinghua launched a US $ 300 million joint center for
innovative research and education, initially focusing on nanotechnology,?®* particularly with
medical and optics applications, but will later expand to other areas, such as raw materials, water
treatment, and environmental issues.*%?

On December 16, 2015, the Technion-Israel Institute of Technology, a world leader in
science and technology education, funded by billionaire Lee Ka-shing in the amount of US $ 130
million, laid the foundation for the establishment of the Guangdong Technion Israel Institute of
Technology (GTIIT) in Shantou (Guangdong Province, PRC). For the Technion, GTIIT means
increasing global reach and status, and the industrial park planned for the GTHT campus will serve
as a stronghold for Israeli companies to crack key markets in the U.S. and China.?*®

To bring down the cost of production for the many consumer and industrial products made
in its factories, China is undergoing a robotics revolution, installing machines to replace people on
the assembly line, and working with Israel to develop smarter and better robots, via the newly
established Sino-Israeli Robotics Institute. It will be the centerpiece of a new US $ 2 billion
industrial park in the Guangzhou region of China that will be built around the technology developed
jointly by Israeli and Chinese researchers. It is noteworthy that some Israeli scientists believe that
laid-off workers who will be replaced by robots will eventually find more paid jobs with a higher
status, and that automation will not lead to higher unemployment, but to expand the economy,
resulting in more workers places than lost, which is the goal of China.?**

Israeli-Chinese private equity firm Infinity Group and Neusoft Corporation - China’s largest
IT Corporation, holding a 50 % share of the medical market in China - have approved the
establishment of a US $ 250 million investment to back Israeli life science companies operating in
China. This fund will assist Israeli medical companies to connect with the Chinese market through
the integration of cloud-based platforms, which assists Israeli life science companies with
regulatory approvals and product promotion in China.?*®

The state structures of both countries have also formed special programs to support bilateral
scientific and technical cooperation with an applied bias, making it possible for joint research and
development to receive state money on preferential terms from the governments of both countries.
In the Chinese case, it can be state structures of a regional scale. In fact, these programs are unique
funds that invest in projects if they meet established requirements. It is important that, most often,
the money received should not be returned to the company in case of failure. And if successful, the
government agencies that issued the money will receive royalties until the grant is fully repaid.
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GTHT will be comprised of three units: the College of Engineering; the College of Science; and the
College of Life Science. GTIT will offer high-level, innovative and research-oriented
undergraduate and graduate education. Investments in this collaboration will also benefit research
facilities and infrastructure on the Technion campus in Haifa. It will also become an anchor in the
Far East, which complements Technion’s partnership with Cornell University at the Jacobs
Technion-Cornell Institute at Cornell Tech in New York City.
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Such financial infrastructure stimulates the effective and intensive development of scientific and
technical cooperation between China and Israel.?*®

2.4.China as a Strategic Market for Israel: Israel as a Strategic Investor for China

Though situated in a turbulent region, Israel is an island of relative stability with the highest “B&R
risk on investment” ranking.”’ Israel ranked as the second lowest investment risk on the Economist
Intelligence Unit BRI risk index, making investment in the market highly attractive for China, which is
currently looking for a more strategic regional footprint. China is likely to pay more attention to the fact that
Israel does not have more serious national security problems than in the past, which will give Israel more
leverage as a stable, prosperous and growing geopolitical force in the region.?®

Against the backdrop of increased confrontation between China and the U.S., forcing Chinese
investors to reduce their presence in this market, in 2016 there was an unprecedented increase in investment
from China to Israeli high-tech. If in 2015 the amount of Chinese investment in Israeli companies was less
than a billion dollars, then in 2016 it soared to a fantastic figure of US $ 16.5 billion.?®* A significant portion
of this amount came from investing in Israeli startup companies, with a focus on the field of information and
computer (cyber) security and medical technologies.*® The MSRI agreement with Israel includes Chinese
investments in several sectors as renewable energy, the use of solar energy (solar energy technologies),
robotics, telecommunications, chemicals market, biotechnology, agriculture, irrigation and the secondary use
of water resources, infrastructures beyond ports and other areas of high technology.**

