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Summer School “History in Songs”

On 24-25 September and 9 October 2026, the Summer School “History in Songs” was
successfully held at the Faculty of History and Social Sciences of Khachatur Abovyan Armenian
State Pedagogical University (ASPU). The programme aimed to introduce young historians,
schoolteachers, doctoral students and undergraduates to contemporary approaches to studying songs
as historical sources and carriers of collective memory, as well as to the methodology of using
songs and music in history teaching. The Summer School was organised by the Department of
World History and Its Teaching Methodology under the leadership of Professor Khachatur
Stepanyan, Head of the Department and Doctor of Historical Sciences. A total of 45 teachers,
doctoral students and students took part.

The programme combined classroom sessions, distance work and the public defence of
practical results. The lectures addressed the methodology of studying songs as historical sources;
the reflection of the national liberation struggle and of the image of the individual in national and
folk songs; the Armenian historical past in folk song; the use of songs by political regimes as
instruments of propaganda and ideology; national songs as an expression of national mentality,
memory and identity; and the development of Armenian professional music from the Middle Ages
to the present day. Lectures were delivered by Lilit Mkrtchyan, Acting Rector of ASPU; Edgar
Hovhannisyan, Dean of the Faculty of History and Social Sciences; Professor Khachatur Stepanyan;
and Associate Professors Hakob Tadevosyan and Gohar Meliksetyan.




The educational methodology of the Summer School was based on the principles of active
and project-based learning. In a practical workshop, participants explored methods of using songs
and music in history lessons and lesson planning, after which they were assigned to design a lesson
integrating a historical song. During the distance phase, they worked on their projects individually
and in groups, receiving online consultations from the organisers. At the concluding session on 9
October, participants presented and defended their lesson projects, which were discussed with the
lecturers. The Summer School closed with the award of certificates.

The outcomes of the Summer School demonstrated that an interdisciplinary combination of
history, pedagogy, psychology and musicology significantly enriches history teaching and
strengthens participants’ ability to analyse songs as historical sources and to use them effectively in
school practice. In conclusion, the Summer School “History in Songs” fully achieved its
educational and scholarly objectives, creating an effective platform for the professional
development of young historians and teachers and for the exchange of experience.







