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The Summer School: "Literature and Folklore: Interdisciplinary Research
Approaches and Digital Technologies"

On July 27-29, the summer school titled "Literature and Folklore: Interdisciplinary Approaches
and Digital Technologies" took place at the YSU Educational-Production Base in Tsaghkadzor. The
event was organized on the initiative of the Chair of History of Armenian Literature and Literary
Theory named after Acad. Hr. Tamrazyan at the YSU Faculty of Armenian Philology, within the
framework of a grant provided by the Pan-Armenian Foundation for Financing Armenian Studies for
the purpose of training Armenologist specialists. Students and lecturers from the YSU Faculty of
Armenian Philology, two invited lecturers from other YSU faculties, and one speaker from Germany
participated in the three-day summer school.

The topic of the three-day summer school's first day was the application of interdisciplinary
approaches in literary and folklore studies. The first lecture was dedicated to revealing the connections
between literature and philosophy. Associate Professor Silva Petrosyan from the Faculty of Philosophy
and Psychology delivered a lecture titled "The Literary Text as a Field of Philosophical Reflection
(Seren Kierkegaard)." Summarizing the question of the influence of philosophical theories on
Armenian literature through general theoretical considerations, S. Petrosyan presented the link
between literary text and philosophy in greater detail using Kierkegaard's works as an example.



Petrosyan's analysis revealed the layers of this unique writer-philosopher's work, highlighting a
distinctive system of stages in human intellectual development within them.

The second lecture of the first day was also dedicated to interdisciplinary studies. In the lecture
titled "Linguistic Features of Oral Culture: The 'Folklore' Use of Language" delivered by Prof. A.
Jivanyan from the Faculty of European Languages and Communication, the remarkable connections
between language and folklore were revealed. Standing at the intersection of several disciplines
professionally—language, literature, and folklore—as well as being a translator, A. Jivanyan presented
notable patterns that distinguish the language of folklore from that of literature, along with insightful
examples analyzing word meanings within folkloric texts. Both lectures on the first day concluded with
lively discussions.

The topic of the summer school's second day—dedicated to the use of digital tools in
philology—was no less interesting. The main speaker for the second day was Ani Shahnazaryan, a
former lecturer at the YSU Faculty of Armenian Philology and currently a researcher at the "Mesrop"
Center for Armenian Studies at the Institute of Oriental Studies, Martin Luther University Halle-
Wittenberg, who presented her lecture online.
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The topic of the lecture was "Digital Humanities in the Modern World: Tools, Methods,
Projects." A. Shahnazaryan introduced the audience to digital tools used in the humanities, which
significantly ease a scholar's technical workload by saving time and analyzing large volumes of data in
seconds. The presentation covered the primary methods of applying digital tools, featuring examples
of major projects implemented worldwide as well as examples from A. Shahnazaryan's own work over
the past eight years.

At the conclusion of the lecture, an online discussion raised various questions from the
audience, who viewed the absolutization of digital tools critically and cautioned against potential risks.
Nevertheless, acquiring knowledge of innovations in this emerging field and developing the ability to
use digital tools to streamline technical work with large-scale materials were recognized as crucial.

The round-table discussion held in the second half of the day—titled "Philology in the Age of
Artificial Intelligence: Al as a Tool, Performer, or Author?" and moderated by Associate Professor A.

Semirjyan from the Faculty of Armenian Philology—served as a direct continuation of the
previous discussion. Organized through interactive game-based methods, participants were divided
into several groups and tasked with guessing which of the presented literary and critical texts were
written by humans and which were generated by Al At the end of the game, the potential risks of
using Al were discussed, attempting to outline the fine line beyond which a tool designed to ease a
scholar's work might become harmful.



The third day of the summer school concluded with a panel discussion titled "Issues and Development
Prospects of Armenian Studies", moderated by Associate Professor N. Vardanyan, Head of the Chair of
History of Armenian Literature and Literary Theory named after Acad. Hr. Tamrazyan. Participants
included the Dean of the Faculty of Armenian Philology, Assoc. Prof. A. Galstyan, alongside associate
professors from the same faculty: A. Arzumanyan, V. Avagyan, L. Seyranyan, and A. Semirjyan.

The discussion served as a unique synthesis of the questions raised over the preceding two days
while addressing broader issues in Armenian studies that fell outside earlier discussions. Topics
included core challenges in Armenian studies, establishing necessary connections between disciplines,
traditional versus modern methodologies, and future development prospects. The faculty members of
the Faculty of Armenian Philology agreed that the primary mission of an Armenologist is the study of
Armenians and Armenian identity. To achieve this goal today, interdisciplinary approaches are
essential—integrating literature, folklore, language, art, culture, ethnography, history, archaeology,
and other fields to provide a more comprehensive understanding of the phenomena under study.
Interdisciplinary research in these areas can best fulfill its purpose through active collaboration among
specialists across these disciplines.