In 2001, Netafim, a leading Israeli agri-tech company and a world leader in drip irrigation
systems, invested in its first manufacturing facility in China.®** The Israel Global Environment
Service (GES) is participating in a US $ 5 million water treatment project in Inner Mongolia of
China.®® The Chinese "water city" Shaoxin has benefited from Israel's innovative water
technologies for developing municipal, agricultural and industrial water infrastructure. Such
cooperation will be adopted in the northwestern part of China - in the Xinjiang province, where
China seeks to stimulate development in order to maintain stability in the region, as well as bridge
the economic gap between the eastern and western parts of the country. The introduction of Israeli
inventions and technological solutions in the field of agriculture, water supply and renewable
energy sources can help China turn the country's west into an agricultural production center in order
to meet China's growing food needs.*%*
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One of China’s biggest and best-known technology companies, Baidu, is also keen on
investments. Ping An Ventures, a major Chinese VC fund, has made investments in eight Israeli
companies.*® In 2004, after receiving a number of requests from various foreign VC funds, China’s
first foreign-funded onshore RMB denominated license was granted to Infinity. Furthermore, one of
the group’s companies, a leading global manufacturer in the chip industry, became the first
company with a foreign c-founder to go public on the Shanghai Stock Exchange. Infinity, on its
part, pledged to introduce, invest, and generate innovation in China.>® ECI Telecom, a maker of
telecommunications equipment, initially entered the market through a joint venture, but in the
course of 2006 took over full control of the venture.>”’

Another method of importing Israeli technology into China is acquisition of Israeli
companies by Chinese.®® The China National Chemical Corporation bought Israeli pesticides
manufacturer ADAMA Agricultural Solutions Ltd. for US $ 2.4 billion in 2011.%%° In 2014, state-
owned Bright Food Group Co bought a 70 % stake in Israeli dairy company Tnuva, one of the most
famous Israeli companies, for a deal worth US $ 960 million.*'° China purchased controlling shares
in Makhteshim Agan by Chinese state-owned firm ChemChina in 2011, the purchase of Alma
Lasers by Fosun Pharma in 2013, and the acquisition of Ahava Cosmetics by Fosun in 2016.3*
Unlike the stark opposition that state-owned Chinese firms often run into when they claim a stake in
foreign energy or mineral companies in the West, the deal with ChemChina was mostly welcomed
in Israel precisely because it was probably approved by the Politburo and interpreted as a sign of
China's confidence in the future of Israel.**? Israeli company, Nextec Technologies, which
developed measurement technology for the auto-motive and aviation industries, was acquired by a
Chinese company in 2014.3* China has become a major buyer of Israeli agricultural technology
from companies such as Netafim, the world leader in drip irrigation systems.

Chinese investors are interested in several of Israel’s largest arms exporters — Israel Aerospace
Industries, Rafael, and Elbit Systems. The first two are state-owned corporations, but all three have
“daughters” in the U.S. who also develop modern weapons.®®

Experts explain that one of the reasons for such a sharp increase in Chinese investment in
Israel was their reduction in the U.S. and the redirection of the flow of Chinese investment by
tightening regulation in the U.S., as well as lower ratings of Israeli companies compared to
American ones.*'® However, it should be noted that Israel did not want to oppose the U.S. and
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strictly adhered to its understanding of the mid-2000s with the U.S., according to which scientific
and technical cooperation with China includes only civilian know-how. But China's direct
investment in Israel’s high-tech industry is relatively small and sporadic. More than 90 % of China's
direct investment in Israel at the end of 2018 was made by purchases of only three companies, of
which only one is a high-tech company. The remaining technology investments are limited to a few
hundred million U.S. dollars per year. Other Chinese investments in Israel are through VC funds,
providing investors with very limited access to know-how. Overall, by mid-2018 Chinese
investments in Israel constituted just 4 % of Israel’s foreign direct investments (FDI), compared to
the U.S. with a share of 35 %. Considering the limited flow of Chinese FDI to Israel (around US $
100 million in 2018 out of the total US $ 21.8 billion), China is far from gaining a foothold in
Israel’s high-tech sector.®*” Meanwhile, it is very difficult to determine the full scope of Chinese
FDI in Israel, since in many cases, investments were carried out through off-shore Chines
companies.**®

3. The Obstacles and Prospects for the Development of China-lIsrael Relations

Of course, relations between Israel and China are not without problems. The most vulnerable areas
are now at risk: Israeli spy technology and the defense sector.**® A 2019 RAND corporation report states that
current and former Israeli parliamentarians have pointed out many problems that could arise with Chinese
investment, including the “risk of cyber espionage by the PRC and corruption crimes”, as well as the
possibility of gaining control of China over Israel’s basic infrastructure, especially important to the national
security of Israel.*® It is known that the Americans supported Israel on key issues of Jerusalem and
sovereignty in Judea and Samaria and now demand that their younger ally curtail a significant part of their
cooperation with China.**

Some representatives of the Western intelligence community called Israel’s decision to award a
Haifa tender to a Chinese company a serious threat to the security of the Jewish state.®? This caused serious
criticism from the U.S. for security reasons, since the anchoring of U.S. Navy ships close to Chinese targets
makes them easy prey to China's intelligence activities.*”® The civilian port in Haifa is adjacent to the exit
route from the neighboring naval base, which houses the Israeli submarine fleet (which has the ability to
deliver a second strike at launching nuclear missiles).** The scandal was also caused by the fact that the
Chinese company is developing an underground section of the Tel Aviv tram metro station, which is only
tens of meters from the General Staff building and the main military intelligence directorate.®®
Israeli Navy Brigadier General Shaul Horev notes that since Americans now turn most of their attention to
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the South China Sea and the Persian Gulf, Israel should strengthen its status as a strategic base for the
Americans.** According to several former senior Pentagon and navy personnel, once China is in the picture,
the Israeli navy will not be able to count to maintain close relations with the Sixth Fleet.* It is no
coincidence that in December 2019, Zhai Jun, special envoy of the Chinese government in the ME, who
made a working trip to the region, condemned U.S. pressure on the Israeli government to block Chinese
investment.*?®

Among some analysts there is an opinion that although Beijing has spoken about its intentions to
have foreign bases, however, under the pretext of creating a trade route from the Indian Ocean through the
Suez Canal to Europe, it buys ports, for example, the port of Piraeus in Greece,*” Italian port of Trieste, and
even acquired base in Djibouti.**°

The Israeli intelligence community also protests against the admission of one of the Chinese
companies to build a new desalination plant 15 km south of Tel Aviv, where the nuclear facility is located.
This can be undertaken by local companies IDE Technologies and Hutchison Water International (a
subsidiary of Hong Kong-based Hutchison Holdings), with Chinese participation. The problem is that the
desalination plant, which is supposed to produce about 200 million cubic meters of water per year, was
planned to be built in the area where the Israeli Air Force Palmahim is located, as well as the Nahal Soreq
nuclear center, which was built under a contract with the U.S. in 1955 and in the territory of which the first
nuclear reactor in Israel is located.**" This was the reason why the head of the security service of the Israel
Defense Forces (IDF) Nir Ben-Moshe sent a letter to the Israeli Ministry of Energy with an objection to
participation in the tender of Hutchison Water International.®*

Investigations by Israeli counterintelligence experts have shown that links between Israeli businesses
and U.S. defense contractors are the subject of scrutiny by Chinese hackers. They consider it likely that
China perceives Israel as a window through which it can gain access to U.S. secret programs.®*

Anyway, in a difficult situation, Israel cannot afford to lose either its ally - the U.S., or China, its
largest economic partner with significant investment and infrastructure potential. However, maintaining a
delicate balance is becoming increasingly difficult, because on the one hand, construction has already begun
in the port of Haifa, and on the other hand, Washington is increasingly disagreeing with the withdrawal of
the Sixth Fleet from Haifa. In addition to the importance of global competition between the U.S. and China,
the problem of the regional influence of the expanded port of Haifa and the influence of a complex network
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of relations in the ME, when more trade begins to flow into the region through the Israeli port, which is
expanded and served by the Chinese, is equally important.®*

4. Conclusion

As we know, Israel’s relations with China have not developed easily. Their official aspect has long
been hindered by the ideological confrontation between the two countries in the Cold War era, the support
that Beijing provided to the Palestine Liberation Organization and other Arab opponents of the Jewish state.
Only in the early 1990s, shortly after the establishment of full diplomatic relations between the two countries
(January, 1992), the existence of various cooperation schemes between Jerusalem and Beijing in the previous
period was first announced, and cooperation in the fields of economics, high technology, agriculture and
especially in the military industry began to develop rapidly. However, Israeli-Chinese defense cooperation
was practically frozen at the beginning of the new century under pressure from the United States. And the
military sphere, which initially was primarily of interest to Beijing in relations with Israel, began to clearly
give way to cooperation in civilian areas.

The complementarity of the two countries can be considered obvious: the status of the PRC as a
world power and a potential superpower, a permanent member of the UN Security Council, capable of
lobbying the interests of Israel, has prompted Tel Aviv to maintain closer ties with it, integrating China's
global influence with Israel's pragmatic economic governance, political stability and its strategic importance
as one of the regional pillar of China's influence in vital ME region and the world. Israel for China is a
developed Middle Eastern state with enormous potential in the field of advanced scientific technologies and
the military-defense complex. For Israel, China is the most important market for startups and military
equipment, an investor in the development of infrastructure, where Israel has big problems. Due to its
geographical and political-economic features, Israel can claim to be the strategic partner of China, and the
creation of a free trade zone within the framework of the Chinese BRI can help double trade and expand
cooperation in the field of technology; increase the number and volume of investments and the further
development of economic relations between the two states.

And indeed, following President Xi’s BRI, Chinese investment in Israel has expanded significantly,
covering most sectors of its economy. Chinese systemic and strategic investments through state-owned or
state-affiliated companies (mainly Chinese giants such as Ali Baba, Baidu, Huawei, Lenovo and others) in
Israeli technology and infrastructure are more or less aimed at technology and financial companies and
startups whose work can be redirected to increase security, privacy and dual-use technologies with the
obvious goal of creating integrated financial ecosystems that combine finance, healthcare, social issues,
banking, insurance, education, etc.

However, the fact that China is actively involved in the Israeli economy and, according to some
resources, controls about 15 % of the Israeli economy, have been the subject of a geopolitical struggle and a
new front in the competition between the U.S. and China. Although Washington’s influence on the ME has
somewhat diminished, it remains the most prominent player in the region, hence the growing activity of
China in the region and the rather successful development of ties with Israel seriously worried the U.S. and
prompted it to pursue a containment policy. One of the political reasons for China's investment in Israel is
the breakdown of U.S.-China relations in information technology and cybersecurity. The technological leap
made with Israel’s help will turn China into a leader in e-commerce and digital banking, replacing the U.S.
as a leader in technology. In addition to reinforcing the rhetoric of the Trump administration regarding China
due to trade wars, the problem is that China will have a significant impact on Israel’s critical infrastructure
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and will carefully examine some of Israel’s military capabilities. It is no coincidence that many Israeli
experts have criticized the privatization of Israeli ports, arguing that this poses a significant threat to Israeli
security.

However, the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic has put the world on the brink of a
comprehensive economic crisis, which cannot but affect China and its very active economic promotion of the
BRI in the ME. In this situation, even the most active proponents of economic cooperation with China will
need to compare opportunities with the risks identified during the current crisis. Some experts consider, that
the growing tensions between the U.S. and China, Israel should be expected to join Washington and exercise
great caution in its dealings with Chinese firms, especially when it comes to strategic national infrastructure
and sensitive technologies. Despite the fact that Israel must modernize its transport infrastructure and
improve trade relations with China, it must take into account the risks associated with this. Israel needs to
create a mechanism that will examine Chinese investments to ensure that they do not put Israel’s security
interests at risk. And if Tel Aviv fails to strike a balance between national security needs and economic
interests, Israel could give up many of the BRI’s opportunities.

However, there is a group of experts who believe that if leveraged cautiously and with full
consideration of America’s interests in the region, Israel could become a small yet strategically critical
outpost on China’s BRI, and Israeli-Chinese economic partnership should be a model in how other western
successful states deal with China. Although Jerusalem has a deeper and stronger relationship with
Washington than Beijing, both capitals are vital to the economy and prosperity of Tel Aviv. Nevertheless,
when the financial benefits of economic and military-technical cooperation are on the map, the parties prefer
to remain within the framework of a pragmatic approach and turn a blind eye to some political differences.
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